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CHAPTER  1  

GENERAL PROVISIONS  

1.1 Title  

3ÏÐÚɯ4#.ɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÕËɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÊÐÛÌËɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯɁ,ÖÖÙÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯ4ÕÐÍÐÌËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯ

.ÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌɂȮɯÈÕËɯÔÈà ÉÌɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÌËɯÛÖɯÈÚɯɁÛÏÐÚɯ4#.ȮɂɯɁÛÏÐÚɯ.ÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌȮɂɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÒe. 

1.2 Authority  

The provisions of this Ordinance are adopted under authority of the General Statutes of North 

Carolina, with particular reference to Chapter 153A.  If for any reason one or more sections or 

provisions of this Ordinance are held invalid, such judgement shall not affect, impair, or 

invalidate the remaining provisions of the Ordinance.  

1.3 Purpose 

This ordinance seeks to promote orderly development relative to a comprehensive plan of l and 

use and population densit y. The same seeks to promote public health, safety, morals, and 

general welfare; protect development from natural hazards; protect the integrity of watersheds 

within the county; and in so doing, regulate the location and use of  buildings  and land, not 

inconsistent with NCGS 153A-341.    

1.4 Jurisdiction  

Except as otherwise expressly stated, this Ordinance applies to the unincorporated area of 

Moore County, to the extent of the law, including but not limited to NCGS 153A-320 and 160A-

360. This Ordinance shall in no way regulate bona-fide farms (NCGS 153A-340).  

1.5 Conflict  

It is not intended by this Ordinance to interfere with, abrogate, or annul any easements, 

covenants, or other agreements between parties; provided, however, that where this Ordinance 

imposes a greater restriction, in any way , the provisions of this Ordinance shall govern.  Moore 

County does not enforce private agreements. Wherever the provisions of this Ordinance 

conflict s with the provisions  contained in any other local, State, or Federal regulation, the more 

restrictive  provisions shall govern.  
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CHAPTER 2  

REVIEW BODIES AND ADMINISTRATOR  

2.1 Board of Commissioners  

A. Powers and Duties. The Board of Commissioners shall have decision-making authority 

on the following requests: 

1. Amendments to the UDO text and the Zoning Map;  

2. Conditional Use Permits;  

3. Conditional Rezonings; 

4. Major Preliminary Subdivision Plats  

5. Vested Rights;  

6. Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction  (ETJ) Expansions;  

7. Amendments to the comprehensive land use plans for Moore County.  
 

B. Quasi-Judicial Appeal to Courts . Quasi-judicial decisions shall be subject to review at 

the request of any person who has standing as detailed within 160A-388(e2) and NCGS 

160A-393 by the Superior Court by proceedings in the nature of certiorari. The appeal to 

the Superior Court must be filed within 30 days of the filing of the Board Order with the 

Clerk to the Board and the delivery of the Board Order. When first-class mail is used to 

deliver the Board Order, 3 days shall be added from the mailing date to the 30 day time 

allowed to file the appeal .   

C. Legislative Appeals to Courts . Legislative decisions made by the Board of 

Commissioners pursuant to the Ordinance shall be subject to review at the request of 

any aggrieved party, as detailed within NCGS 153A -348, by the Superior Court. The 

appeal to the Superior Court must be filed from the date of adoption of said Ordinance 

within the prescribed period be low:  

1. 60 days in cases involving the appeal of a Zoning Map amendment; 

2. 1 year (365 days) in cases involving the appeal of a UDO text amendment; 

3. 3 years (1,035 days) in cases involving an appeal based on an alleged defect in the 

adoption process of an Ordinance amending the UDO. 

4. 10 years when a use constituting a violation in existence prior to adoption of this 

ordinance creating the violation, and that use is grandfathered and subsequently 

terminated for any reason, a county shall bring an enforcement action within 10 

years of the date of the termination of the grandfathered status, unless the violation 

poses an imminent hazard to health or public safety. 

 

D. Extra-Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) Expansions. Per NCGS 160A-360, a request by the 

municipality  should include a parcel map and municipal approval of the proposed ETJ 
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expansion. The Planning Board and Board of Commis sioners shall hold public hear ings. 

Notice of the public h earings shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation 

once a week for 2 consecutive weeks prior to each public hearing. The Administrator 

shall notify by certified mail return receipt of the public hearings to the applicant(s) and 

the owner(s) of the parcel(s) of land shown on the County tax records at least 10, but not 

more than 25 days, prior to the date of each public hearing.  If approved, a resolution 

approving an agreement between the County of Moore and the mu nicipality must be 

signed by the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, approving the ETJ expansion. 

2.2  Planning Board  

A. Powers and Duties. The Planning Board shall have all the powers and authorit y 

pursuant to NCGS 153A-321 and 153A-322 and shall perform  any related duties as 

directed by the Board of Commissioners. The Planning Board shall make 

recommendations of the following requests:  

1. Amendments to the UDO text and the Zoning Map;  

2. Conditional Rezonings; and 

3. Amendments to the comprehensive land use plans for Moore County.  
 

The Planning Board shall act as the Watershed Review Board and have decision-making 

authority of the following requests:  

1. Special Non-Residential Intensity Allocations (SNIA);  

2. Watershed Density Averaging Cert ificate;  

3. Public Health and /or Water Quality Abatement; and  

4. Watershed Variances. 
 

B. Rules of Procedure. Rules, Membership, Composition, and Meetings shall be conducted 

in accordance with the by-laws and/or rules of procedures adopted by the Board of 

Commissioners.  

2.3 Subdivision Review Board  

A. Powers and Duties. The Subdivision Review Board shall have all the powers and 

authority pursuant to NCGS 153A -332 and shall perform any related duties as directed 

by the Board of Commissioners. The Subdivision Review Board shall make 

recommendations on the following requests:  

1. Major Preliminary Subdivision Plats.  

 

B. Rules of Procedure. Rules, Membership, Composition, and Meetings shall be conducted 

in accordance with the by-laws and/or rules of procedures adopted by the Board of 

Commissioners. 

2.4 Board of Adjustments  
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A. Powers and Duties. The Board of Adjustments shall have all the powers and authority 

pursuant to NCGS 160A-388 and NCGS 153A-345.1 and shall perform related duties as 

directed by the Board of Commissioners. The Board of Adjustments shall have decision-

making authority on the following requests:  

1. Variances; 

2. Reasonable Accommodation; and 

3. Administrative A ppeals. 
 

B. Rules of Procedure. Rules, Membership, Composition, and Meetings shall be conducted 

in accordance with the by-laws and/or rules of procedures adopted by the Board of 

Commissioners. 

C. Quasi-Judicial Appeal to Courts . Quasi-judicial decisions made by the Board shall be 

appealed to Superior Court pursuant to Section 2.1(B).   

2.5  Admini strator  

A. Powers and Duties. Except as otherwise specifically provided, the Planning Director, 

and his/heÙɯËÌÚÐÎÕÌÌÚȮɯÈÙÌɯÈ××ÖÐÕÛÌËɯÛÖɯÚÌÙÝÌɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯɁ ËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÖÙɂɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ4#.ȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ

ÛÌÙÔɯ Ɂ2ÛÈÍÍɂɯ ÖÙɯ Ɂ/ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯ 2ÛÈÍÍɂɯ ÔÈàɯ ÉÌɯ ÜÚÌËɯ ÐÕÛÌÙÊÏÈÕÎÌÈÉÓàɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÛÌÙÔɯ

Ɂ ËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÖÙȭɂɯThe Administrat or shall have the following powers and duties:  

1. Administration and enforc ement of the provisions of this UDO;  

2. Zoning Permit Approvals;  

3. Floodplain Development Permit Approvals;  

4. Minor Subdivision Plat Approvals;  

5. Family Subdivisi on Plat Approval s;  

6. Exemption Plat Approvals;  

7. Major Final Subdivision Plat Approvals ;  

8. Water Supply Wat ershed Approvals;  and 

9. Administrative Variance Approvals.  
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CHAPTER  3 

INTENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS  

3.1 Zoning Districts Established  

NCGS 153A-342 authorizes the County to establish general use zoning districts, as well as 

conditional zoning districts and overlay districts. For the purposes of this Ordinance, the 

County of  Moore is divid ed into the foll owing classes of zones:  

General Use Zoning District s 

RA Rural Agricultural  GC-SL Gated Community Seven Lakes  

RA-20 Residential and Agricultural ɬ 20  GC-WL Gated Community Woodlake  

RA-40 Residential and Agricultural ɬ 40  PC Public and Conservation  

RA-2 Residential and Agricultural ɬ 2  B-1 Neighborhood Business  

RA-5 Residential and Agricultural ɬ 5  B-2 Highway Commercial  

RA-USB Rural Agricultural Urban Service Boundary  VB Village Business  

RE Rural Equestrian  I Industrial  

Conditional Zon ing Districts  

CZ Parallel Conditional Zoning  PUD-CZ Planned Unit Development  
MF-CZ Multi -Family    

Overlay Zoning Districts  

HCOD  Highway Corridor Overlay Districts  FH Flood Hazard Overlay District  

WPO Watershed Protection Overlay Districts    

3.2 Rural Agricultural (RA) District  

A district intended to encourage the continuance of agricultural uses as well as to ensure that 

residential development of appropriate intensities that area consonant with the suitability of 

land, availability of public services, and that are compatible with surrounding development, 

will occur at appropriat e densities to provide a healthful environment.  The RA District is also 

intended to accommodate rural commercial activities where t he use of site specific development 

plans, individualized development conditions, vegetative buffers, larger lots, and the 

compatibility of adjacent land uses are considered to provide suitable locations for rural 

commerce and other rural activities.  

3.3 Residential and Agricultural (RA -20) and (RA-40) Districts  

Districts  in which the principal use of the land is  for single family dwellings, d uplexes and 

agricultural use and discouraging any use which would generate traffic on minor streets other 

than normal traffic  to serve residences on those streets. 
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3.4 Residential and Agricultural (RA -2) and (RA-5) Districts  

District s in which the principal use of the land is for low -density residential and agricultural 

purposes and to discourage any use which would generate traffic on minor st reets other than 

normal traffic to serve the residences and farms on those streets. 

3.5 Rural  Agricultural Urban Service Boundary (RA -USB) District  

A district  created to identify areas where Urban Services (sewer and water) could be provided 

over the next 10-15 years. Although the creation of this District implies no guarantee of services, 

it acknowledges areas undergoing growth pressures and affords slightly m ore protection from 

intrusive u ses. 

3.6 Rural Equestrian (RE) District  

A district  created to acknowledge what has become known as "Horse Country" in Moore 

County.  

3.7 Gated Community Seven Lakes (GC -SL) and Woodl ake (GC-WL) District   

A district  created to reflect existing unincorporated Gated Communities.  Primarily gove rned 

by restrictive covenants, district regulations are designed to reflect deeded covenant 

restrictions.   

3.8 Public and Conservation (P -C) District  

A district  in which the primary use of land is reserved for flood control, future thoroughfare 

rights-of-way, public recreation, community facility sites, forests and other similar open spaces 

which will en courage the continued use of land for conservation purposes.  

3.9 Neighb orhood Business (B-1) District  

A district to provide for the development of commercial and service uses that serve 

ÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɯÕÌÌËÚȮɯÈÙÌɯÈÊÊÌÚÚÐÉÓÌɯÉàɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÚÜÙÙÖÜnding neighborhoods, 

and are of such nature so as to minimize conflicts with surrounding residential areas.  

3.10 Highway Commercial (B -2) District  

A district to provide for the d evelopment of commercial and service centers that serve 

community, countywide , or regional commercial needs, are accessible by residents from 

surrounding neighborhoods, and are of such nature so as to minimize conflicts with 

surrounding residential areas.  

3.11 Village Business (VB) District  

A district c reated to acknowledge the developed business area surrounding the Gated 

Community of Seven Lakes.   
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3.12 Industrial (I) District   

A distric t provide  public and private us es of a production, warehousing, distribution, and 

industrial related services nature.   

3.13 Parallel Conditional Zoning Districts  

For the general use zoning districts described in this section there are established parallel 

Conditio nal Zoning Districts. Conditional rezoning affords a degree of certainty in land use 

decisions not possible when rezoning to a general district. Conditional Zoning Districts are 

established to provide for flexibility in the development of property  while ensuring that the 

development is compatible with neighboring uses.  

3.14 Mu l ti -Family  Conditional Zoning District  

A district designed to accommodate a variety of attached single-family dwellings . 

3.15 Planned Unit Development Conditional Zoning Dist rict  

A di strict  to provide for unified large scale residential , non-residential, and mixed -use 

developments that promote economical and efficient land use, improved level of amenities, 

creative design, and a better environment through t he approval of a master plan that permits 

defined f lexibility to accommodate land use adjustments in response to evolving market trends.  

3.16 Highway Corridor Overlay District  

The Highway Corridor Overlay D istrict (HCOD) is intended to ma intain or enhances the 

natural scenic beauty of designated corridors viewed by travelers.  Three HCOD districts have 

been established. Wherever standards of the underlying zoning district differ from the 

watershed overlay standards, the more restrictive pro visions shall apply.  

A. Rural Highway . The Rural HCOD overlays the zoning along portions of the following 

roadways as depicted on the official zoning map, not including any municipal zoning 

jurisdiction: US 1 Highway, US Highwa y 15/501, NC 22 Highway, NC High way 211. 

Commercial, Industrial and Office Professional elements along these corridors shall be 

intermittent and clustering of these elements is encouraged at appropriate centralized 

locations. 

B. Urban Transition . The Urban HCOD overlays the zoning along por tions of the following 

roadways as depicted on the official zoning map, not including any municipal zoning 

jurisdiction: US 1 Highway, US Highway 15/501, NC 211 Highway. There shall be a 

balance of residential, recreational, commercial, industrial and offi ce professional uses. 

These highway sections are best suited for providing a balance of naturalized and 

manmade conditions.  

C. Urban/Village . The Urban/Village HCOD overlays the zoning along a portion of the 

following roadway as depicted on the official zoni ng map: N.C. 211 Highway. This 

district allows for denser land use patterns for commercial and residential development, 



 

10 

 

however, the visual aspects of the development along these corridors shall be defined by 

an emphasis on landscape elements. 

3.17 Watershed Protection O verlay Districts  

In accordance with NCGS Chapter 143 Chapter 21, three Watershed Protection Overlay Districts 

have been established to preserve the quality of the region's drinking water supplies . Wherever 

standards of the underlying zoning district differ  from the watershed overlay standards, the 

more restrictive provisions shall apply.  

3.18 Flood H azard Overlay District   

In accordance with NCGS Chapter 143 Chapter 21, this overlay district is established t o 

minimize  public and private losses due to flood conditions within fl ood prone areas. 

3.19 District Boundaries Shown on Zoning Map  

The boundaries of the districts are shown and made a part of the map accompanying this 

.ÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌȮɯÌÕÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁ9ÖÕÐÕÎɯ,È×ɯÖÍɯ,ÖÖÙÌɯCounty , -ÖÙÛÏɯ"ÈÙÖÓÐÕÈȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯ9oning Map and all 

the notations, references and amendments thereto, and other information shown thereon are 

hereby made part of this Ordinance the same as if such information set forth on the map were 

all fully described and set out herein. The Zoning Map, properly attested, is posted at the 

County Moore County Department of Planning  in Carthage and is available for inspection by 

the public.  

3.20 Interpretations of District Boundaries  

Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any of the aforesaid districts as shown on the 

zoning map, the following rules shall apply:  

A. Where such district boundaries are indicated as approximately following street, 

highway lines,  or lot lines, such lines shall be construed to be such boundaries. 

B. Where a district boundary line divides a lot or tract in single ownership, the district 

requirements for the least restricted portion of such lot or tract shall be deemed to apply 

ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÓÖÛɯÖÙɯÛÙÈÊÛȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÛÌÙÔɯɁÓÌÈÚÛɯÙÌÚÛÙÐÊÛÌËɂɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÙÌÍÌÙɯÛÖɯzoning restrictions, not 

lot or  tract size. 
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CHAPTER  4 

ZONING PERMITS  

4.1 Zoning Permit Applicability  

No land shall be used or occupied and no building, structure, or sign shall be erected, moved, 

enlarged, used, or structurally altered or its use changed, until a zoning permit , signed by the 

applicant , is issued by the Administrator.  

4.2 Application  

A. Project Review Team Meeting. To minimize development planning costs, avoid 

misunderstanding s or interpretations, and ensure compliance with the requirem ents of 

this Ordinance, a Project Review Team meeting between the developer and staff is 

required for al l non-residential projects, as determined applicable by the Administrator. 

The developer is also required to submit a sketch plan. 

B. Agency Review. Prior to the issuance of a zoning permit, the Admini strator shall consult 

with other applicable departments, a s necessary, including but not limited to:  

1. North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality   

2. US Army Corp of Engineers 

3. North Carolina Department of Tr ansportation 

4. Moore County Airpo rt Authority  

5. Moore County Department of Environmental Health  

6. Moore County Department of Public Works 

7. Moore County Department of Planning ( Building Inspections ) 

8. Moore County Department of Public Safety 

9. Moore County Department of Geographic Information Servi ces 
 

C. Site Plan Requirements. Each application for a zoning permit and any other permit as 

indicated in this ordinance shall be accompanied by a site plan, drawn to scale, 

including the follo wing information, as determined app licable or relevant by the 

Admi nistrator .  

1. Dim ension of property (front, side, and rear prop erty lines) 

2. Dimensions and locations of any existing or proposed buildings and signs 

3. Existing and proposed uses of building(s) and/or land  

4. Non-residential floor pla ns  

5. Existing and proposed street right -of-ways and/or easements 

6. Current and /or proposed setbacks from property lines, easements, and ROWs 

7. Dimensions and locations of driveway,  parking lots , and parking  spaces 

8. Dimensions and location of loading and unloadi ng areas 
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9. Existing and proposed utilities  

10. Non-residential screening plan 

11. Significant natural features including floodplain, wetlands, lakes, streams, etc. The 

applicant is responsible for the accuracy of significant features shown on the site 

plan.  The Administrator may require Army Co rp of Engineer approval before a 

zoning permit is issued.  

12. Existing and proposed impervious surface percentages 

13. Location of any stormwater control devices, any stormwater control  plans, and the 

name of the certifying engineer.  The applicant is responsible for the accuracy of the 

stormwater contro ls shown on the site plan. 

14. Phasing plans 

15. Any other information which the Administrator deems necessary as required per 

local, state, or federal law. 

4.3  Action by the Administrator  

If the proposed application is i n conformity wi th the provisions of this U DO, and if all 

applicable permits have been approved by the Moore County Department of Environmental 

Health, the Administrator shall issue a zoning permit stating: Issuance of a zoning permit shall 

in no case be construed as waiving any provisions of the U DO, approved plans, specific use 

standards, and the intended use of such building  and land do, in all respects, conform to the 

provisions of the  UDO. 

4.4  Zoning Decision Sign  

The applicant shall post a sign containing the words Ɂ9ÖÕÐÕÎɯ#ÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɂɯÐÕɯletters at least 6 

inches high, including contact information of the Administrator, on the site in a prominent 

location including street frontage, and provide evidence to the Administrator within 10 days of 

the permit is suance for new non-residential build ings or changes of use, for a minimum of 10 

days to notify the neighbors, or the Zoning Permit shall be null and void .  

4.5 Denial  

If the proposed application is not in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, t he 

Administra tor shall not issue the zoning permit and shall provide in writing the cause of such 

disapproval to the applicant.  If a violation of this ordinance remains uncorrected, the 

Administrator may deny or withhold appr oval of any permit provided for  in this ordina nce that 

is sought for the property on which the violation exists.  

4.6 Expiration  

Expiration . Unless otherwise specified by statute, once a zoning permit has been issued, all 

activities pursuant to such permit  shall be substantially commenced within 1 year of issuance. 

Unless provided otherwise by statute,  if the proposed moving, constructing, altering, repairing, 

or other use of land, as set forth in an application for a zoning permit, is substantially 

commenced and the development work is intentionally a nd voluntarily discontinued for a 
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period of  2 years or more after commencement, the permit and vesting shall expire and be of 

no further force and effect.  

4.7  Revocation 

The Administrator may revoke any perm it issued under this ordi nance for failure to comply 

with the provision of this ordinance or the terms and conditions of a permit. Before a permit is 

revoked, the Administrator shall give the permit recipient 10 days no tice of the alleged reasons 

for the revocation and of his/her right to obtain an informal meeting with the Administrator  on 

the allegations. If the permit is revoked, the Administrator shall provide to the permittee a 

written statement of the decision and the reasons therefore.  
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CHAPTER  5 

DIM ENSIONAL STANDARDS  

 

 

 5.1 Table of Area and Setbacks  

Reference: NCGS 153A-326 and 160A-306. (Additional setback standards: fences & walls 

(Section 7.7), Highway Corridor Overlay District (Section 7.8), signs (Section 7.16), and 

Administrative Variances for non -conforming lots (Section 9.7).   

Mini mum Lot Size Requirements 
Principal Building  

Setbacks (Feet) 

Accessory Building  

Setbacks (Feet) 

Zoning 

District  
Area 

Lot 

Width  

(feet) 

Lot 

Frontage 

(feet) 

Front  Side 
Side 

Corner  
Rear Front  Side 

Side 

Corner  
Rear 

RA                                                    1 acre 100 100 40 15 25 30 10 10 10 10 

RA-20                                     
20,000 

sq. ft.  
100 100 40 15 25 30 40 10 20 10 

RA-40                                     
40,000 

sq. ft. 
100 100 40 15 25 30 40 10 20 10 

RA-2                                             
2 

acres 
100 100 40 15 25 30 40 15 20 15 

RA-5                                        
5 

acres 
200 100 40 15 25 30 40 15 20 15 

RA-USB                                                   1 acre 100 100 40 15 25 30 10 10 10 10 

RE                                                             1 acre 100 100 40 15 25 30 40 10 20 10 

GC-SL                                              None None None None None None None 10 10 10 10 

GC-WL                                                      None None None None None None None 10 10 10 10 

P-C                                                            
5 

acres 
NA  100 40 15 25 30 40 10 20 10 

B-1                                                
10,000 

sq. ft. 
75 100 50 15 20 20 50 15 20 20 

B-2                                                     
10,000 

sq. ft.  
75 100 50 None 25 25 50 15 20 20 

VB                                                              
10,000 

sq. ft. 
None None None None None None None None None None 

I 1 acre 100 100 65 25 50 30 65 25 30 30 

MF-CZ 1 acre 100 100 40 15 25 30 40 15 25 30 

PUD-CZ 25 ac. Established by the Board of Commissioners at the time of approval.  
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CHAPTER  6 

TABLE OF USES 

6.1 Use Table  

A. Permitted Uses. P = Permitted uses are a use-by-right approved by the Administrator .  

B. Conditional Uses. C = Conditional Use Permit approval required. (Refer to Chapter 12.)  

C. Conditional Zonin g. Z = Condition Rezoning within a parallel conditional zoni ng 

district r equired. (Refer to Chapter 11.) 

D. Building Code Classification . 

3ÏÌɯɁ!ÓËÎȭɯ"ÖËÌɯGroupɂɯÊÖÓÜÔÕɯÐÚ intended for reference purposes only and is subject 

to change without notice. Classifications should be verified by the Building Inspector 

and should follow the regulations of the  È××ÓÐÊÈÉÓÌɯɁ4ÚÌ ȫɯ.ÊÊÜ×ÈÕÊàɯ"ÓÈÚÚÐÍÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɂɯ

per the 2012 NC Building Code. Change of uses will require sealed plans to be approved 

by the Building Inspector.   

A = Assembly M = Mercantile 

B = Business R = Residential 

E = Education  S = Storage 

F = Factory Industrial  U = Utility & Miscellaneous  

H = Hazardous Mix = Mixed Uses (Separation 

standards may apply)  I = Institutional  

 

E. Prohibited Uses. Blank = Districts in which particular uses are prohibited, unless the 

Administr ator determines that the use is similar to an allowed individual use by 

applying the following criteria:  

1. The actual or projected characteristics of the activity. 

2. The relative amount of site area or floor space and equipment utilized . 

3. Relative amounts of sales from the activity and costu mer type for the  activity . 

4. The relative number of empl oyees and hours of operation. 

5. Building and site arrangement and likely impact on surrounding properties . 

6. Types of vehicles used, parking requirements, and vehicle trips generated.             
 

When uncertainty exists, the Administrator , after consultation with the County 

Attorney, shall be authorized to make the interpretation.  
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Use 

Standards 
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Code 
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Accessory Uses & Buildings P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.1 R, S, U 
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Code 
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Agricultural Uses  and Buildings (Not a Bona Fide 

Farm) 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.2 U 

Bona Fide Farm  
 Ɂ!ÖÕÈɯ%ÐËÌɯ%ÈÙÔɂɯÌßÌÔ×Ûion status is obtained 

through the Moore County  Planning Department.  
8.3 S, U 
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Use 

Standards  

Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

SINGLE FAMILY HOUSEHOLD  

Accessory Dwelling Located within Stick Built 

Dwelling  
P P P P   P P P      8.4 R 

Accessory Dwelling Located wi thin Non -

Residential Building  
          P P P  8.5 Mix  

Accessory Manufactured Home  P P P P   P P P      8.6 R 

Accessory Stick Built Dwellings  P P P P   P P P      8.7 R 

Dwellings, Single Family  P P P P P P P P P      8.8 R-3 

Dwellings, Duplexes  P P    P P        8.9 R-3 

Family Care Home (6 or less) P P P P P P P P P      8.10 I, R 

Home Occupation, Level 1 P P P P P P P P P      8.11 R 

Home Occupation, Level 2   Z Z   Z  Z      8.12 R 

Manufactured Home  P P P P   P P P      8.13 R-3 

Manufactured Hom e Park         Z      8.14 Mix  

Personal Workshop / Storage Building  P P P P   P P P      8.15 R, S 

Planned Unit Development ɬ Mixed Use   Conditional Rezoning to PUD -CZ is required.  8.16 Mix  

MULTIFAMILY RESIDENTIAL  

Group Care Facility          Z    C P   8.17 I, R 

Multifamily Dwellings (3 or more units per lot ) Conditional Rezoning to MF -CZ is required. 8.18 R-2 

Nursing Home  C C C C     C   P P  8.19 B, I 
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COMMERCIAL  USES  

R
A

-2
0 

R
A

-4
0 

R
A

-2
 

R
A

-5
 

G
C

S
L

 

G
C

W
L

 

R
E

 

R
A

-U
S

B
 

R
A

 

P
-C

 

V
B

 

B
-1

 

B
-2

 

I 

Specific 

Use 

Standards  

Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

ANIMAL SERVICES  

Animal Shelter          Z     P 8.20 B 

Animal Tra ining Facility , Military          Z     P 8.21 B 

Kennels, Overnight          Z   Z Z P 8.22 B 

Pet Day Care, Grooming, Obedience Training          Z  P P P  8.23 B 

Veterinary Clinic             P   Z   P P P   8.24 B 

OFFICES & GENERAL SERVICES  

Automatic T eller Machine (A TM)           P P P P 8.25 U 

Beauty / Barber Shop / Nail Salon           P         P P P   8.26 B 

Bed and Breakfast Z Z Z Z    Z Z      8.27  

Dry Cleaning and Laundromat            P         P P P P 8.28 B 

Equestrian Cottage       Z        8.29  

Hotel and Motel              P  8.30 R-1 

Office           P P P P 8.31 B 

Small Appliance Repair Shop            P P P P 8.32 B 

Trade Contractor Office and Workshop            P Z P P 8.33 B, S 
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Specific 

Use 

Standards 

Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

RETAIL SERVICES  

Auction House             P P P 8.34 A-3, B 

Convenience Store       P   C   P P P P 8.35 M 

Feed and Seed Sales       C  C   P P P 8.36 B, M 

Florist          P  P P P P 8.37 B 

Flea Market         Z   Z P  8.38 B, M 

Garden Center            P P P  8.39 M, U 

Manufactured or Modular Home Sales              P P 8.40 B 

Restaurant      P     P P P P 8.41 A-2 

Retail            P P P  8.42 M 

Shopping Centers             Z C 8.43 M 

Wholesales           C  P P 8.44 M 
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COMMERCIAL USES  

(CONTINUED)  R
A

-2
0 

R
A

-4
0 

R
A

-2
 

R
A

-5
 

G
C

S
L

 

G
C

W
L

 

R
E

 

R
A

-U
S

B
 

R
A

 

P
-C

 

V
B

 

B
-1

 

B
-2

 

I 

Specific 

Use 

Standards 

Bldg . 

Code 

Group  

VEHICLE SERVICES  

Boat & RV Storage     P      P  Z  8.45 S-1 

Car Wash or Auto Detailing                      P P P P 8.46 B 

Commercial Truck Wash            C P P 8.47 B 

Parking Lot as principal  use of lot           P P P P 8.48 S-2 

Taxi Service            Z P P 8.49 B, A-3 

Vehicle, Auto Parts, Tires, Farm Equipment, Boat, 

RV -  Sales, Rental, or Service 
          P P P P 8.50 B, S-1 

Vehicle Service Stations (Gas Stations)           Z P P P 8.51 M 

Vehicle Wrecker Service            Z Z P 8.52 S-1 

ADULT USES  

Adult Gaming Establishments               C 8.53 B 

Bars / Tavern             C  P  8.54 A-2 

Brewery /  Winery          C  P  P P 8.55 A-2, F 

Dance Club, Night Club, Billiard            Z  P  8.56 A-2, A-3 

Distillery               P 8.57 F-1 

Massage & Bodywork Therapy Practice, 

Unlicensed 
            P  8.58 B 

Pawn Shop           Z  P P 8.59 B 

Sexually Oriented Business                Z 8.60 A-2, M 

Tattoo Parlor, Body Piercing             P  8.61 B 
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Specific 

Use 

Standards 

Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

Cemetery or Mausoleum, Commercial      C C     C   C   P   8.62 n/a 

Cemetery, Family P P P P P P P P P      8.63 n/a 

Child  Care Facility C C C P   C C C C   C P P   8.64 E, I 

Child Care Home Facility  C P P P     C C P           8.65 E, R 

Colleges, Business & Trade Schools             C     P P 8.66 B 

Funeral Home, accessory crematorium                      P P P P 8.67 A-3, B 

Government Facilit y  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.68 B 

Hospital  P P P P C C P P P P  P P P 8.69 I 

Museums and Art Galleries                 C   P P P   8.70 A-3 

Religious Institutions  P P P P P  P P P P P P P  8.71 A-3, E 

Security Training Facility          C      8.72 B 

Schools, Elementary, Middle, High             P P  8.73 E 
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RECREATIONAL USES  
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Specific 

Use 

Standards 

Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

Accessory, Swimming Pool P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.74 A, R 

Airport,  Public or Private                C        Z 8.75 A-3, B 

Ai rstrip, Small Private          C   P   8.76 B 

Assembly Hall       Z   Z  Z  Z P 8.77 A-4, A-5 

Camp or Care Centers                 P           8.78 A-3, R-1 

Campground, Public and Private                 P         8.79 A-3, R-1 

Camp, Recreation Day          P      8.80 A-3 

Civic / Social Club, Lodge, & Organization    P P C C    C  P P P  8.81 A-2, A-3 

Golf Driving Range          C C       P   P  8.82 A-3 

Golf Course, including Par 3        C C       P    P   8.83 U 

Marina (fuel supplies)      P P         8.84 M 

Neighborhood Park  P P P P P P P P P P P P P  8.85 U 

Recreation, Indoor            C C P  8.86 A-5 

Recreation, Low Impact Outdoor   
P

P 
P P P P P P P  C P P  8.87 A-5 

Recreation, High Impact Outdoor          Z  Z  P  8.88  

Shooting Range, Indoor         Z    P  8.89 A-5 

Shooting Range, Outdoor         Z    P  8.90 A-5 

Zoo, Petting Zoo         Z    P  8.91 A-5, U 
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Use 

Standards 

Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

PRODUCTION  

Manufacturing & Sales, Pottery          P  P P P P 8.92 F 

Manufacturing, Light (no odors, n o smoke)              P 8.93 F 

Manufacturing, General               Z 8.94 F-1, F-2 

UTILITIES / SERVICES  

Amateur Radio and Receive-only Antennas  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.95 U 

Contractors Storage Yard and Office          Z    P P 8.96 S-1, U 

Crematorium Facility              Z P 8.97 B 

Public & Private Utility Facilities  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.98 U 

Solar Collector Facility              C 8.99 U 

Solar Collectors, On-Site Use P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.100 U 

Wireless Communication Facility          Z    Z Z 8.101 U 
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Collocation on Existing WCF P P P P   P P P P P P P P 8.102 U 

INDUSTRIAL USES  
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Specific 

Use 

Standards 

Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

WAREHOUSING  

Mini -Warehouse (Self-Service)      P     Z Z P P 8.103 S 

Warehousing and/or Distribution Center          Z    C P 8.104 S-1, S-2 

WASTE RELATED SERVICES  

Debris Management Facility          Z   Z  P 8.105 U 

Hazardous Waste /Toxic Chemicals Disposal or 

Processing  
             C 8.106 U 

Landfill               C 8.107 U 

Mining / Quarry Operation          Z     C 8.108 U 

Salvage Yard              C 8.109 U 
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Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

Construction Office, Temporary  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.110 S-1 

Drop -In Child Care Facility            P P P  8.111  

Itinerant Merchant            P P P P 8.112 n/a 

Land Clearing  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.113 F-1 

Manufactured Home or RV, Temporary  P P P P   P P P      8.114 R-3 

Real Estates Office, Temporary  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.115 S-1 

Temporary Events (Special Event) P P P P P P P P P P P P P P 8.116 n/a 

Yard Sales, Residential and Civic P P P P P P P P P   P P  8.117 n/a 
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Use 

Standards  

Bldg. 

Code 

Group  

Major Subdivision ɬ Residential (1) C C      C       18.6-18.11 Mix  

Major Subdivision ɬ Non-Residential 

(Business Park) 
            C C 18.6-18.11 Mix  
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CHAPTER  7 

GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  

7.1 Requirements for All Uses  

The following sta ndards apply to all new uses, buildings , and structures, or expansions to 

existing uses buildings  and structures, unless otherwise indi cated, and shall be a continuing 

obligation.  The applicant shall submit a copy of all local, state, or federal licenses or permits 

and/or final inspections  as applicable, before obtaining a certificate of occupancy. 

7.2 Access  to Lots 

No buil ding shall be erected on a lot which does not abut a street right-of-way or have a deeded 

access easement to a street right-of-way. Pursuant to the NC Fire Prevention Code, before the 

issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the new construction or placement of a buildin g, 

including any new single family dwelling, an unobstructed driveway  shall be installed with  a 

minimum width of 20 feet and minimum vertical clearance of 13 feet 6 inches for accessibility 

by service and emergency vehicles. Gates or Barricades installed on Fire Apparatus Access 

Roads shall comply to the requirements in the adopted NC Fire Prevention Code. The need for 

driveways  greater than 36 feet wide may be considered by NCDOT. No driveway (nearest 

edge) shall be located within 50 feet of an intersection except in the case where no other lot 

access to a street is available. All access, with the exception of the construction of a total of 1 

single family dwelling, shall be app roved by NCDOT before a buildi ng permit is issued. 

7.3 Address Disp lay 

The address number shall be displayed on the front of a building which is most clearly visible 

from the street and/or access easement. If a building is more than 75 feet or is not clearly visible, 

the address number shall also be displayed, a minim um of 4 inches in height and with a 

minimum stroke width of 0.5 inches, within a 3 foot perimeter at the end of the driveway , not 

including mailboxes,  nearest the street right -of-way that provi des access to the building (to 

comply with the requirements in the adopted NC Fire Code). Numerals must be 

of contrasting color to the background and be of durable substance and 

mounting so as to withstand continual weatherization. No certificate of 

occupancy will be issued until addre ss numbers are properly displayed . It shall 

be unlawful for any person to erect, remove, or deface any address number.  

Failure to post, replace, or remove an address number, unless remedied 

voluntarily within 30 days of notif ication by the 

Administrator,  wi ll result in a violation of thi s Ordinance and 

subject to enforcement and penalties.  
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7.4 Building Separations  

No portion of any building shall be located less than 10 feet 

from any other building as measured to the closest point.  

7.5 Corner Visibility  

No plant ing, fence or other obstruction to visibility of v ehicles 

shall be installed in a triangular area bounded by the street right -of-way lines of a corner lot and 

lines joining points along these street lines 25 feet from the point of intersection, unless as  

di rected by the NCDOT.  

7.6 Developme nts with Multiple  Principal  Uses 

The principal building may include more than 1 principal use though each principal use is 

subject to applicable regulations for that use. In no case shall there be more than 1 principal 

buil ding per lot, unless specified elsewhere in this Ordinance such as a shopping center, 

manufactured home park, multi -family complex , or planned unit development.  

7.7 Fences and Walls 

Zoning setback requirements shall not apply to fences and retaining walls. Bu il ding permits are 

required for r etaining walls (n onresidential 5 feet or residential  4 feet or higher). Fences shall 

not be located within a utility easement without approval by the Moore County Department of 

Public Works.  

7.8 Highway Corridor Overlay Distri ct 

A. Applicability . All new buildin g construction and major subdivisions within a Highway 

Corridor Overlay District shall comply with the regulations of this section  wherever 

they are more restrictive than the underlying zoning district.  

B. Existing Developmen t. Expansions of 500 square feet or more and any change of use as 

defined by the NC Building Code shall comply with the regulations of this chapter.  In 

these cases, the Administrator shall determine the level of compliance technically 

feasible, excluding the removal of asphalt.  

C. Exemptions. Single family, duplexes and their accessory buildings and uses, any 

building expansions less than 500 square feet, and utility structures. 

D. Extension. Refer to Section 7.11(F). 

E. Maintenance. Refer to Section 7.11(G). 

F. Minimum  Lot, Buildi ngs, and Screening Standards. 

 
Urban 

Village  

Urban 

Transition  

Rural 

Highway  

District Boundaries from ROW lines  300 feet 400 feet 500 feet 
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Front Building Setback from highway  50 feet 75 feet 75 feet 

Front Parking Setback from highway  30 feet 50 feet 50 feet 

Building Setback from Residential Districts  25 feet 50 feet 50 feet 

Building Setback from Non -Residential Districts 5 feet 25 feet 25 feet 

Maximum Built Upon Surface  70% 70% 70% 

Maximum Building Height  35 feet 35 feet 35 feet 

Required Buffer Plantings from ROW line  Type 3 Screening (Section 7.11)  

7.9 Height  

Maximum height of any building or structure is 40 feet with the exception of the Industr ial 

District which is 60 feet (or as otherwise required per Chapter 5 of the NC Building Code).  

Church steeples, chimneys, water tanks or towers, fire towers, flag poles, monuments, silos, 

grain elevators, conveyors, and similar appurtenances may be erected to any height in 

accordance with the NC Fire Prevention Code.  Pursuant to NCGS 143-151.75, the County may 

not authorize the construction of any tall  building or s tructure within  5 miles a major military 

installation without endorsement from the State Constriction Office.  

Ai rport Zones. All buildings or structures and objects of natural growth th at are 50 feet or 

greater in height shall not be constructed or placed on parcels located within Airport Zones 

without an approved permit from the Moore County Airport Authority.  A b ui lding or 

structure exceeding 35 feet in height in all areas within one 1,000 feet of any aircraft land ing 

field shall be permitted by the Moore County Board of Adjustments, that it does not constitute a 

menace to safety. 

7.10 Light  

All lights shall be shielde d to prevent light from directly hitting abutting  property or any public 

right -of-way. 

7.11 Non-Residential S creening  

A. Applicability . The standards established in the section are intended to provide adequate 

buffering between non -residential and residential land  uses. Any new development 

including parking lots or a new use (except agricultural uses,  temporary uses, home 

occupation level 1, neighborhood parks, single family residential,  duplexes, and 

expansions of 250 square feet or less) shall install screening along the side and rear lot 

lines that abut any residentially zoned proper ty and along any front setback abutting 

residentially z oned property (not abutting a street right -of-way or railroad right -of-

way). 

B. Existing Screening. Existing vegetation and berms shall  be used to meet all or part of the 

requirements of this Section, wherever possible prov ided the spirit and intent of this 

section is maintained.  
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C. Alternative Screening. In the event that the unusual topography of a site would make it 

physically imposs ible to install and maintain the required landscaping, the 

Administrator may alter the requi rements of this chapter provided  the spirit and intent 

of this section is maintained. 

D. Screening Types. Unless specified elsewhere in this Ordinance, the screening shall be 

one of the following:  

Type 1. A 6 foot high brick or stone wall, cinder block wal l, basket weave chain link 

fence, or wooden plank fence (including entrance and exit gates) as depicted in the 

example pictures below, with the finished side of fence facing the adjoining property.  

  

  

 

Type 2. A single row of evergreen shrubs with the  intent to achieve opaqueness and a 

minimum height of 10 feet in 5 years. Low limbs are not to be trimmed from the planting 

higher than 24 inches from the ground. 

Type 3. Existing undisturbed natural  vegetation or planted strip designed to simulate a 

wooded natural vegetative area.  A minimu m width  of 20 feet is required, including a 

minimum of 15  trees, at least half evergreen, plus 15 shrubs, at least half evergreen, per 

100 linear feet of lot boundary, prorated for less than 100 foot sections. New or 

supplemental trees shall be planted int ent to grow  to 10 feet within 5 years. New or 

supplemental shrubs shall be planted wit h the intent to grow to 10 feet within 5  years.  
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Vegetation shall be distributed along the entire length and width of the planted buff er.  

A mixture of plant types are recommended to mitigate the spread of disease. 

E. Location. The width of the screening shall be included as part of the required setback 

and/or as a boundary buffer outside of the required setback. Vegetation shall be located 

outside of the street right -of-way, utility or access easements, and on the exterior side of 

any fence. 

F. Extension. Screening shall be installed prior to the issuance of a Certificate of 

Occupancy. The Planning Director may approve a condit ional  Certificat e of Occupancy,  

to defer the installation of landscaping if at the time would jeopardize the health of the 

plants, for no longer than 6 months.  

G. Maintenance. The owner(s) of the property shall be responsible for the maintenance of 

all land scaping. All dead or substandard materials shall be removed and replaced with 

the same plant type and minimum height of 7 feet , within 30  days unless an extension 

not exceeding 6 months, is approved by the Administrator.   

H. List of Recommended Native Species. Applicants are recommended to utilize  non-

invasive plants as listed below.  Non-invasive plants  ÈÙÌɯÉÌÚÛɯÈËÈ×ÛÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÐÖÕɀÚɯ

climate and soil conditions and are known to better r esist drought, freezing 

temperatures, and diseases. In addition to their benefit to wildl ife species, the use of 

native plants greatly reduces the need for water, fertilizers, and pesticides.  

1. Canopy Trees (Deciduous). Black gum (Nyssa sylvatica), White oak (Quercus alba), 

Red maple (Acer rubrum), Scarlet oak (Quercus coccinea), Pin oak (Quercus 

palutris), Southern red oak (Quercus falcata), Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), 

Mockernut hickory (Carya glabra), Pignut hickory (Carya glabra).  

2. Canopy Trees (Evergreen). Longleaf pine (Pinus palustris), Live oak (Quercus 

virginiana) , Red cedar (Juniperus virgini ana). 

3. Midstory Trees (Deciduous) . Sassafras (Sassafras albidum), American persimmon 

(Diospyros virginiana), Blackjack oak (Quercus marilandica), Flowerin g dogwood 

(Cornus florida), Redbud (Cercis canadensis), Sand post oak (Quercus margarettiae), 

Sourwood (Oxydendrum arboreum), Turkey oak (Quercus laevis).  

4. Midstory Trees (Evergreen). American holly (Ilex opaca), Southern magnolia 

(Magnolia grandiflora), Ya upon holly (Ilex vomitoria).  

5. Shrubs (Deciduous). Beautyberry (Callicarpa americana), Dangleberry (Gaylussacia 

frondosa), Sparkleberry (Vaccinium arboreum), Wild azalea (Rhododendron 

periclymenoides), Wild rose (Rosa carolina), Nestronia (Nestronia umbellata).  

6. Shrubs (Evergreen). Devilwood (Osmanthus  americanus), Inkberry holly ( Ilex 

glabra), Waxmyrtle (Myrica cerifera).  

 

I. List of Native Species Not Recommended. The following trees are native to the region 

but are typically found in wetlands, floodplains and bottomland fore sts. They will n ot 

flourish wi thout fr equent and constant irrigation.  
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1. Canopy Trees (Deciduous). Bald cypress (Taxodium distichum), Tulip poplar 

(Liriodendron tulipifera), River birch (Betula nigra), Willow oak (Quercus phellos), 

Shumard oak (Quercus shumardi), Bald cypress (Taxodium di stichum), Tulip poplar 

(Liriodendron tulipifera), River birch (Betula nigra), Willow oak (Quercus phellos), 

Shumard oak (Quercus shumardi). 

2. Midstory Trees (Deciduous). Carolina silverbell (Halesia carolina), Fringetree 

(Chionanthus virginicus), Serviceberry (Amelanchier canadensis). 

3. Midstory Trees (Evergreen). Sweetbay (Magnolia virginiana) . 

 

J. Prohibited. The following list of non -native and/or diseased ridden plants are prohibited 

due their negative effect on the ecosystem: Asian bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), 

Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii), Autumn olive (Elaeagnus umbellata), Japanese 

honeysuckle (Lonicera japonica), Japanese privet (Ligustrum japonicum), Bradford pear 

(Pyru s calleryana), Japanese wisteria (Wisteria floribunda), Burning bush (Euonymus 

alata), Kudzu (Pueraria montana), Leyland cypress (Cupressus leylandii), Chinese priv et 

(Ligustrum sinense), Mimosa (Albizia julibrissin), Chinese silver gras s (Miscanthus 

sinensis), Multif lora rose (Rosa multiflora), Chinese wisteria (Wisteria sinensis), 

Nandina (Nandina domestica), Common periwinkle (Vinca minor), Oregon grape 

(Mahonia bealei), English ivy (Hedera helix), Princess tree (Paulownia tomentosa), Holly 

hybrid (Il ex cassine), Tree of heaven (Ailanthus altissima). 

7.12 Outdoor Display of Merchandise  

All outdoor display of good s shall be located immediately abutting  to the storefront, or building 

sides, and not in dri ve aisles, loading zones, fire lanes, or parking lots.  

7.13 Outdoor Storage of Goods  

In all zoning districts, any non -residential storage of governmental, commercial, and industrial 

inventory or equipment, e xcept off-street parking and loadi ng, shall be enclosed by a wall  or 

fence at least 6 feet in height. When abutting property zoned for residential purposes outdoor 

storage shall also be located in the side or rear yards only and shall meet any property lin e 

setbacks. Outdoor storage is not permitted in th e GC-SL Zoning District.  

7.14 Parking  

Where parking, other than for single -family and duplex dwellings, is permitted or required, the 

following standards shall be provided:  

A. Combination of Spaces. The required space assigned to one use may not be assigned to 

another use except one-half of the required parking spaces for places of assembly type 

uses whose peak attendance is at night or weekends may be assigned to a use which will 

be closed at night or weekends. 

B. Dim ensional. Parking spaces shall have minimum dimens ions of 9 feet by 18 feet. All 

access or backup aisles shall a minimum 20 foot width.  
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C. Loading Spaces. Each loading space shall have minimum dimensions of 15 feet by 40 

feet in length. Retail, Wholesale, Industries: 1 space for each 20,000 square feet of gross 

floor area. Office and Institutions: 1 space for each 50,000 square feet of gross floor area.  

D. Remote Parking. Additional parking may be provided on any land withi n reasonable 

distance of the main entrance to the principal use, provided  such land shall be used for 

no other purpose, is in the same ownership as the principal use, and in the same zoning 

district.  

E. Safety. All parking spaces shall be located a minimum 10 feet from any street right -of-

way or to residentially zoned property . Parking spaces abutti ng perpendicular to any 

street right-of-way shall be guarded with curbing or wheel guards. Parking lots shall be 

designed so that ingress and egress is by forward motion. The use of easements or street 

rights -of-ways for parking or maneu vering to and fr om off -street parking spaces is 

prohibited.  

F. Supplemental. Parking accessibility standards are required per the NC Building Code, 

Chapter 11.  

7.15 Signs 

A. Applicability . Except as provided otherwise in this chapter, no sign shall be erected, 

located, relocated, enlarge, replaced, or altered until a zoning permit, and building 

permit if applicable, have been secured.  

B. Exemptions from Permit Requirements .  

1. Artwork or Symbols . Works of art which in no way identify a product or business or 

religious symbols. 

2. Building  Identification  & Marker Signs. Signs bearing only building identification 

numbers and names or other identification of premises not of a commercial nature.  

3. Coming Soon. A sign which announces the planned opening of a new business 

displayed  for a period no t to exceed 60 days.  

4. Directional Signs on Private Property .  Signs directing and guiding traffic and 

parking on private property, bear no advertising matter, and do n ot exceed 4 square 

feet in area per display surface.   

5. Employee Vehicles. Signs painted on or permanently attached to a currently licensed 

vehicle that is not primarily used as a sign.   

6. Fence Wraps. Displaying signage when affixed to perimeter fencing at a construction 

site per NCGS 153A-340(n). 

7. Flags, Etc.  Flags or insignia of any nation, organizati on of nations, state, county, 

municipality , religious, civic, fraternal organization, educational or cultural facility 

per lot provided the height of any pole  shall not exceed the maximum building 

height for the district. Refer also to the United States Flag Code for usage of the 

United States Flag.  
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8. Gas Pump Island Signs. Portable signs associated with gasoline stations, specifically 

those denoting gasoline prices, gas types and other petroleum related signage. Such 

signs must be located at the pump island. 

9. Gas Station Price Signs. Price signs at gas stations or other establishments engaged in 

the retail sale of gasoline.  One such sign is permitted for each frontage on a public 

street, provided it does not exceed 9 square feet in area.  Any such sign shall be 

affixed to a permitted freestanding identification sign, to a canopy support in th e 

vicinity of the gasoline pumps, or flat -mounted against the wall of a building.  

10. Governmental Signs. Signs erected by any public agency or utility. 

11. Holiday Deco rations In Season.  Temporary decorations or displays commonly 

associated with any national, local or religious holiday/celebration.  

12. Maintenance. Cleaning, electrical repair, resurfacing of a sign face, and other 

maintenance of a sign shall not require a permit. 

13. No Trespass Signs. No trespassing signs shall not exceed 4 square feet in area.  

14. Temporary, Non-Commercial. 2ÜÊÏɯ ÚÐÎÕÚɯ ÈÚɯ ËÌÛÈÐÓÌËɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ Ɂ#ÐÔÌÕÚÐÖÕÈÓɯ 2ÐÎÕɯ

ChaÙÛɂɯÈÙÌɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÐÚÚÜÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÈɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛ, though such signs 

must meet the stated requirements and be removed within 30 days of erection. Such 

signs are permitted on pr ivate property with the permission of the property owner 

or occupant. Signs shall not be erected on public property, shall not be illuminated, 

shall not be located in the right -of-way, and shall not be attached to or painted on 

utility poles, trees, bridge s, refuse containers, or other objects not intended to 

support a sign.  

15. Political Signs. Shall be in conformance with NCGS 136-32.  

16. Temporary, Commercial . Such signs as detailed ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ#ÐÔÌÕÚÐÖÕÈÓɯ2ÐÎÕɯ"ÏÈÙÛɂɯÈÙÌɯ

permitted without the issuance of a zoning  permit, though such signs must meet the 

stated requirements. 

17. Vending Ma chine/Automatic Teller .  Signs attached to and made an integral part of a 

vending machine  and automatic teller machine if advertising or giving information 

about the products or services dispensed or vended by that machine. 
 

C. Computation of Sign Area . The area of a sign face shall                                                                                             

be deemed to be the entire area within the smallest                                                                                           

polygon that will encompass the writing,                                                                            

representation, emblem, or other display on the                                                                           

sign that can be reasonably calculated. Frames or                                                                        

structural members not bearing informational or                                                                                      

representational  matter shall not be included in 

computation of the area of a sign face. Computations of sign area shall include only 1 

side of a double-faced sign structure. If a sign has 2 sides joined at an angle greater than 

60 degrees, the surface of both sides shall be included in the computation of area.  

D. Computation of Height .  
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1. Attached Signs.  The sign height shall be the distance from the finished grade at the 

base of the building to which the sign is attached to the top of the highest component 

of the sign. 

2. Ground (Freestanding) Signs. The sign height shall be the lesser of: The distance 

from the base of the sign at the finished grade to the top of the highest component of 

the sign OR the distance from the nearest abutting  street grade to which the sign is 

oriented, and on which the lot has frontage, to the top of the highest component of 

the sign.  

E. Obsolete Signs. Signs which identify businesses no longer in existence shall be removed 

by the owner of the premises within 30 days of becoming an obsolete sign. Signs 

designed for changeable sign faces may be covered instead of removed. 

F. Deteriorated Signs. Any sign whi ch, together with its supports, braces, anchors, and 

other structural elements, is not maintained in accordance with the provisions of the NC 

Buil ding Code shall be removed or brought into compliance with a ll codes and 

ordinances within 30 days of notifica tion by the Administrator. Failure to remedy the 

situation voluntarily within 30  days, unless an extension is given, will result in a 

violation of  this Ordinance and subject to enforcement and penalties.    

G. Signs on Public Property . The Admi nistrator may r emove and dispose of any sign 

placed on public property or within any right -of-way of any public or private street. In 

addition to other remedies and penalties of this section, the county has the right to 

recover from the sign owner, or person who placed the sign, the full costs of sign 

removal and disposal.  

H. New Billboards . New billboards are allowed in the Industrial Zoning District contingent 

on condit ional use permit approval. Billboards shall not be install ed closer than 200 feet 

from any property used or zoned for residential purposes. Billboards shall not  be located 

within 1,000 feet along the same street frontage of another billboard as measured from 

the poles. 

I. Replacement Billboards. Billboards may be replaced on a case by case basis per NCGS 

136-131.2. Confirmation of replacement permit  approval by the NC Department of 

Transportation (NCDOT) is required before a zoning permit is issued. 

J. Off -Premise Signs (excluding Billboards). Off-premise signs (excluding billboards) are 

permitted in  the RA, B-1, B-2, RE, RA-5, RA-2, RA-40, and VB Zoning Districts subject to 

the following:  
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1. For premise / lots of 5 acres or more in size and having a street frontage greater than 

400 feet, a second sign may be erected if the total display area of both signs does not 

exceed 32 square feet (second sign shall also not exceed 6 feet in height).   

2. No more than 1 off -premise sign per property. One off -premise advertising sign 

displaying multiple businesses may be used as the allowed sign(s) per premise, as 

long as the sign does not exceed 15 feet in height, 50 square feet in total display area.  

3. No more than 3 off -premise advertising signs, per business, not including billboa rds, 

shall not advertise on a premise farther than 4 miles measured in a straight line 

distance from the sign to the closest parcel boundary on which the business is 

located.  

4. No residential development,  business, 

institution, or industry with frontage on  any of 

the following roadways: US Highway 1, US 

Highway 15 -501, NC Highw ay 2, NC Highway  

5, NC Highway 22, NC Highway 24/27, NC 

Highway 211 (with the exception of properties 

zoned VB), NC Highway 690, or NC Highway 

705 is eligible to use this type of signage. One 

adjacent interior lot may utilize a portion of the 

sign with the  lot fronting th e highway. Only  one 

sign per street frontage is permitted.  

5. Signs must be placed on a lot of record and the 

applicant shall provide a notarized statement 

from all owne rs of property allowing the off -

premise advertising sign to be erected on their 

property.  

6. Verification f rom the North Carolina 

Department of Transportation that the sign will not be in violation of any St ate 

regulations at its proposed location must be submitted with the sign permit 

application.  
 

K. Electronic Changeable Message Signs. Shall be permitted in the Village Business (VB), 

Neighborhood Business District (B-1), and Highway Commercial (B -2) zoning districts. 

Advertising messages or information shall remain in a fixed, static position for a 

minimum of 30 seconds. The change sequence must be accomplished within an interval 

of 2 seconds or less. Electronic changeable message signs shall be setback a minimum of 

25 feet from any property used or zoned for residential purposes. Additionally, 

electronic changeable message signs are permitted at religious institutions or 

governmental / public agencies located in a residential zoning district.  

L. Illumination of Signs . The letters or message of internally illuminated signs shall consist 

of non-reflective material . Flame as a source of light is prohibit ed. 

M.  Prohibited Signs.  
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1. Signs on Roadside Appurtenances. Signs attached to or painted on utility poles, 

trees, bridges, refuse containers, or other objects not intended to support a sign.   

2. Signs Resembling Traffic Signals. Signs which by color, location, or nature, or that 

uses the word "STOP", "SLOW", "CAUTION", "DANGER", or any other word which 

is likely to be confused with traffic directional and regulatory signs is prohibited.  

3. Signs Resembling Official Signs.  Any sign that imitates an official governme ntal 

sign, or violates the Law of the State relating to outdoor advertising, is prohibited.  

4. Flashing Signs. Signs which contain, include, or are lighted by any flashing or 

intermittent lights are prohibited. Electronic changeable message signs are permitted 

if operated in accordance with Section 7.15(J).   

5. Traffic Hazards . Signs shall not include reflective material, flames, or lighting 

directed to a roadway or that interferes with vision of drivers.  

6. Roof Signs. No sign shall extend above roofline. 

7. Banners. Banners, posters, pennants, ribbons, streamers, strings of light bulbs, 

spinners, or other similar devices, except as approved for grand openings and 

promotions.  

8. WCF and Antenna Signs. Attaching commercial messages for off-site and on-site 

advertising shall be prohibit ed. 

 

N. Dimensional Sign Chart . 

Sign Type  Maximum Number  
Max imum Sign 

Area (sq. ft.)  

Maximum 

Height (ft .) 

Minimum 

Setbacks  

Freestanding 

Pole 
1 per street frontage 36 

30 

10 Monument  6 

Portable 1 per site 36 6 

Attached 

Wall  
4 signs per building 

wall  

20% of wall 

surface area  

facing street 

Cannot 

exceed 

roofline  

N/A  

Canopy 
1 sign per business 

establishment 

50% of the awning 

area 

Minimum 7.5 

from ground 

to bottom of 

sign  

N/A  

Window / 

Door  

25% of glass area on any 1 side of the 

buil din g 
N/A  N/A  

Sign Type  Maximum Number  
Maximum Sign 

Area (sq. ft.)  

Maxim um 

Height (ft.)  

Minimum 

Setbacks 

Off -Premises 

Advertising  

Single Use 

Displayed  1 per street frontage 

(except for lots with 5 

or more acres) 

36 6 10 

Multiple Uses 

Displayed 
50 15 10 
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Billboard  
Monument  

or Pole 
1 per street frontage 250  30 

30 feet to street 

ROW or any 

property line  

Industrial Park  
Monument  

or Pole 
1 at each entrance 

Main  

Entrance (50)  

 ËËɀl Entrance 

(32) 

Main (10) 

Additional (6)  

20 feet to street 

ROW or any 

prop erty line 

Mult i-Tenant  

 / Shopping 

Centers in Single 

Ownership  

 

Wall  1 sign per business 

20% of wall 

surface area facing 

street 

Cannot 

exceed 

roofline  

N/A  

Monument  

or Pole 
1 at each entrance  

 Main  

Entrance (100) 

Outparcel (32- 

Monume nt) 

Main (20) 

Outparcel (6) 

20 feet to street 

ROW or any 

property line  

Electronic 

Changeable 

Advertising 

Message 

Monument  

or Pole 
1 per street frontage 

Up to 50% of total 

sign area, or 25 

square feet 

whichever is less. 

10 

10 feet to street 

ROW and 30 

feet to any 

proper ty line 

Temporary, 

Non-

Commercial  

Special 

Events, Yard 

Sales, 

Religious, 

Ideological  

1 per street frontage 36 6 10 

Temporary, 

Commercial 
Real Estate 

1 per street frontage 

or 2 for lots with 

frontage greater than 

400 feet 

36 6 10 

Construction  1 per street frontage 36 10 10 

Grand 

Opening (max 

30 days) 

Unlimited wall sign s /   

1 per street frontage 
36 6 10 

Promotional 

(max 30 days  

per year) 

Unlimited wall signs /  

1 per street frontage 
36 6 10 

Auction  1 per street frontage 36 6 10 
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CHAPTER  8 

SPECIFIC USE STANDARDS  

8.1 Accessory Uses or Buildings  

A. Definition . An accessory use or building shall be incidental  and subordinate to the 

principal  use or building and shall be conducted or located on the same lot. Examples of 

accessory bui ldings may include garages, carports, barns, and storage buildings.  

B. Standards. Accessory buildings shall be located in the rear or side yard, with the 

exception of the RA Zoning District which allows accessory buildings in the front yard, 

and shall meet the required accessory building setbacks. Accessory horse stables are 

permitted in the fron t or side yard in the RA and RE Zoning Districts.  

C. Exempt Accessory Buildings. The issuance of a zoning permit is not required for any 

proposed accessory building  less than 12 feet in any direction , or if a building permit is 

not required, though any chang e of use requires zoning approval. Any development 

within floodplains, we tlands, or watersheds requires approval. Portable storage 

containers known  as pods that are designed and constructed for the storage of 

household goods and any container including shi pping containers are exempt from 

requiring a zoning permit but shall be limited to 6 months as an accessory building on 

any residential lot, unless otherwise permi tted by this Ordinance. 

8.2 Agricultur al Uses and Buildings (Not a Bona Fide Farm)  

A. Definition . The following types of agricultural uses of land and related buildings,  

being a principal use or accessory to residential or non-residential uses, wh en not 

associated w ith a bona fide farm, shall receive zoning and building approval, in addition 

to complying  with all applicable local, state, and federal regulations:  

1. Animal & Poultry . Feeding (including grazing), breeding, managing, selling, or 

producin g livestock (such as cattle, hog, poultry, sheep, horses; not including dogs 

and cats), bee hives, fish, poul try, dairying and the sale of dairy products, animal 

and poultry husbandry.  

2. Buildings . Any farmhouse, barn, poultry house or other farm buildings, including 

tenant or other dwellings units for pers ons working on said farms, so long as such 

dwellings shall be in the same ownership as the farm and located on the farm. 

3. Equine Industry . Stabling, boarding, or training equines, providing riding lessons, 

training clinics,  schooling shows, and similar uses.  

4. Plant Related. Pasturage, horticulture, orchards, raising, harvesting, and on-site 

selling of crops, plants, fruits and vegetables of all kinds, Christmas trees, viticulture, 
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silviculture, forestry, hydr oponics, floricu ltu re, aquaculture, orchards, vineyards, 

and plant nurseries.  

5. Private Farms. The owning, breeding, leasing, recreational usage and training of any 

farm animals, bees and aviary products.  

6. Sales of Agricultural Products . A principal or accessory building o r structure erected 

for the displa y and sale of on-site or off-site agricultural products. Ad ditional 

products not of an agricultural nature shall not exceed 10% of merchandise.  In no 

case shall a recreational vehicle be used as part of thÐÚɯÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàȭɯɁ2Èles of Agricultural 

/ÙÖËÜÊÛÚɂɯÐÕÊÓuËÌɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÙÔÚȯɯÙÖÈËɯÚÐËÌɯÚÛÈÕËȮɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌɯÚÛÈÕËȮɯÈÕËɯÍÈÙÔÌÙɀÚ market. A 

winery or brewery may be permitted as an agricultural use only if operated in 

association with an on-site existing vineyard or grain far m. Wineries or breweries 

selling imported wine or beer are separate definitions.     

7. Accessory. Necessary accessory uses for packing, treating, or storing the produce, 

provided that the operation of the accessory use is clearly incidental to the 

agricultur al activity. Exampl es may include offices, storage areas, barns, stables, 

irrigation systems, and repair faci lities related to agricultural use.  

8. Any combination thereof.  

8.3 Bona Fide Farm  

A. Definition . Per NCGS 153A-340 and 106-581.1, a bona fide farm is any tract of land 

where the land is used for one or more of the below classifications when performed on 

the farm and includes any other farm owned or leased to or from others by the bona fide 

farm operator, no matter where located: 

1. The production and activ ities relating or inc idental to the production of crops , 

grains, fruits, vegetables, ornamental and flowering plan ts, dairy, livestock, swine, 

poultry.  

2. The cultivation of soil for production and harvesting of crops, including but not 

limited to fruits, veg etables, sod, flowers and ornamental plants. 

3. The planting and production of trees and timber.  

4. Dairying and the rai sing, management, care, and training of livestock, including 

horses, bees, poultry, and other animals for individual and public use, consumpti on, 

and marketing.  

5. Aquaculture as defined in NCGS 106-758.  

6. The operation, management, conservation, improvement, and maintenance of a farm 

and the buildings  and structures on the farm, including building and structure 

repair, replacement, expansion, and construction incident to the farming operation.  

7. When performed on the farm, "agriculture", "agricultural", and "far ming" also 

include the marketing and selling of agricultural products, agritourism, the storage 

and use of materials for agricultural purposes , packing, treating, processing, sorting, 

storage, and other activities performed to add value to crops, livestock , and 

agricultural items produced on the farm, and similar activities incident to the 

operation of a farm. 
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8. Any structure used or associated wi th equine activities, including, but not limited to, 

the care, management, boarding, or training, or horses, the instruction and training 

of riders, and therapeutic equine facilities operated by an organization exempt from 

federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code that 

provides th erapeutic equine-related activities for persons who are phy sically, 

intellectually, or emotionally challenged.  

9. A public or private grain warehouse or warehouse operation where grain is held 10 

days or longer and includes, but is not limited to, all buildi ngs, elevators, equipment, 

and warehouses consisting of one or more warehouse sections and considered a 

single delivery point with the capability to receive, load out, weigh, dry, and store 

grain. 
 

B. Exempt from Zoning . Farms that obtain bona fide farm status by the Moore County 

Department of Planning become exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance. Any of 

the following shall constitute sufficient evidence for classification of a bona fide farm:  

1. A far m sales tax exemption certificate issued by the Department of Revenue 

2. A copy of the property tax listing showing t hat the property is eligible for 

participation in the present use value program pursuant to NCGS 105-277.3 

3.  ɯÊÖ×àɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÙÔɯÖÞÕÌÙɀÚɯÖÙɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÖÙɀÚɯ2ÊÏÌËÜÓÌɯ%ɯÍÙÖÔ the ÖÞÕÌÙɀÚɯÖÙɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÖÙɀÚɯ

most recent federal income tax return 

4. A forest management plan 
 

C. Agricultural Tourism (Agritourism) .  Per NCGS 153A-340 and 99E-30, agritourism is 

any:  

1. Activity carried out on a farm or ranch that allows members of the general pu bli c, 

for recreational, entertainm ent, or educational purposes, to view or enjoy rural 

activi ties, including farming, ranching, historic, cultural, harvest -your -own activities, 

or natural activities and attractions, and an activity involving any animal exh ibi tion 

at an agricultural fair li censed by the Commissioner of Agriculture pursuant to G.S. 

106-520.3. An activity is an agritourism activity whether or not the participant paid 

to participate in the activity. Examples of agritrourism may include sales of  

agricultural and/or plant product s (u-pick operations or road side stands), hay rides, 

horse farms (breeding, boarding, riding lessons, training, buying selling, showing, 

racing, etc.), corn mazes, tours, class field trips, wineries, and breweries. It does not 

include: shooting ranges, rides on non-farm recreational equipment including 

motorcycles or all-terrain vehicl e (ATV). 

 

2. A building or structure that is used for agritourism i s a bona fide farm purpose if the 

building or structure is located on a prop erty that is owned by a person who holds a 

qualifying farmer sales tax exemption certificate from the Department of Revenue 

pursuant to G.S. 105-164.13E(a) OR is enrolled in the present-use value program 

pursuant to G.S. 105-277.3. Failure to maintain the requirements of this subsection 

for a period of 3 years after the date the building or struct ure was originally 
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classified as a bona fide purpose pursuant to this subdivision shall  subject the 

building or structure to applicable zoning and development regu lation ordinances 

adopted by Moore  County in effect on the date the property no longer meets the 

requirements of this subsection. A building or structure used for agritourism 

inclu des any building or structure used for public or private events, including, but 

not limited to, weddings, rece ptions, meetings, demonstrations of farm activities, 

meals, and other events that are taking place on the farm because of its farm or rural 

setting. 

D. Accessory Uses. Accessory uses to bona fide farms are also exempt includi ng buildings 

and structures that are associated with farming activities, including, but not l imited to, 

free standing or attached sheds, greenhouses, or other structures that are utilized to 

store any equipment, tools, commodities, or other items that are maintained or used in 

conjunction with farming activities. Existing or new residences constru cted to the 

applicable residential building code situated on the farm occupied by the owner, lessee, 

or operator of the farm and other buildings or structures shel tering or supporting the 

farm use and operation. 

 

E. Supplemental. Certain building code and env ironmental health requirements may still 

apply but zoning permits are not required . 

8.4 Accessory Dwelling Located within a Single Family  Dwelling   

A. Definition . An addi tion (such as a mother-in-law suit e) to an existing single family  

dwelling, containing separa te sleeping, kitchen, and bathroom facilities.    

B. Standards. No more than 1 accessory dwelling located within a principal dwelling per 

lot. Two dwelling units can be connected by a passageway or breezeway but shall be 

considered 2 separate buildings. 

8.5 Accessory Dwelling Located within a Non -Residential Building   

A. Definition . An accessory dwelling, containing separate sleeping, kitchen, and bathroom 

facilities, located wi thin a non-residential building . 

B. Standards. No more than 2 accessory dwellings may be located within the principal 

nonresidential building . Fire resistance separation may be required per the NC Building 

Code.   

8.6 Accessory Manufactured Home  

A. Definition . An accessory manufactured home located on the same lot as the principal 

single-family dwelling OR principal manufactured home.  

B. Standards.     
                  

a. There shall be no more than 2 

manufactured hom es per lot. There 
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shall be a minimum of 1.5 times the minimum lot size requirement for the 

applicable zoning district for an accessory manufactured home.  

 

b. There shall be an additional 10 acres of 

land beyond the minimum lot size for the 

applicable zoning  district allotted for the 

2nd accessory manufactured home, in 

addition to a dwelling.  Accessory 

dwellings shall meet the required principal 

building setbacks with a minimum 

separation of 30 feet between any 

dwellings. An accessory dwelling  may be 

located in the front yard provided it meet s 

the required principal building setbacks. 

(A lot that exi sted prior to January 4, 1994 

may be developed for single-family residential purposes without being subject to 

watershed regulations.) 

8.7 Accessory Single Family Dwel lin gs   

A. Definition . An accessory (2nd) single-family dwelling may be located on the same lot as 

the principal single -family dwelling.  The accessory dwelling may be combined with a 

detached garage, workshop, barn (barn apartments), etc. 

B. Standards. There shall  be no more than 2 accessory dwellings per lot. There  shall be an 

additional 10  acres of land allotted for the 3rd dwelling. Accessory  dwellings shall meet 

the required principal  building setbacks w ith a minimum separation of 30 feet between 

any dwellin gs. An accessory dwelling may be located in the front yard provided  it meets 

the required pri ncipal  building setbacks. (A lot that existed prior to January 4, 1994 may 

be developed for single-family residential purposes without being subject to watershed 

regulations.)  

8.8 Dwelling, Single Fam i ly  

A. Definition . A detached dwelling unit containing sleeping, kitchen, and bathroom 

facilities constructed in accordance with the standards set forth in the NC Building 

Code, used as a permanent residence by 1 family.  

B. Parkin g. 1 space per dwelling. 

C. Prohibited. Permanent dwellings shall not include a trave l traile r, park model,  

recreational vehicle, motel, hotel, or other buildings d esigned for transient residence 

unless specified elsewhere in this Ordinance. 
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8.9 Dwelling, Du plex 

A. Definition . A residential bui lding  originally designed for 2 dwellings of 2  separate 

families living independently of each other. Each unit is completely separate from the 

other by a wall extending from the ground to the roof.   

B. Standards. 1 duplex shall be permitted per lot . More than 1 duplex per lot may only be 

approved as a Multi -Family D welling (3  or more units per lot). 1  parking space per 

dwelling.  

8.10 Family Care Home (6 or less) 

A. Definition . A maximum of 6  handicapped persons, as defined by NCGS 168-21(2), may 

occupy a family care home. A family care home shall be in a buildin g designated and 

constructed as a single-family dwelling.  

B. Minimum Separation . Per NCGS 168-22, a family care home may not be located within 

1/2 mile of another family care home as measured by a straight line di stance, from 

property line to property line.  It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to supply 

such information.  

C. Prohibitedȭɯ3ÏÌɯÛÌÙÔɯɁÏÈÕËÐÊÈ××ÌËɂɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎȯ 

1. Mentally ill persons who are dange rous to others as defined in G.S. 122C-3(11)b; 

2. Those who present a direct threat to other people or to the property of others ; 

3. Per the Federal Fair Housing Act. 42 U.S.C. GS 3601-3631, handicapped does not 

include current illega l use of a controlled substance; 

4. Persons convicted of the illegal manufacture or distrib ution of a controll ed 

substance; 

5. Sex offenders; 

6. Halfway home for homeless people; or 

7. Children from juvenile court or juvenile offenders.  

8.11 Home Occupation, Level 1  

A. Definition . Any business, occupation, or activity undertaken for  gain that is incidental 

and secondary to the use of the single family dwelling.  

B. Standards. 1 home occupation shall be permitted per lot. Level 1 Home Occupations 

shall be limi ted to a maximum of 25% of 1 floor  of the principal building, the entirety of 

an accessory building, or a combination thereof. The accessory building shall be less 

than or equal to the square footage of the principal building and shall be located in the 

rear yard. The operator of the home occupation must reside on the same lot.  Only 1 

person not a resident of the dwelling may be employed. Home occupations involving 

instruction, teaching, or t raining shall be limited to 5  students or participants at one 

tim e. Signage shall be limited to 1 sign of 4 square feet in area. 1 parking space per 

home occupation in addition to residence requirements. Any use that exceeds 1 or more 
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of the specific standards is automatically a Level 2 Home Occupation. The following 

uses are those that have been determined to be suitable as a Level 1 Home Occupation: 

1. Beauty / Barber Shop / Nail Salon 

2. Office  

3. Produce Stand 

4. Small Appliance Repair Shop (no outdoor storage) 

5. Trade Contractor Office and Workshop (no outdoor storage)  
 

C. Prohibit ed. No element of any home occupation may create odors, light, noises or 

interference in radi o or television reception detectable to adjoining properties.  No 

outside, window or any other display of products.  No outside storage shall be used in 

connection with  the home occupation. 

D. Exempt. The following does not require zoning approval: Home Oc cupations utilizing 

no more than 1 room within the dwelling for no more than 1 computer and/or 1 desk 

type activity only,  does not including any signage or display of p roducts, does not 

typically  generate more traffic volume beyond 1  costumer per day, and only up to 2 

residents of said dwelling is employed in connection with the home occupation. 

Examples may include online sales businesses (jewelry making or embroidery), tax 

preparer, or scrapbooking.  

8.12 Home Occupation, Level 2  

A. Definition . Any business, occupation, or activity undertaken for gain that is incidental 

and secondary to the use of the single family dwelling . Level 2 Home Occupations are of 

a more intensive nature due to the types of uses operated. 

 

B. Standards. One (1) home occupation shall be permitted per lot. Level 2 Home 

Occupations shall be limited to a maximum of 50% of the gross floor area of the 

principal bu ild ing, the entirety of an accessory building, or  a combination thereof. The 

operator of the home occupation must reside on the same lot as the operation. More than 

one individual, not a resident of the dwelling may be employed. The specific use to be 

operated as the home occupation must comply with the Ú×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯ ÜÚÌɀÚɯ ÚÛÈÕËÈÙËÚȮɯ

signage, parking, outdoor storage, screening, and other applicable regulations.  The 

following uses are those that have been determined to be suitable as a Level 2 Home 

Occupation: 

1. Ani mal Shelters  

2. Kennels, Overnight  

3. Pet Day Care, Grooming, Obedience Training  

4. Small Appliance Repair Shop (may include outdoor storage)  

5. Trade Contractor Office and Workshop (may include outdoor storage)  

6. Feed and Seed Sales  

7. Florist  



 

40 

 

8. Garden Center  

9. Taxi Service  

10. Vehicle, Auto Parts, Tires, Farm Equipment, Boat, RV - Sales, Rental, Service  

11. Child Care Facility (for accessory buildings only)   

12. Recreation, Low Impact Outdoor   

 

C. Prohibited . No element of any home occupation may create odors, light, noises or 

interference in radio or televis ion reception detectable to adjoining properties. No 

outside, window or any other display of products.   

8.13 Manufactured Home  

A. Definition . A factory built single -family dwelling, which is manufactured under the 

authority of the  Federal Manufactured Home Constru ction and Safety Standards Act of 

1976. 

B. Standards. Prior to Zo ning Permit expiration a Building Permit shall be issued. Before a 

Certificate of Occupancy is issued, all manufactured homes shall have either a solid 

foundati on or skirting that fully encloses the crawl space and all utilities per NC 

Building code. All m anufactured homes placed or located on any lot, if constructed after 

June 15, 1976 must display the HUD label indicating that the unit meets or exceeds the 

constru ction standards approved by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development. A manufactu red home that was constructed prior to June 15, 1976 that is 

already located within Moore County may be moved within the County provided all 

permits are obtained for set-up. 

C. Prohibited . No manuf actured home (mobile home, trailer, manufactured office, etc.)  

shall be used in any manner for storage (personal or commercial), business or 

commercial purposes except when used for a sales office on a manufactured home sales 

lot, an administrative office for a manufactured home park, or for a temporary use 

approved by the Administrator.  

8.14 Manufactured Home Park  

A. Definition . A parcel of land, with single control or ownership, d esigned and improved 

for 3 or more individual sp aces of said parcel that are leased for the placement of 

manufactured homes as a primary residence. Where properly regulated and located, 

manufactured home parks address the public need for alternative housing and achieve a 

satisfactory relationship to adj oining and nearby property.  

B. Existing manufactured home parks. Removal and replacement of units on existing lots 

or spaces, existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance, are permitted.  

C. Lot Layout . 

1. Minimum Property Size ɬ 3 acres 

2. Maximum Density -  2 units per acre  
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3. Peripheral Buffer in cluding any ROWɬ Type 3 Screening (Section 7.11) 

4. Minimum Street Frontage ɬ 100 feet 

5. Minimum Home Space Size ɬ 10,000 square feet 

6. Off -Street Parking ɬ Each home space shall have 2 parking spaces.   
 

D. Site Plan. The site plan shall be prepared by a licensed engineer, architect, or surveyor, 

which depicts the proposed general design and arrangement of uses and buildings. The 

site plan shall be submitted and reviewed in accordance with Chapter 4 (Zoning 

Permits).  In addition, t he following requirements shall be  met on the site plan: lighting 

plan, streets, peripheral buff er, home spaces, phase lines, and land contours.  

E. Lighting . Adequate lighting shall be provided for all common areas, streets, walkways, 

and dead-end streets for the safe movement of vehicles and pedestrians at night. 

F. Utilities . All utilities shall be loca ted underground. There shall be easements dedicated 

for utilities including, but not limited to water, sewer, gas, and electrical as shown on the 

site plan. For MH Ps with more than 20  units, pub lic water or wastewater shall be 

provided.  All water and sewag e facilities shall be designed and installed according to 

the standards of the Moore County Department of Public Works , Department of 

Environmental Health , and NC Department of Environmental Qua lity.  

G. Streets. All roadways within a MHP shall be located outs ide of the home space. No 

space shall have direct access to a public street. A park having 5 or more spaces shall 

have paved roadways designed and constructed in coÔ×ÓÐÈÕÊÌɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ -"#.3ɀÚɯ

Subdivision Roads Minimum Construction Standards as certified by a pro fessional NC 

Engineer. Unpaved roadways shall be graveled to a minimum width of 20  feet, depth of 

4 inches, with a minimum vertical clearance of 13 feet 6 inches for accessibility by service 

and emergency vehicles before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued. All dead end 

roadways shall be provided with a turn -around, pursuant to Section 18.7(I). Permanent 

roadway name signs and stop signs shall be installed at intersections to all internal 

roadways. Maintenance of all internal streets and corresponding drainage facilities shall 

be the responsibility of the owner(s) of the park.  

H. Operational Accessory Uses. Customary accessory uses provided by the property 

owner, shall be only for the use of park tenants, and shall not have direct access to a 

public road, but  shall abut the internal road way, including laundry facilities, sanitation, 

vending machines, recreation buildings and areas, and similar uses. 

I. Administrative o ffi ce. 1 administrative office may  be located in a manufactured home 

which is used as a residence by the resident manager. 

J. Storage buildings . Each manufactured home lot may be equipped with a storage 

building located to the rear of the manufactured home.  

K. Phasing. When a MHP is to be developed in phases, the proposed plan must be 

submitted for the ent ire development, and applicat ion for a zoning permit shall be made 

for each phase and spaces may then be rented upon issuance of the building permit.  
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L. Occupancy. No building permits shall be iss ued until the MHP has completed 

construction per the approved site plan. In addition, the f ollowing shall be complete 

before a building permit for a manufacture home or accessory building  is issued, as 

approved by the Admi nistrator: 

1. There shall be a minimum of 3 improved manufactured home spaces at first 

occupancy. 

2. The entrance either abuts an NCDOT street or shall be constructed pursuant to 

-"#.3ɀÚɯ2ÜÉËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯ1ÖÈËÚɯ,ÐÕÐÔÜÔɯ"ÖÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕɯ2ÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯ,ÈÕÜÈÓɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÈɯ

building p ermit is issued. 

3. Site inspection by all applicable departments and agencies.  

8.15 Personal Workshop / Storage Building  

A. Definitio n. A building to be used for storage or personal workspace, consistent with the 

type of storage allowed in a residential accessory buil ding, owned and used solely by 

the owner of the property on which it is to be located. Such buildings cannot be rented 

and shall not be used in any manner that would not be allowed in the zoning district in 

which it is located.  

B. Standards. Said building may be built prior to the principa l dwelling unit and only one 1  

is allowed on the property in t he absence of a principal dwelling unit. The personal 

workshop/storage building may not be located on a parcel smaller than 2 acres. The 

personal workshop/stora ge building must meet the principa l building  setbacks of the 

underlying zoning district.  

8.16 Planned Unit Development  

A. Definition . A minimum area of 25 acres to be planned and developed as single 

integrated unit under unified control, adhering to a site plan designed to provide 

flexibility in b uilding locations and in combining various land uses, making i t possible 

to achieve certain economics in construction, as well as the preservation of open space 

and the inclusion of many amenities.  

B. Submittal . The property  owner shall apply to have the parcel(s) rezoned to Planned Unit 

Development - Conditional Zonin g District (PUD -CZ) in accordance to Chapter 11 

(Conditional Rezoning) . The application for approval shall be accompanied by a site 

specific development plan  and a preliminary plat  submitted in accordance with Section 

4.2.C (Site Plan Requirements), Chapter 11 (Conditional Rezoning), and Section 18.6-16 

(Major Subdivisions).  The site plan and preliminary plat shall be prepared by a licensed 

engineer or surveyor. In addition, the submittal  shall include: 

1. Minimum 30% open space in compliance with Section 18.8(D-E); 

2. Peripheral Buffer including street ROWɬ Type 3 Screening (Section 7.11); 

3. General location of proposed water and sewer system, fire service, and solid waste 

disposal plans;  

4. App licable Specific Use Standards (Chapter 8); 
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5. Total and per phase: lot line s, street right-of-ways, buildings and uses, amenities, 

number of dwelling units, square footage for each type of non-residential use, 

impervious surfaces, and density.  

6. If  provided, on -street parking may be used to reduce the on-site parking 

requirement by  up to fifty percent (50%). All parking areas shall be paved.  
 

C. UDO Compliance . The PUD shall be in compliance with all relevant portions of the 

UDO, except that variation s from these standards may be approved by the Board of 

Commissioners if the site plan is submitted and determined to be suitable for the PUD, 

is consistent with the intent of the standards, and ensures compatibility with land uses 

on surrounding  properties. 

D. Allowed Uses. Mixing land uses offers design alternatives to building types and lot ting 

patterns. The proposed uses shall be a mixture of residential and/or non-residential uses. 

All uses permitted by right and conditional uses are allowed, su bject to approval by the 

Board of Commissioners. No commercial construction may be commenced unt il a 

minimum 50%  of the proposed dwelling units or 100 dwelling units, whichever is 

smaller, are completed and ready for occupancy.  

E. Density and Dimensional Standards. All  density and dimensiona l standards shall be 

established by the Board of Commissioners ÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÖÍɯÈ××ÙÖÝÈÓȭɯ/4#ɀÚɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÐÕɯ

accordance with watershed cluster development density requirements (Section 15.6).  

F. Proposed phases. The submittal shall include a phasing plan and ti meline for the 

development if applicable. If more than one phase is proposed, then the project 

improvements and amenities that are necessary or desirable for residents of the project, 

shall be constructed with the first ph ase of the project, or if this is not possible, then as 

early in the project as is technically feasible, as approved by the Board of 

Commissioners. A maximum of 50% of the building permits shall be permitted prior to 

completion of all infr astructure improv ements. Should the developer wish to secure the 

remaining building permits prior to installation  of all improvements, the developer shall 

obtain a guarantee per Section 18.13.  

G. Planning Board Recommendation. That Planning Board shall examine the application 

for the establishment of a PUD-CZ District and shall, as a minimum, consider the 

following mat ters: 

1. The site plan, preliminary plat, and regulatory standards imposed on the PUD -CZ 

District is designed to accomplish t he purposes listed in Section 3.15; 

2. Ingress and egress to property, pedestrian circulation,  signage, and proposed 

buildings and struct ures with reference to traffic safety and compatibility with 

properties in the area; 

3. Documentation of preliminary approval of water and/or sewe rage systems, and 

other essential services, whether public or private, with reference to location, 

availability, sufficiency, and maintenance; 



 

44 

 

4. Existing conditions such as wooded areas, streams, wetlands, floodplain, watershed, 

contour lines, utility lines,  proposed amenities, open space, vegetative screening, 

peripheral  buffer, paved parking areas, on-street parking; and   

5. Informational table listing the deed book and page references noted for each parcel 

within the site, total number of acres, proposed use categories (ie. residential, 

commercial), total nu mber of dwelling units, total square footage for each type of 

non-residential use, and total density.  
 

H. Approval . An approved Conditional Zoning District and all conditions attached are 

binding on the property. Af ter approv al of the site plan and preliminar y plat, the 

applicant can submit to receive the following approvals pursuant to Section 18.6-13 

(Major Subdivision s), as applicable: 

1. Construction plans   

2. Installation and inspections of improvements  

3. As-built drawings submit tal and approval  

4. Final plat approv al  
 

I. Deviations from Site Plan. The Administrator  shall accommodate for deviations to t he 

approved layout including, but  not limited to, small site alterations such as realignment 

of streets and infrastructure. Substantial changes including, but not limite d to, more 

than 10% increase density, requires approval by the Board of Commissioners.   

8.17 Group Care Facility  

A. Definition . An inpatient facility which provides supervision, medical care, behavioral 

and rehabilitation servic es, counseling, and may include ou tpatient follow -up care, for 

juveniles or adults including, bu t not limited to the mental or physically disabled, 

runaways, persons addicted to drugs, children undergoing r ehabilitation or extended 

care, or battered spouses. This definition includes the te rms homeless shelters, group 

homes for ex-convicts, halfway/tr ansitional houses, boarding homes for children, 

psychiatric facilities, and drug and alcohol rehabilitation fa cilities. 

B. Standards. Facilities including halfway/ transitional houses, homeless shelters, 

psychiatric facilities, or facilities serving individual s with drug addictions or  prior 

criminal conduct  shall require a conditional use permit . Minimum habitable flo or space 

of 100 square feet shall be provided for each individual. 1 parking space p er 2 beds plus 

1 space for each employee on the largest shift. 

C. Supplemental. The applicant shall submit a security plan outlining management, on -site 

supervision, security provisions, maximum occupancy, crime prevention, a lcohol, and 

drug use policies. 

8.18 Mul tifamily Dwellings (3 or more units per lot)  

A. Definition . A bui lding containing 3 or more dwellings per lot, including condominiums, 

or apartment complexes (including senior  citizen apartment complexes). Does not 
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include manufactured home parks, secondary detached dwelling units, planned unit 

developments, or nursing homes. 

B. Conditional Rezoning. Prior to the construction, the property owner shall apply to have 

the parcel rezoned to Multifamily Dwelling Conditional Zoning Dis tri ct (MF-CZ) in 

accordance to Chapter 11 (Conditional Rezoning ). 

C. Setbacks. All buildings, outdo or recreational activities, and parking shall be located a 

minimum 50 feet from any residentially zoned property line. Refer to the specific use 

standards for swim ming pool requirements.  

D. Utilit ies. Applications including more than 20 units shall be accompanied by the 

proposed solid waste storage facilities, sanitary sewage, proposed water system and 

firefighting facilities such as hydrants and sprinkler connecti ons.  

E. Parking. 2 spaces per dwelling unit. Individual parking spaces shall  not have direct 

access to the street. 

F. Recreation Area. Recreational areas shall be clearly defined. Any playground equipment 

shall be a minimum 10 feet from any property line  and enclosed with perm anent fencing 

a minimum 5  feet in height. 

G. Ownership of Com mon Areas. In cases whÌÙÌɯÕÖɯ'ÖÔÌÖÞÕÌÙÚɀɯ ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÌËȮɯ

the developer shall be responsible for continued maintenance of recreational open space 

areas. In any multifamily dev elopment in which lots and/or unit s are individually sold, 

Èɯ'ÖÔÌÖÞÕÌÙÚɀɯ ssociation (HOA) shall  be required per the requirements set forth in 

Section 18.8(E).  

8.19 Nursing Home  

A. Definition . A facility for more tha n 6 people, providing housing, food service, an d may 

also provide individual assi stance with some medical needs or housekeeping. The 

facility m ay also provide recreation facilities and some personal service shops such as a 

gift shop and barber shop if located within the building and serves patrons of t he facility 

and their visitors onl y. An apartment complex for senior citiz ens is considered 

ɁÔÜÓÛÐÍÈÔÐÓàȭɂɯɯɯ 

B. Standards. All buildings, outdoor recreational activities, and parking shall be located a 

minimum 50 feet from any residentially zoned property li ne. 1 parking space per 5 beds. 

8.20 An imal Shelter  

A. Definitions . A facility that is owned, operated, or maintained by a public body, an 

established humane society, or other private or nonprofit organization used to house 

and care for stray, abandoned, or neglected animals.  

B. Standards. All outdo or facilities such as play areas, cages, kennels, or pens shall be a 

minimum of 1 00 feet from any residentially zoned property line. A separate 6 foot 

perimeter fence is required if any animals have access to an outdoor enclosure, including 

unsupervised exercise areas. 1 parking space for each employee plus 1 space for every 3 
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kennels. All operations, including the provision of waste disposal and the removal of 

carcasses, shall comply with all federal, state, and local requirements. 

8.21 Animal Training Facility , Military   

A. Definition.  A facili ty utilized for the military or law enforcement training of animals 

beyond commonly accepted definitions of obedience training intended for household 

domesticated animals. Such facilities include both indoor and outdoor tra ining, offices 

for the management and supervision of the facility, medical care facilities for the animals 

residing onsite and may include living quarters or dormitories for trainers and/or 

individuals being trained with t he animals.  

B. Standards. Refer to 8.20(B).   

8.22 Kennels , Overn ight  

A. Definition . A facility where dogs , cats, or other domestic animals are trained, boarded, 

bred, or raised for compensation. Such a facility may have an indoor and outdoor 

component. Such a facility  may have an indoor and outdoor  component. 

B. Standards. Refer to 8.20(B). 

8.23 Pet Day Care, Groomin g, Obedience Training  

A. Definitions . An establishment where animals are dropped off and picked up daily and 

not boarded overnight.  Animals may be bathed, clipped,  and/or combed for the purpose 

of enhancing their aesthetic value or health, and a fee is charged. Animal grooming and 

obedience training may be accessory to pet day cares or the principal use.  

B. Standards. Any outdoor facilit ies shall meet provisions listed in Section 8.20(B) and 

requires conditional zoning approval . 1 parking space for each employee plus 1 space 

for every 3 kennels. 

8.24 Veterinary Clinic  

A. Definition . A facility for the provision of surgical or other medical treatments to animals. 

Animals may be kept in the facility overnight on ly during the recovery period or while 

under medical treatment  without adhering to additional specific use standards.   

B. Standards. Outdoor kennels require conditional use permit approval . Indoor k ennels or 

overnight boardi ng (not for medical reasons) requi res conditional use permit approval . 5 

parking spaces for each doctor plus 1 space for each employee. 

8.25 Automatic Teller Machine  (ATM)  

A. Definition . A machine or device through which a customer can conduct certain banking 

transactions and which may or may not be located on the same lot as the bank or 

financial institutio n with which the machine is associated.  
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B. Standards. Shall be located so as not to interfere or conflict with sidewalks, pedestrian 

ways, parking areas, loading areas and driveways. Side and rear setback requirement 

shall be 5 feet. All other setbacks shall comply with u nderlying zoning district. 2  parking 

spaces per ATM and they shall be located off-street.  

8.26 Beauty / Barber Shop / Nail Salon  

A. Definition . Any establishment where cosmetology services are provided including hair 

care, nail care, and skin care on a regular basis for compensation. 

B. Parking. 2 spaces per operator. 

8.27 Bed & Breakfast  

A. Definition . Any dwelling occupied by the owner or operator in which not more  than 8 

guest room accommodations are offered for a period of less than 30 days per 60 day 

period for compensation, and where food may not or may be served such as a bed and 

breakfast.   

B. Standards. The use must be located in a building that was constructed as a single family 

dwelling which  is the permanent residence of the owner or the manager of the business. 

There shall be no less than 1 bathroom, consisting of a bath or shower, water closet, and 

lavatory for each 2 guestrooms, with not more than 1 guestr oom permitted in a detached 

structure on the same property. Meals may be provided to overnight g uests only and no 

cooking facilities may be pr ovided in guest rooms. No parking shall be allowed in any 

front yard. 1 parking space per unit, plus 1 space per empl oyee on a normal shift. 

8.28 Dry Cle aning and Laundromat  

A. Definition . Dry Cleaning ɬ A business which launders or dry cleans clothes dropped off 

on the property by the customer or a location to pickup and drop -off items to be 

laundered or dry cleaned. Laundro mat ɬ A facility where patrons was h or dry clothing 

or other fabrics in machines operated by the patron. 

B. Parking. 1 space per 3 washing machines.  

8.29 Equestrian Cottage  

A. Definition . Equestrian cottages provide accomdations for visitors, with equestrian needs, 

to tÏÌɯɁ'ÖÙÚÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛÙàɂɯÖÍɯ,ÖÖÙÌɯ"Öunty. 

B. Standards. 1 space per 3 washing machines. Accommodation s are offered for the cottage 

for a period of less than 30 days per 60 day period for compensation. Cottages shall not 

include manufactured homes.  There shall be no more than 2 cottages per property with 

the exception of a 3rd unit if  the property is compr ised of at least 11 acres of land. The 

permanent residence of the owner or the manager of the business may also be located on 

the property but shall be  counted as 1 of the total units permitted.  Facilities related to the 

horse industry such as 
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horse pastures, trails, run in sheds, barns, and stables may be permitted as accessory 

8.30 Hotel and Motel  

A. Definition . Building(s) containing sleeping accommodations for 10 or more persons, 

providing a temporar y abode of persons who have their residences elsewhere. 

B. Standards.  All buildings,  outdoor recreational activities such as swimming pools, and 

parking shall be located a minimum 50 feet from any residentially zoned propert y l ine.  

1 parking space per room, plus 1 space per employee on a normal shift. 

8.31 Office  

A. Definitio n. An establishment providing direct services to consumers, conducted during 

normal business hours, in a fully -enclosed building, including financial offices (banks, 

brokers, insurance agents, accountants, appraisers), general business offices (adoption 

agency, catering, cell phone store, cleaning service office, fortune tellers),  instructional 

services (music, art and craft classes, and tutoring), licensed medical offices (dentists, 

doctors, counselors, chiropractor, hospice and palliative care facility, massage therapist, 

medical/optical/scientific research facility, physical therapist, psychologists, 

psychiatrists, laboratories, blood banks), professional offi ces ɬ office use only (architects, 

cartographers, engineers, lawyers, real estate agents, editors, publishers, journalists, 

graphic design, construction contractors, landscape design, surveyors, salespersons,  

travel agents), professional studios (artists, authors, sculptors, musicians, 

photographers, radio and television studios), and similar office  uses. This use does not 

inclu de manufacturing , repair, or storage of materials or products. 

B. Standards. Massage therapists shall meet the requirements per the Moore County Code 

of Ordinance Section 9-46.  

C. Parking. Financial Offices - 1 space for each 200 square feet of gross floor space, plus 1 

space for each 2 employees.  Medical Offices ɬ 5 spaces for each doctor plus 1 space for 

each employee. Other types of offi ces ɬ 1 space for each 300 square feet of gross floor 

area, minus storage areas. 

8.32 Small Applia nce Repair Shop 

A. Definition . Repair establishments, where the principal activi ty includes, but not limited 

to the repair of home appliances and equipment, bicycles, lawnmowers, shoes, clocks, 

watches, and jewelry, and also includes tailors, gunsmiths, locksmiths, and upholstery 

shops. Vehicle repair shops and automobile service stations are separate definitions. 

B. Gunsmith . Any person who repairs firearms. An accessory use may include 1 gun 

receiver manufacturing machine.  Ammunition manufa cturing is prohibited . Facilities 

shall only discharge a firearm within an approved test fire vault. Outdoor test firing 

requires Conditional Use Permit approval. Repair shops shall comply with all required 

permits and regulation s, including but not limited to  Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 

(ATF) permits.   
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8.33 Trade Contractor Office and Workshop  

A. Definition . An establishment used by special trade contractors for office space and may 

inclu de the following accessory uses within the principal  building: the housing and/or 

operating of m achinery, the fabrication of products, and interior storage. Special trade 

contractors include carpentry, septic installers, general contractors, subcontractors, 

grading, HVAC, electricians,  plu mbers, landscaping, woodworking, tree service, 

cabinetry, sign painting, metal work, and pool installation.  

B. Parking. 1 space for each 300 square feet of gross floor area, minus storage areas. 

8.34 Auction House  

A. Definition . A full y-enclosed building used for th e sale of goods, equipment, livestock, or 

vehicles, to the highest bidder.  

B. Standards. Outdoor vehicle auctions shall utilize Type 3 screening (Section 7.11). One 

time estate auctions, tax sales, or court ordered sales at the site of the estate or other 

property being sold are exempt from zoning requirements.  1 parki ng space for each 300 

square feet of gross floor area, minus storage areas. 

8.35 Convenience Store  

A. Definition . A small retail establishment (principal use) that may  be in a rural area, 

designed and stocked to sell primarily food, ice cream, beverages, other household 

supplies, locally grown produce, gardening supplies, fishing tackle, and the like  to 

customers who purchase only a relatively few items (in contrast to  a ɁÚÜ×ÌÙÔÈÙÒÌÛɂȺȭɯ ɯ

small grill ( restaurant) may be permitted within the building as an accessory use. Refer 

ÛÖɯɁ5ÌÏÐÊÓÌɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌɯ2ÛÈÛÐÖÕÚɂɯÍÖÙɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÐÌÕÊÌɯÚÛÖÙÌÚɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÎÈÚɯÚÛÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ 

B. Parking. 1 space for each 150 square feet of gross floor area, minus storage areas. 

8.36 Feed and Seed Sales  

A. Definition . An establishment engaged in retail sales of primarily agricultural products, 

related to the day-to-day activities of agricultural production, lawn  furniture, including 

the bulk storage of fertilizers and related agrichemicals (per the NC Fire Prevention 

Code).  

B. Parking. 1 space for each 150 square feet of gross floor area, minus storage areas. 

8.37 Florist  

A. Definition . A retail business whose principal activity is the selling of pl ants which are 

not grown on the si te and conducting business within an enclosed building.  

B. Parking. 1 space for each 150 square feet of gross floor area, minus storage areas. 
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8.38 Flea Market  

A. Definiti on. A building or open area in which stalls or sales areas are set aside, and rented 

or otherwise provided, and which are intended for use by various unrelat ed individuals 

to sell articles that are either homemade, homegrown, handcrafted, old obsolete, or 

antique, and may include the selling of new or used goods at retail by businesses or 

individu als who are generally engaged in retail trade. Residential yard sale is a separate 

definition.  Sale or trade of exotic, domestic, or farm animals shall be prohibited. 

B. Standards. All outdoor display tables and/or racks, tents , tarps, shelters, coverings of 

any type, or vehicles used shall be removed within 72 hours from  the time of opening 

unless approved by the Board of Commissioners. All outside reta il areas shall be a 

minimum of 3 0 feet from any residentially zoned property  li ne. All items shall be stored 

indoors when the flea market is not open for business or removed from the site at the 

close of each business day. 1 parking space for each 300 square feet of gross floor area, 

minus storage areas. 

C. Supplemental. Sales involving fruits, vegetables, and other eatable items shall be 

permitted through the Moore County Depa rtment of Environmental Health . Any 

buildings or str uctures shall meet the current NC Building Code. Any 700 square foot 

tent or 400 square foot tents with wall  enclosures shall be approved by  the Moore 

County Department of Public Safety . Conditional Use Permit approval is required in the 

B-2 zoning distric t when sales are not contained within a fully -enclosed building.  

8.39 Garden Center  

A. Definition . A place of business where retail and wholesale products and produce are 

sold to the consumer. These centers may include a nursery and/or greenhouses, import 

most of the plants sold, nursery products and stock, potting soil, garden tools, and lawn 

furnitu re.  

B. Parking. 1 space for each employee. 

8.40 Manufactur ed Home Sales 

A. Definition . An establishment devoted to the retail  sales of new or used manufactured 

homes, modular homes, and storage buildings. 

B. Standards. The display area shall be set back a minimum of 20 feet from the street right -

of-way and 10 feet from all other property lines. 5 parking spaces per employee. 

8.41 Restaurant  

A. Definition . An establishment where food and drink are served as a principal activit y. 

Included in this definition are cafeterias, lunch counters, ice cream shops, bakeries, soda 

shops, drive-thru, and fast food restaurants. Drive -thru and fast food are not permitted 

in the CGWL Zoning District. Per the NC Alcohol Beverage Control Commission, food 

sales must exceed 30% of total food and alcohol sales (including beer, wine, and mixed 

beverage sales) and food shall be available during all business hours.  
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B. Standards. Any outdoor seating or area used as part of the establishment shall not 

obstruct a minimum 4 foot walking path to any doorway and shall meet buildi ng 

setback requirements. 1 parki ng space for each 4 seats at tables, 1 space for each 2 seats 

at counters or bars plus 1 space for each 2 employees. Such establishment must obtain 

applicable Alcohol Beverage Control Commission (ABC) licenses. 

8.42 Retail Sales 

A. Definition . Establishments where the principal use is for the sale or rental of goods or 

merchandise to the general public for personal or household consumption, where such 

goods are available for immediate purchase and removal from the premises by the 

pur chaser, usually in small quantit ies, as well as services incidental to the sale of these 

goods, including b ut not limited to ABC stores, apparel stores, pharmacy & drug stores, 

furniture sales, hardware stores, grocery stores, ice machines (self service).  

B. Grocery Store. A free standing store where most of the floor area is devoted to the sale of 

food products for home preparation and consumption, which typically also offer other 

home care and personal care products, and which are substantially larger and carry a 

broader range of merchandise than convenience stores. A grocery store over 25,000 

square feet proposed shall be subject to Conditional Use Permit approval. 

C. Ice House / Machines. An unattended building or structure  where ice is bagged 

automatically o r dispensed in bulk to the consumer and is activated by the insertion of 

money, credit cards, check cards, token or similar means.  This use can be a principal use 

or an accessory use to another approved commercial use.  

D. Alcoholic Beverage Package (ABC) Store. An establishment licensed by the state 

exclusively for the retail sale of alcoholic beverages, excluding beer and wine, in original 

packages for consumption off the premises where sold. Drive-thru lanes and service 

windows shall be screened and setback a minimum of 30 feet from prop erty zoned for 

residential purposes. 

E. Parking. Grocery Stores ɬ 1 space for each 150 square feet of gross floor area, minus 

storage areas. Other Retail Sales ɬ 1 space for each three hundred (300) square feet of 

gross floor area, minus storage areas. 

8.43 Shoppi ng Center 

A. Definition . A group of 2 or more commercial establishments planned, developed, and 

managed as a unit with a unified design of buildings and with coordinated parking and 

service areas that will not be subdivided and  designed for occupancy by separate 

businesses.   

B. Standards. All outparcels developed as part of  a shopping center shall be accessed 

internally, via the  permitted entrances for the shopping center itself. 1 parkin g space for 

each 300 square feet of gross floor area, minus storage areas. 
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8.44 Wholesales 

A. Definition . An establishment primarily engaged in sel ling durable and nondurable 

goods to retailers; to industrial, commercial, institutional, farm, construction contractors, 

or professional business uses; or to other wholesalers.   

B. Standards. Businesses may or may not be open to the general public, but sales to the 

general public are limited. Accessory uses may include offices, product repair, 

warehouses, minor fabrication services, outdoor storage, and repackaging of goods. 

Indoor facilities o ver 25,000 square feet proposed or outdoor storage/display areas 

occupying more than 30% of the lot shall be subject to Conditional Use Permit approval. 

1 parking space for each employee on the largest shift plus 1 space per vehicle used in 

the operation.  

8.45 Boat & RV Storage 

A. Definition . The storage of boats and recreational vehicles indoors or outdoors on a 

property.  

B. Parking. 5 spaces per employee. 

8.46 Car Wash or Auto Detailing  

A. Definition . The use of a site for washing and cleaning of passenger vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, or other light duty equipment, using production  line method or, water, 

equipment, or soap for the complete or partial hand washing of automobiles, whether 

washing is performed by the operator or by the custo mer.  

B. Standards. Car wash and auto detaili ng uses shall be designed to ensure proper 

functioning  of the site as related to vehicle stacking, circulation, and turning movements, 

as illustrated on the site plan. 1 parking space per bay or washing station.  

8.47 Commercial Truck Wash  

A. Definition . The use of a site for the washing, waxing, and vacuuming of hea vy 

equipment, trucks, and buses. 

B. Standards. Refer to Section 8.46 B. 

8.48 Parking Lot as Principal  Use of Lot 

A. Definition . Any building or premises used exclusively f or the parking of vehicles for 

short and long -term fee parking.   

B. Standards. Parking spaces may be rented for parking, or otherwise used in accordance 

with an ap proved t emporary event, but no other business of any kind shall be 

conducted on the lot, includ ing repair service, sales, washing, display, or storage of 

vehicles or other goods. 
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8.49 Taxi Service 

A. Definition . A service that offers transportation in passenger automobiles and vans to 

persons including those who are handicapped in return for remuneration.  

B. Parking. 1 space per taxi.  

8.50 Vehicle, Auto Parts, Tires, Farm Equipment, Boat, RV - Sales, Rental, Service 

(excluding storage or wrecked or junked vehicles)  

A. Definition . Buildings and premises where the primary activity is for  vehicles, auto parts, 

tires, farm equipment, boats, and/or recreational vehicles to be sold, rented, or serviced.  

B. Service Standards. All repair or service activity, excluding washing, shall be conducted 

entirely within a fully -enclosed building.  5 parkin g spaces per service bay.  

C. Sales Standards The display area shall be a minimum 5 from the street right -of-way and 

10 feet from all other property lines. 1 parking space per 150 square feet, minus storage 

areas.  

D. Prohibited . There shall be a maximum of 10 inoperable vehicles stored outdoors. Tire 

sales are not permitted in the Village Business District.  

8.51 Vehicle Service Stations (Gas  Stations)  

A. Definition . An establishment where gasoline or diesel fuel is supplied at retail and 

where, in addition, convenience stores, car washes, tire sales and service, auto repair, 

and sale of auto accessories and supplies may be permitted as accessory uses, as 

indicated on th e site plan. All accessory uses shall meet the applicable specific use 

standards.   

B. Standards. Build ings, gasoline pumps, tanks, pump islands, and fuel sales shall conform 

to all setback requirements in accordance with the NC Fire Prevention Code. 1 parkin g 

space per pump plus 1 space per employee. 

8.52 Vehicle Wrecker Service  

A. Definition . An establishment operated for the purpose of temporar y storage on-site of no 

more than 15 unstacked inoperable vehicles at one time. The use shall be considered a 

salvage yard when exceeding the minimum requirements.  

B. Parking. 2 spaces per tow vehicle.   

8.53 Adult Gaming Establishment  

A. Definition . Any establishment deemed legal by state law, featuring 1 or more stand -

alone electronic or conventional gaming un its, skill -based or otherwise, or serving 1  or 

more patrons in such a capacity at any one time, which also rewards patrons with cash 

or other monetary payment s, goods or certificates for services which are redeemable for 

cash or other monetary payment on or off premis e and including on -line redemptions, 
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as well as any rewards which cannot be legally obtained, consumed, or otherwise used 

by minors. Any use meeti ng this definition shall be considered a primary use regardless 

of association or location in conjunction with  other permissible primary uses. State of 

North Carolina sanctioned lottery functions shall not be considered as adult gaming 

establishments for the purposes of this ordinance. 

 

B. Standards. All buildings, outdoor seating/ entertainment, and par king areas shall be 50 

feet from any residentially zoned property line. 1 parking space for each 2 people at full 

capacity. No more than 4 machines per location. 

8.54 Bar / Tavern  

A. Definition . An establishment, or part of an establishment, having as its principa l or 

predominant use the serving of beer, wine, or liquor for consumption on the premises, 

and which sets a minimum age requirement for entrance, consistent wi th state law. Such 

uses may also provide on -site entertainment in the form of live performances, dancing, 

billiards, or other entertainment activities.  

B. Standards. All buildings, outdoor seating/ entertainment, and parking areas shall be 50 

feet from any residentially zoned property lin e. 1 parking space for each 2 people at full 

capacity. Additional temporary overflow parking of 1 space per 200 square feet of 

building area shall be required for establishments providing dancing and/or live 

entertainment. 

C. Supplemental. Such establishment shall  obtain applicable Alcohol Beverage Control 

Commission (ABC) permits . 

8.55 Brewery / Winery (not a bona fide farm)  

A. Definition . An establishment for the manufacture, blending, brewing, fermentation, 

processing, and packaging of beer or wine that may or may not be in association with an 

existing vineyard or hops and grain farm located on the same property. Retail sales, 

banquet hall, tasting facility, and restaurant may be permitted as an accessory use with 

all applicable Alcoho l Beverage Control Commission (ABC) commission permits.  

B. Standards. All buildings, outdoor seatin g/ entertainment, and parking areas shall be 50 

feet from any residentially zoned property line. 1 parking space for each 2 people at full 

capacity.  

8.56 Dance Club, Night Club, Billiard  

A. Definit ion. An establishment that stays open after 10:00 PM on weekends or on more 

than an occasional basis, that offers food and beverages, including alcoholic beverages to 

persons 21 years of age and older, in conjunction with dan cing or live performances, and 

which sets a minimum age requirement for entrance.  

B. Standards. Refer to Section 8.53(B). 
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8.57 Distillery  

A. Definition . A legal establishment for the manufacture, blending, fermentation, 

processing and packaging of distilled alcohol spir its (including but not limi ted to rum, 

vodka, and whiskey) . Such facility does not provide on-site retail sales or samples and 

must comply with all Alcohol Beverage Control Commission (ABC) laws and permits.  

B. Parking. 1 space for each 4 people at full capacity. 

8.58 Massage & Bodywork The rapy Practice, Unlicensed  

A. Definition . Any business wherein massage is practiced, including establishments 

commonly known as health clubs, physical culture studios, massage studios, or massage 

parlors. A business licensed through the Board of Massage & Bodywork Therapy is a 

separate definition.  

B. Standards. Refer to Section 8.53(B) with the exception of 1 parking space per 150 square 

feet minus storage area. 

8.59 Pawn Shop 

A. Definition . An establishment primarily engaged in the loanin g of money on the security 

of property pledged in the keeping of the pawnbroker, and the sale of such property. A 

pawn broker is any person engaged in the business of lending money on the security of 

pledged goods and who may also purchase merchandise for resale from dealers and 

traders. 

B. Standards. Refer to Section 8.53(B) with the exception of  1 park ing space per 150 square 

feet minus storage area.  

8.60 Sexually Oriented Business  

A. Definition . An establishment which by law excludes minors by virtue of the fact that a 

substantial portion of it s ÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÚÌßÜÈÓÓàɯÌß×ÓÐÊÐÛȭɯ2.!ɀÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯÈÕàɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯËÌÍÐÕÌËɯ

as an "adult establishment" by NCGS 14-202.10. Such uses include, but are not limited to, 

adult arcades, adult book stores, adult video stores, adult theaters (dri ve-in, picture and 

min -picture), adult cabarets, massage parlors, or adult entertainment establishments. 

B. Standards. All buildings and parking areas shall be 750 feet from any residentially 

zoned property line and a minimum 2,500 feet from  another SOB, publ ic park, nursing 

home, church, child  care facility, or school as measured by a straight line distance, from 

property line to property line. 1 parking space for each employee plus 1 space for each 

client at full capacity  

8.61 Tattoo Parlor, Body Piercing  

A. Defini tion. Any business, or any part of thereof, where tattooing and/or body piercing is 

practiced or where the business of tattooing and/or body piercing is conducted.  
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B. Standards. Refer to Section 8.53(B) with the exception of 1 parking space per 150 square 

feet minus storage area. 

8.62 Cemetery or Mausoleum, Commercial  

A. Definition . A place used or to be used and dedicated or designated for earth interments 

of human remains. 

B. Standards. The minimum yard required for all in ground interment plots is 10 feet and 

above ground interment facilities a nd any buildings shall conform to principal building 

setbacks. 1 parking space for each employee. 

8.63 Cemetery, Family  

A. Definition . Privately-owned f amily place used or to be used and dedicated or designated 

for earth interments of human remains. 

B. Standards. The development must meet all applicable environmental health regulat ions 

for wells and septic tanks. 

8.64 Child  Care Facility  

A. Definition . A child day care facility  includes a program or arrangement where , at any 

one time, 3 or more children less than 13 years old, who do not reside where the care is 

provided, receive care on a regular basis of a minimum once per week for more than 4 

hours but less than 24 hours per day from persons other than their guardians or full -

time custodians, or from persons not related to them by birth, marriage, or adoption, in 

accordance with  NCGS 110-86.  

B. Standards. The size of the outdoor activity or play areas shall be installed as required by 

the NC Department  of Health & Human Services before the Certificate of Occupancy is 

issued. The facility shall have ingress and egress directly onto a public street and shall 

provide entrance to and exit from the property without backing onto the street right -of-

way. 1 parking space for each employee plus 1 space for every 5 students. State licensure 

is required before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued.  

8.65 Chi ld Care Home Facility   

A. Definition . A child care home facility is a child care arrangement located in a residence 

where, at any one time, more than 2 children, but less than 9 children, receive child care 

and of the children present at any one time in a family child care home, no more than 5 

children shall be preschool-aged, including the operator 's own preschool-age children, 

in accordance with NCGS 110-86(3)b and 91(7)b and NCAC SECTION .1700. 

B. Child Care in a Manufactured Home .  The home shall have underpi nning consisting of a 

brick curtain wall or have galvanized metal sheeting, ABS, or PVC plastic color skirting 

with interlocking edges, installed around the pe rimeter of the home. Skirting shall be in 

good condition and unpierced except for ventilation and  access. In addition, s inglewide 
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manufactured homes are limited to a maximum of 3 preschool -age children (not more 

than 2 may be 2 years of age or less) and 2 school-age children. 

C. Standards. The child care provider shall live in the residence full -time. Play space shall 

be enclosed by a chain link or solid fence at least four (4) feet high. 1 parking space for 

each employee plus 1 space for every 5 students. State licensure is required before a 

Certificate of Occupancy is issued. 

8.66 Colleges, Business & Trade Schools 

A. Definition . An institution that provides full -time or part -time education beyond high 

school. 

B. Standards. 1 parking space for every 6 students, based upon the maximum number 

attending  classes at any one time, 1 space for each administrative office, plus 1 space for 

each professor. 

8.67 Funeral Home  

A. Definition . An establishment that provides human funeral services, i ncluding 

embalming and memorial services. Accessory uses may include a crematorium.  

B. Standards. 1 parking space for each 4 seats in the chapel or parlor, plus 1 for each 

funeral vehicle, plus 1 space for each employee 

8.68 Government Facility  

A. Definition . A build ing or land use owned, operated, or occupied by a local, state, or 

federal governmental agency to provide a governmental service to the immedi ate area 

and needs of the county citizens. Examples include, but are not limited to, emergency 

service facilities, county offices, county utilities,  county solid w aste convenience site, 

libr aries, post offices, employment offices, public assistance offices, vehicle registration 

and licensing services, and public recreational facilities, open space, and parks.  A 

convenience site is a small county maintained facility , typically a satellite  location, 

provided for convenience to citizens, used for the collecti on, separation, and short-term 

storage of waste, recyclables, and/or hazardous materials.   

B. Parking. 1 parking space per employee and one for each 4 seats provided for patron use. 

8.69 Hospit al 

A. Definition . An institution providing human health services primaril y for in -patient 

medical and surgical care for the physically or mentally sick and injured and including 

related support f acilities such as laboratories, out-patient departments, staff offices, food 

services, and gift shop. 

B. Standards. 1 parking space per each 3 patient beds, plus 1 space for each staff or visiting 

doctor plus 1 space for each 2 employees on shift of average greatest employment. 
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8.70 Museums and Art G alle ries 

A. Definition . Museums are institution devoted to the procurement, care, study, and 

display  of objects of lasting interest or value. Art galleries include original works of art 

bought, sold, loaned, appraised, or exhibited to the general public . 

B. Parking. 1 space for every 4 participants at full capacity. 

8.71 Religious Institutions  

A. Definition . A buil ding wherein persons regularly assemble for religious worship and  

which is maintained and controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public 

worship, t ogether with all accessory buildings and uses customarily associated with 

such primary purpose.  

B. Accessory Usesȭɯ (ÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯ ×ÈÚÛÖÙɀÚɯ ÏÖÜÚÐÕÎȮɯ 2ÜÕËÈàɯ ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯ ÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎÚȮ recreational 

buildings utilized by congregation only, fellowship halls, food pantry, childc are facility, 

school, coffee house, bible school, and after-school facilities. Childcare facilities shall 

meet the applicable specific use standards and shall submit a copy of state licenses 

before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued.  Schools located on the same lot as the 

church and located in residential zoning districts shall require a Conditional Use Permit 

and meet the Specific Use Standards. 

C. Church Cemeteries. A chur ch cemetery shall be associated with the church, located on 

the same tract of land as a religious institution, or a n immediately abutting  parcel to a 

religious institution under the same own ership. The minimum yard required for all 

burial plots and any other building or structure  is 30 feet from any exterior property line 

or the required district principal building set back, whichever is greater. 

D. Parking. 1 space for each 4 seats in the assembly room(s), plus 1 space per employee, or 

1 space for each 4 persons at full occupancy, whichever is greater. 

8.72 Security Training Facility  

A. Definition . An indoor and/or outdoor trainin g facility for militar y or law enforcement on 

a minimum of 50 acres in area that includes daytime and/or nighttime hours of 

operation. 

B. Firearms and Explosive Training . Firearm training facilities shall comply with Section 

8.89. ThÌɯɁ,ÐÓÐÛÈÙàɯ'ÈÕËÉÖÖÒɯɬ Range Facilities and Miscellaneous Training Facilities 

Other Than Buildings (M IL-HDBK -ƕƔƖƛɤƗ!ȺɂɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÜÛÐÓÐáÌËɯÍÖÙɯËÌÚÐÎÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÓÐÛÈÙàɯ

training facility. A listing of the type, amount, and physical location of all explosive 

material shall be provided by t he applicant. Any over night or temporary storage of 

weapons, ammunition, an d explosives shall meet the Department of Defense storage 

and stand-off safety standards. 

C. Blank Ammunition Training . Facilities involving the use of b lank ammunition and/or 

explosive simulators shall inc lude the proposed noise decibels to existing dwelling  units 

within ¼ of a mile (approximately 1,320) from the project site.     
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D. Prohibited . Military type activities or maneuvers, including but not limite d to hand-to-

hand combat traini ng, maritime training,  swamp, or guerilla warfare techniques, 

incendiary ty pe firings, infiltration course type training, etc. is permitted for use by law 

enforcement, military or federal agency groups only.  

8.73 Schools, Elementary, M iddle, High  

A. Definition . A public or private school offering general, technical, or alternative 

instru ction at the elementary, middle, and/or high school levels.  

B. Standards. All buildings, outdoor recreational areas, and parking shall be a minimum 50 

feet from any residentially zoned  property line. Screening is not required if all 

recreational uses are not lighted, including athletic fields, and are set back 100 feet from 

any residentially zoned property line.  Playgrounds shall be surrounded with a chai n 

li nk or solid fence or wall o f a minimu m 4 feet in height.   

C. Parking, Elementary and Middle Schools - 1 space for each classroom and 

administrative office, plus 1 space for each employee and 1 large space for each bus. 

High Schools - Same as elementary schools plus 1 space for each 20 students. 

8.74 Accessory, Swimming Pools  

A. Definition . All permanent or temporary  public, commercial, or private above -ground or 

in-ground water containment areas more than 2 feet deep, designed for recreational use 

involving wadin g, swimming, and/or diving and including all structures, walks or patio 

areas of cement, stone, or wood at or above grade, built for, and used in conjunction 

with the swimming pool.  

B. Residential Lot Layout . Swimming pools shall be located in side or rear yards and shall 

meet the accessory buildin g setbacks.  

C. Multi -Family and Non -Residential Lot Layout . Indoor and Outdoor facilities shall be a 

minimum of 100 feet inside the property lines abutting  to a residential zoning district 

and a minimum of 50 feet from any other property line.  

D. Supplemental. No water may be discharged directly into natural streams or publi c 

waterways or on abutting  properties. All swimming pools shall comply with the latest 

and applicable version of the NC  Building Code, including but n ot l imited to fencing 

requi rements, building, mechanical, or electrical related work. The NC Rules Governi ng 

Public Swimming Pools may apply when public or commercial activities are involved.  

8.75 Airports, Public or Private  

A. Definition . Any place which is used or intended for use for t he landing and taking off of 

aircraft, and airport buildings, taxiways, aircraf t storage, hangars, and other necessary 

buildings and open spaces. 

B. Standards. There shall be a minimum of 300 feet between any runway or  taxiway to th e 

nearest property zoned for re sidential purposes. 1 parking space for each 4 seats for 
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waiting passengers, plus 2 spaces for each 3 employees, plus 1 space for each vehicle 

used in the operation. 

C. Supplemental. Application shall conform to current FAA desi gn standards and the 

location, type, and height of any building or structure, including towers, over 200 feet in 

height and within a 5 mile radius. FAA permits are required before the Certificate of 

Occupancy is issued.   

8.76 Airstri p, Small Private  

A. Definition . The use of a field or grassed runway, on a noncommercial basis, for privately 

owned airplanes when the owner of a minimum 1 of the resident planes lives on the 

premises. 

B. Standards. 1 building may be constructed for storage of planes. The building cannot be 

used or rented for storage of planes that do not belong to the property owner or lessee. 

There shall be a minimum of 300 feet between any runway or taxiway to the nearest 

property zoned for residential purposes, except that a residence may be located on the 

property of a small privat e airfield.   

8.77 Assembly Hall  

A. Definition . A fully or partially enclosed fa cility, or open area used or intended to be used 

primarily for spectator sports, entertainment events, exposition s, public or private 

gatherings, conferences, and conventions and accessory uses such as snack bars, 

restaurants, and retail sales of related iÛÌÔÚȮɯÈÕËɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÍÈÊÐÓÐÛÐÌÚȭɯɁAssembly 

HallɂɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÙÔÚɯÈÔ×ÏÐÛÏÌÈÛÌÙȮɯarena, banquet hall, coliseum, convention center, 

exhibition hall , receptionist hall, retreat center, sports arena, and stadium.  

B. Standards. Fully -enclosed buildings and parking shall be a minimum 50 feet from any 

residentially zoned property line. Partially enclosed or open recre ational facilities shall 

be a minimum  100 feet from any property lin e. Parking (no spectators) shall be 1 space 

for every 2 participants at ful l capacity. Parking (with spectators) 1 space for every 4 

spectator seats (one seat is equal to 2 feet of bench length). 

8.78 Camp or Care Centers, Nonprof i t 

A. Definition . Land used by a nonprofit organization that consists of 1 or more buildings, 

located on a minimum 20 acres of land that provides accommodations for more than 9 

individuals and where the activities of those individuals predominantly occur in 

supervised groups for recreational, religious, and/or educational purposes, including 

but not limited to re treat events and summer camps for children, groups or families. 

Accessory uses may include, but are not limited to, tents or cabins, staff housing, 

worship areas, dining areas, horse stables, ball fields, amphitheaters, retreat center, or 

swimming pools.  

B. Parking . 1 parking space for each employee and one parking space for each 5 beds. 
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C. Utilities . All water and sewage facilities shall be designed and installed according to the 

standards of the Moore County Department of Public Works , Department of 

Environment al Health, and NC Department of Environmental Quality.  

D. Prohibited . No one shall remain at the campground for more than 30 continuous days 

within a 60 day period with the exception o f staff.  

8.79 Campground  

A. Definition . A lot in single ownership that has been developed or is intended to be 

developed for occupancy by tents, cabins, and all types of recreational vehicles, 

including tent trailers, for transient dwel ling purposes. 

B. Lot Layout . 

1. Minimum Property Size ɬ 20 acres 

2. Maximum Density ɬ 24 campsites per acre  

3. Peripheral Buffer including street ROW ɬ Type 3 Screening (Section 7.11) 

4. Minimum Campsite Size ɬ 1,000 square feet 

5. Minimum Space Width ɬ 20 feet 

6. Minimum  setback of buildings from any property line ɬ 50 feet 

7. Minimum C ommon Open Space or Recreation Area ɬ 10% of gross site  
 

C. Existing Campground . All new campgrounds and all expansions to existing 

campgrounds shall meet all standards set forth in this Ordinan ce.  

D. Site Plan. The site plan shall be prepared by a licensed engineer, architect, or surveyor, 

which depi cts the proposed general design and arrangement of uses and buildings. In 

addition  to the site plan requirements per Section 4.2(C), the following sha ll be included 

on the site plan: lighting, streets, peripheral b uffer, campsite spaces, and phase lines. 

E. Off -Street Parking. Each tent campsite shall have 2 parking spaces. The minimum 

parking space dimensions shall be 9 feet by 18 feet. Each RV space shall have off-street 

parking for 1 RV and parking space for a minim um 1 car. 

F. Lighting . Interior lighting is r equired in any building open at night. Lighting shall be 

provided for all recreation areas, bathrooms, and dumping areas, and parking areas 

(other than at each campsite), shall be lit at night, either with a light mounted on the 

building or as a pole light .  

G. Utilities . Drinking water and sanitary (bathrooms and showers) facilities shall be 

available within twelve hundred (1,200) feet. For RV campgrounds , a minimum 1 central 

sewage dumping station shall be provided for removing and disposing of waste from 

waste holding tanks. Sanitary facilities and dumping stations shall be separated from 

any campsite by a minimum of 50 feet.  All water and sewage facili ties shall be designed 

and installed according to the standards of the Moore County Department of Public 

Works, Department of Environmental Health, and NC Department of Environmental 
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Quality.  -Öɯ ×ÙÖÝÐÚÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÜÛÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɯ ÖÙɯ ɁÏÖÖÒÜ×Úɂɯ ÚÏÈÓÓɯ ÉÌɯ ÊÖÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÌËɯ ÖÕɯ Ûent only 

campsites. 

H. Streets. No space shall have direct access to a public street. All roadways within a 

campground shall be located outside of the campsite space. Unpaved streets or 

easements shall be a minimum width of 20 feet, depth of 4 inches, with a mini mum 

verti cal clearance of 13 feet 6 inches for accessibility by service and emergency vehicles 

before a Certificate of Occupancy is issued. Gates or Barricades installed on Fire 

Apparatus Access Roads shall comply with the adopted NC Fire Prevention Code. A ll 

dead end roadways shall be provided with a turn -around, pursuant to Section 18.7I. 

Permanent roadway name signs and stop signs shall be installed at intersections to all 

internal roadways . Paved roadways shall be designed and constructed in compliance 

with NCDO3ɀÚɯ2ÜÉËÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯ1Öads Minimum Construction Standards as certified by a 

professional NC Engineer. 

I. Accessory Uses. Customary accessory uses may be provided by the property owner, 

shall be only for the use  of campers, and shall not have direct access to a public road, 

but shall abut the internal roadway as approved by the Administrator, including:  

1. Service buildings such as an administrative office, bathhouses, laundry facilities, and 

a camp store may by provided, for the use of campground users only , which m ay 

sell camping supplies, e.g. food, ice, personal supplies, etc. 

2. Recreational uses such as walking trails, lakes, swimming pools, and game rooms.  

3. A house or manufactured home may be located within the campground for the 

owner, manager or caretaker of the campground.  
 

J. Phasing. When a campground is to be developed in phases, the proposed plan must be 

submitted for the entire development, and application for a zoning permit shall be made 

for each phase and spaces may then be rented upon issuance of the buildi ng permit. The 

fir st phase shall include no less than 3 spaces, NCDOT required or other appli cable 

utilities and infrastructure shall be installed.  

K. Prohibited . Storage of RVs, cars, boats, lumber, or other construction materials. No RV 

site shall  be used as a permanent residence. No tent or RV shall remain at the 

campground for more than 30 continuous days within a 60 day period. Selling of 

individual campsites are prohibited. Room additions and po rches are not allowed in 

campsite spaces. Any action toward removal of wheels  of an RV is prohibited  

L. Supplementalȭɯ3ÏÌɯÖÞÕÌÙɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÚÜÉÔÐÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàɀÚ Emergency Action Plan as deemed 

necessary by the Moore County Department of Public Safety. 

8.80 Camp, Recreational Day  

A. Definition .  Land located on a minimum 20 acres that provides low impact daytime 

activities for more than 9 individuals and where the activit ies predominantly occur in 

supervised groups for recreational, religious, and/or educational purpo ses, including 

but not limited to daytime retreat ev ents for children, work groups,  organizations, or 
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families. Active recreational uses may include, but are not limited to outdoor archery, 

ziplines, swimming pools, and low impact obstacle courses.   

B. Standards. All buildings and active recreational uses shall be constructed a minimum of 

50 feet from any residentially zoned lot.  1 parking space for each employee plus 1 space 

for every 4 participants.  

8.81 Civic / Social Club, Lodge, & Organization (Private N on-Profit)  

A. Definition . A nonprofit organization whose mem bers holds regular indoor meeti ngs and 

pay dues, and that may maintain dining facilities and serve alcohol , provided it is 

secondary to the common objective of the organization and is in compliance w ith 

applicable local, state, and federal laws, for the enjoyment of dues paying members and 

their guests. There are no sleeping facilities. This definition shall not include dance clubs 

or night clubs.  

B. Standards. 1 parking space for each 4 seats in the assembly room(s), plus 1 space per 

employee, or 1 space for each 4 persons at full occupancy, whichever is greater. 

8.82 Golf Driving Range  

A. Definition . A limited area on w hich golf players do not walk, but onto which they drive 

golf balls from a central driving tee.  

B. Standards. Driving ranges shall have a minimum depth o f 1,000 feet from the tees to the 

end of the driving area or the end shall be controlled with netting and/ or berms to 

prevent golf balls from leaving the property. No maintenance building o r clubhouse 

shall be closer than 50 feet from any residentially zoned property line. 2 parking spaces 

for each tee. 

8.83 Golf Courses (including Par 3)  

A. Definition . A tract of land laid out for playing a game of golf and improved with tees, 

greens, fairways, and hazards. A golf course includes a clubhouse, and shelters as 

accessory uses. This definition does  not include miniature golf.  

B. Standards. No maintenance building or clubhous e shall be closer than 50 feet from any 

residentially zoned property line.  4 parkin g spaces for each hole.  

8.84 Marina (fuel supplies)  

A. Definition . A facil ity where fuel supplies are available for watercraft.  

8.85 Neighborhood Park  

A. Definition . A public or private ar ea of land designed to serve recreation needs of a 

community including a subdivision / neighborhood park. Facilities may include a 

playground, benches, picnic shelters, walkways, greenways, or open fields. This 
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definition does not i nclude multi -use athletic fields or courts, swimming pools, or 

amphitheaters.  

B. Standards. Parks are not required to be screened. Playground equipment and fenced 

areas for recreation shall be located no closer than 30 feet from an existing residential 

build ing. 

8.86 Recreation, Indoor  

A. Definition . A fully enclosed facility providing for one or several recreational uses 

including sport auditoriums (basketball, dance, martial arts, so ccer, swimming, tennis, 

wrestli ng), batting cages, bowling alleys, skating rinks, and other recreational uses such 

as non-profit community centers, non -profit youth facilities, heal th and fitness clubs, 

gyms, movie theatres, and general gaming establishments. 

B. General Gaming Establishment. Any establishment deemed legal by state law, excluding 

billiards halls, adult gaming establishments and any others similarly defined in this 

chapter, whose primary use is to provide entertainment services to the general public in 

the form of electronic or conventional gaming units which provide either no reward to 

patrons or rewards ÖÍɯÓÐÔÐÛÌËɯÝÈÓÜÌɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÛÖàÚȮɯÎÈÔÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÕÖÝÌÓÛÐÌÚɯÞÏÌÕɯ

all of said rewards can be legally obtained and used by all ages and are not redeemable 

for cash or any other kind of compensation or services on or off premises, including on -

line redempÛÐÖÕÚȭɯ$ßÈÔ×ÓÌÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌɯÛÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÝÐËÌÖɯÎÈÔÌɯÈÙÊÈËÌÚɯÈÕËɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÈÕËɯ

family game centers, whether stand-alone or in conjunction with a rest aurant or other 

permissible uses. This shall be considered a primary use when occupying more than 50 

percent of the gross floor area of an establishment or being used by more than 50 percent 

of the patrons at any time or representing more than 50 percent of the total sales of the 

establishment. 

C. Standards. All buildings and parking shall be located a minimum 50  feet from any 

residentially zoned property line. 1 parking  space for every 2 participants at full 

capacity.  

8.87 Recreation, Low Impact Outdoor  

A. Definitio n. Recreational activities open to the public or members that have a low 

potential for nuisance to abuttin g property owners. This generally includes one or more 

of the following passive recreational uses: parks (not including neighborhood parks), 

hiking, h orseback riding, biking trails (non-motorized), and the following active 

recreational uses: 3 or less multi-use athletic fields or courts, model airplanes, and 

swimming pools.   

B. Standards. Passive Recreational Uses: No setback or screening required. Active 

Recreational Uses: All runways , fields and outdoor recreational uses shall be located a 

mini mum 100 feet from any residentially zoned property line. Screening is not required. 

1 parking  space for each employee plus 1 space for every 4 participants. The use of 

public street right -of-ways for parking including overflow parking shall be prohibited. 
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All model air plane runways, fields, and lighted courts shall be screened with a Type 3 

screening (Section 7.11) from any abutting  residential use on a different lo t or 

residentially zoned proper ty. 

8.88 Recreation, High Impact Outdoor  

A. Definition . Public or private recreational activities that have a high potential for 

nuisance to abutting  property owners. This generally includes one or more of the 

following active recrea tional uses: batting cages, amusement park, waterpark, 

fairgrounds, drive -in theatre, open or partially en closed arenas and amphitheaters, go-

cart or motorcross tracks, miniature golf, race tracks, or 4 or more mult i-use athletic 

fields or courts . 

B. Standards. Fully -enclosed buildings and parking shall be a minimum 50 feet from any 

residentially zoned property l ine. Partially enclosed or open recreational facilities shall 

be a minimum 100 feet from any property line. The use shall be totally enclosed by a 

securit y fence a minimum 6 feet high with 3 -strand barbed wire or razor wire. The use of 

public street right -of-ways for parking including overflow parking shall be prohibited.  

Such uses shall have direct access to a paved street right-of-way. 1 parking space for 

each employee plus 1 parki ng space for every 2 participants at full capacity.  

C. Drive-in theater.  The picture screen shall be positioned and screened so that it cannot be 

seen from any public street or residentially zoned area. Use of the theater property for 

any purpose other than displaying motion pictures, including but not limited to flea 

markets, shall require a conditional use permit.  

8.89 Shooting Range, Indoor  

A. Definition . An enclosed, permanent building  open to the public or to members of an 

organization, where firearms are discharged at targets regardless of whether a fee is 

paid to the owner or proprie tor of the facility.  

B. Standards. Shall be designed so projectiles cannot penetrate the walls, floor, or ceiling, 

and ricochets or back splatter shall not harm range users and shall incorporate walls and 

partitions capable of stopping all projectiles fired o n the range by containing or 

redirecting bullets to t he backstop. A backstop shall be installed that extends from side 

to side and from ceiling to flo or to protect the end of the range completely from 

penetration by direct bullet strikes and prevents ricoc hets. Applicant shall include 

information which demonstrates what measures will be  implemented so the use will not 

pose a hazard off site, including backstops and guarantees that the walls will be lined 

with a sound absorbing material to a 65 dbl rating at  the adjoining property line. These 

guarantees shall be certified by an acoustical professional. 1 parking space per shooting 

lane. All buildings or f acil ities shall be a minimum of  100 feet from any property line.  
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8.90 Shooting Range, Outdoor  

A. Definition . A facility open to the public or members of an organization, where firearms 

are discharged at targets regardless of whether a fee is paid to the owner or proprietor of 

the facility. Shooting ranges shall be a minimum of 50 acres in area.  

B. Setback. All shooting stations and targets on a range facility shall be setback a minimum 

200 feet from all property lines.  

C. Distances. All shooting stations and targets on a range facility shall be setback a 

minimum distance of ½ mile  (approximately 2,640 feet) from any existin g occupied 

dwelling, nursing home, school, church, or child  care facility with exception to the 

ÖÞÕÌÙɀÚɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÊÌȭɯ,ÌÈÚÜÙÌÔÌÕÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÙÖ×ÌÙÛy l ine to property line. The 

distance requirement may be varied with written permission in the form of an af fidavit 

from all adjoining property owners and all rightful leas eholders of dwelling located 

within the ½ mile surrounding area affected thereby. In  no case shall the distance 

requirement be less than ¼ of a mile (approximately 1,320 feet). 

D. Design. The facility shall be designed by a certified professional engineer in accordance 

ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ-1 ɀÚɯ1ÈÕÎÌɯ2ÖÜÙÊÌɯ!ÖÖÒȯɯ ɯ&ÜÐËÌɯÛÖɯ/ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯ"ÖÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÊurr ent 

edition and the US DepartÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ$ÕÌÙÎàɀÚɯ1ÈÕÎÌɯ#ÌÚÐÎÕɯ"ÙÐÛÌÙÐÈɯȹÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÛɯ

limited to typical  surface danger zone determination and backstop / barrier material 

thickness), whichever specific requirement from either document is most restricti ve.  

E. Fence. The use shall be totally enclosed by a security fence a minimum (6) feet high with 

3-strand barbed wire or razor wire. Ɂ-Öɯ3ÙÌÚ×ÈÚÚÐÕÎɯɬ Danger ɬ 2ÏÖÖÛÐÕÎɯ1ÈÕÎÌɂ signs 

shall be installed at 50 foot intervals around the perimeter.  

F. Lead Management. Ap plicant shall provide a p lan outlining guidelines as specified by 

ÛÏÌɯ$ÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ/ÙÖÛÌÊÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ ÎÌÕÊy Best Management Practices for Lead at Outdoor 

Shooting Ranges, current edition.  

G. Back Stops. All shooting stations must be oriented so firing traj ectory is not directed 

toward a  street right -of-way or dedicated access easement.  There shall be protection of 

abutting  propertied assured by proper design, location, and orientation of structures, 

backstops, and firing lines . A projectile-proof backstop, consisting of concrete, steel, 

earth, or a combination thereof, a minimum 20 feet high shall be erected and maintained 

behind all target areas. 

H. Insurance.  The permittee shall be required to carry a minimum $1,000,000 per 

occurrence of liability insurance .  

I. Parking. 1 space per shooting lane. 

J. Safety Officer. All range facilities open to the general public that allow the discharge of 

firearms shall provide an NRA Certified Range Safety Officer or individual that 

possesses the knowledge, skills, and attitude  essential to organizing, condu cting, and 

supervising safe shooting activities and range operations. This safety official shall be 
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located at the firing line to aide in the proper discharge and safe handling of all weapons 

anytime live fire is being conduc ted. 

K. Supplemental . The applicant shall include the types of weapons proposed to be used. 

The center or range must comply with all required permits and regulations, including 

but not limited to: Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) permits, National Fire 

Protection Association Standards, and International Building Code (Fire Prevention). 

The center or range and all individuals working with firearms or explosives at the 

facility shall be certified and permitted by Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) to 

conduct such operations in compliance with its permits.  

L. Exemptions. Target practice areas on private property, hunters safety course training 

activities (by a certified trainer), temporary seasonal turkey shoots (special event 

approval required), or government fa cilit ies. 

8.91 Zoo and Petting Zoo  

A. Definition . A zoo is an area, building, or structures which contain wild anim als kept for 

public exhibition. A petting zoo involves farm animals and other animals kept for public 

exhibition.  

B. Standards. Any animals or areas deemed potentially dangerous shall be identified 

through signage and be located a minimum 100 feet from any property line or street 

right -of-way.  These animals shall be enclosed within a security fence accommodated to 

that animal, or be located within a secured building . 1 parking space for each employee 

plus 1 space for every 4 participants.  

C. Supplemental. Writt en evidence of application to the United States Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) for such a facility shall be submitted at the time of application a nd 

wr itten evidence of USDA certification is required prior to issuance of a Certificate of 

Occupancy for the facility.  The owner(s) shall ensure the facility remains in compliance 

with local, State, and Federal regulations regarding permitting and contain ment of 

exotic animals. The owneÙɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÚÜÉÔÐÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÈÊÐÓÐÛàɀÚɯ$ÔÌÙÎÌÕÊàɯ ÊÛÐÖÕɯ/ÓÈÕɯÈÚɯËÌÌÔÌËɯ

necessary by the Moore County Department of Public Safety. 

8.92 Pottery Manufacturing and Sales  

A. Definition . The process of forming objects with clay and other ceramic materials.  

B.  Standards. Potteries may be a principal use or an accessory use to residential or 

agricultural uses. Potteries may include teaching workshops, studios, galleries, and 

retail sales.  

8.93 Man ufacturing , Light  

A. Definition . An establishment or activity primarily engaged in manufacturing, 

production, assembly and other uses which would not be inherently obnox ious and 

yield only very minimal heat, noise, odor, smoke, light, vibration, dust, and does not 
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include processing of hazardous gases, chemicals, and materials. Examples may include 

asphalt / concrete plants, bottling plant, electronic equipment, feed or f ood processing, 

furniture, garment, heavy equipment, ice plant, publishing and lithography, small 

appli ance, textile & hosiery mill, r esearch laboratory & development, and related 

products and uses. 

B. Parking.  1 space per 3 employees on the largest shift. 

8.94 M anufacturing, General  

A. Definition . An establishment or activity primarily engaged in manufacturing, 

production, assembly and other uses having potential to produce heat, noise, odor, 

smoke, light, vibration, dust, and does not include processing of hazardo us gases, 

chemicals, and materials. The site shall be utilized in a manner that shall not pose a 

hazard off-site, including air and wa ter quality. Examples may include manufacture or 

assembly of ammunition, fertilizer, vehicles, petroleum, biodiesel, elect ric power 

generation plants, lumber mills, planning mills, pulp and paper mills, other wood 

products, and related products and uses. 

B. Standards. Documentation regarding the specific materials to be manufactured or stored 

and the potential hazard which may b e encountered in an emergency due to these 

materials must be provided with required application. All bu ild ings and parking shall 

be located a minimum 50 feet from any residentially zoned property line. All outdoor 

storage areas shall be located a minimum 100 feet from any residentially zoned property 

line. The Board of Commissioners shall be authorized to increase this set back if the 

situation warrants, based on the specific substances that are to be manufactured or 

stored and in what specif ic quantities. 1 parking  space per 3 employees on the largest 

shift.  

8.95 Amateur Radio and Receive -only Antennas  

A. Definitio n. Any  antenna used for the pur pose of transmitting and receiving radio signals 

in conjunction with an amateur radio station licensed by the Federal Comm unications 

Commission. 

B. Standards. Amateur radio and receive-only antennas may be installed and operated as 

permitted uses, up to 100 feet tall. Towers may be up to 100 feet tall and shall be setback 

from all lot lines a distance equal to the structure's total height. The applicant shall 

provide certification from a civil engineer licensed in North Carolina that the tower 

design is such that it will not fall on abutting  property or on any building on the 

property on which it is located. (NCGS 153A -341.2) 

C. Supplemental . Operation of an amateur station requires an amateur operator license 

grant from the FCC. Proposed towers shall be forwarded to the Regional Land Use 

Advisory Commission for review (NCGS 153A -323B). 
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8.96 Contractors Storage Yard and Office  

A. Definition . An establishment used for the repair, maintenance, or storage of a 

ÊÖÕÛÙÈÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ ÝÌÏÐÊÓÌÚȮɯ ÌØÜÐ×ÔÌÕÛȮɯor materials and in which may m aintain include 

accessory offices and workshops related to such activities, including but not limited to a 

construction contractor, welder, earth moving contractor, or mulching business.  

B. Standards. All storage buildings  and outdoor storage areas shall be located a minimum 

50 feet from any residentially zoned property line. 1 parking space per employee and 1 

space for each 300 square of office space.  

8.97 Crematorium Facility  

A. Definition . A facility containing furnaces for the reduc tion  of dead bodies to ashes by 

fire. 

B. Parking. 1 space per 3 employees on the largest shift. 

8.98 Public & Private Utility Facilities  

A. Definition . Shall include public and private facilities and buildings that are or ar e not 

subject to county acceptance for operation and maintenance. Any septic related faciliti es 

shall be approved by the Department of Environmental Healt h. For purposes of this 

definition, utility facilities include the following uses and standards:  

B. Water and Sewer. Public or private w ater distribution and sewer collection facilities, 

treatment plants, pump stations, lift stati ons, and any component part(s) thereof  are 

exempt from zoning standards but shall be designed and constructed per Moore 

CountyɀÚ Department of Public Workɀs policies, specifications, and standards. 

C. Electrical Utility Substations. A premise which may or may not contain buildings, wher e 

the interconnection and usual transformation of electrical service takes place between 

systems shall meet the following standards: The parcel on which the facility is located 

does not need to conform to minimum lot size requirements. Substations or struc tures 

shall maintain standard setbacks applicable in the underlying zoning district and shall 

be enclosed wit h a fence 6 feet in height (minimum). Screening (Type 2 of Type 3 as 

specified in Section 7.11) shall be located between the fence and property line(s) and 

right -of-way. Any noise producing equipment or generator must be stored within a 

structure or  must be setback a minimum 50 feet from any public right -of-way or 

property line.  

8.99 Solar Collector Facility      

A. Definition .  A solar photovoltaic facility  whose primary purpose is to generate power to 

sell for commercial gain and is typically sold to energ y companies rather than end users.  

B. Setbacks. All structures and security fencing must meet a 100-foot front setback 

measured from the edge of the rights-of-way and 50-foot side and rear setbacks.  



 

70 

 

C. Screening. A landscape buffer/screen along all exterior sides of the security fence must 

consist of:  

1. On-site mature vegetation exists at a minimum height of ten feet and depth of 75 feet 

between the security fence and abutting  property including rights -of-way; or  

2. A single row of evergreens in combination with m ature vegetation, installed at a 

height of five feet achieving opaqueness and a minimum height of ten feet in five 

years; or  

3. A double row of off -set evergreens absent mature vegetation, installed at a height of 

five feet achieving opaqueness and a minimum height of ten feet in five years; or  

4. A berm combined with evergreen vegetation installed at a height of five feet 

achieving opaqueness and a minimum height of ten feet in five years. 

5. Topography . Where visibility of the solar farm is increased due to topo graphy, the 

landscape buffer/screen must be planted on-site in an area that lessens the view of 

the solar farm. Where visibility of the solar farm is decr eased due to topography, the 

landscape buffer/screen may be reduced. Both shall be determined by the planning 

director.  

6. Maintenance. Landscape buffer/screens, ground cover, security fences, gates, and 

warning signs must be maintained in good condition unti l the solar farm is 

dismantled and removed from the si te.  
 

D. Safety Standards. All solar panels must be constructed to minimize glare or reflection 

onto abutting  properties and abutting  roadways and must not interfere with traffic or 

create a safety hazard. A security fence equipped with a gate and a locking mechanism 

must be installed at a minimum height o f eight (8) feet along all exterior sides of the 

solar farm. A warning sign concerning voltage must be placed at the main gate to 

include the name of the solar farm operator and a local phone number for the solar farm 

operator in case of an emergency. 

E. Erosion Control . Erosion control measures must be installed at construction entrances in 

order to minimize off -site soil damage. Existing grass must be maintained in perpetuity 

sufficient to prevent erosion.  

F. Nuisance Control . Power transmission lines must be located underground to the exte nt 

practical. Inverter(s) shall be located a minimum one hundred and fifty (150) feet from 

any property line or public righ t-of-way. 

G. Change of Ownership. The zoning authorization permit is subject to revocation if the 

Moore County Department of Planning  is not notified when the solar farm company 

holding the permit sells or otherwise transfers its interest to another entity or  individual.  

H. Decommissioning Plan. Removal of solar farm equipment and site restoration:  

1. The application must include decommissioning  plans that describe the anticipated 

life of the solar farm, the estimated decommissioning costs in current dollars, the 

method for ensuring that funds will be availabl e for decommissioning and 
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restoration, and the anticipated manner in which the solar far m project will be 

decommissioned and the site restored.  

2. Following a continuous six month period in which no electricity is  generated, the 

permit holder will have six m onths to complete decommissioning of the solar farm. 

Decommissioning includes removal of  solar panels, buildings, cabling, electrical 

components, and any other associated facilities below grade as described in the 

approved decommissioning plan.  

3. Prior to t he issuance of a zoning compliance certificate, the applicant must provide 

the county wi th a performance guarantee as provided in subsection (4) below. The 

amount of the guarantee shall be one and a quarter times the estimated 

decommissioning cost minus the salvageable value, or $50,000.00, whichever is 

greater. Estimates for decommissioning the site and salvage value shall be 

determined by a North Carolina licensed engineer or a licensed contractor. It is the 

responsibility of the applicant to provide the county with the certified cost estimate.  

4. The following t ypes of performance guarantees are permitted:  

a. A surety or performance bond that renews automatically, includes a minimum 60 -

day notice to the county prior  to cancellation, is approved by the planning  

director, and is from a company on the U.S. Department of Treasury's Listing of 

Certifi ed Companies. A bond certificate must be submitted to the Moore County 

Department of Planning  each year verifying the bond has been properly renewed.  

b. A certified check deposited with the county finance director, as escrow agent, 

wh o will deposit the check  in an interest-bearing account of the county, with all 

interest accruing to the applicant. Funds deposited with the county  finance 

director will be returned when the s olar farm is decommissioned and any 

necessary site restoration is completed.  

c. A no-contest irrevocable bank letter of credit from a banking corporation licensed 

to do business in the State of North Carolina. The terms of the letter must include 

the absolute right of the county finance director to withdraw funds from  the bank 

upon certificatio n by the county manager that the terms and conditions of the 

performance guarantee have been breached. The letter of credit must be valid up 

to 12 months from the date the performance guarantee was approved.  

d. The full amount of the bond, certified check, or letter of credit must remain in full 

force and effect until the solar farm is decommissioned and any necessary site 

restoration is completed.  

e. The land owner or tenant must notify the county when the site is abandoned.  
 

I. Supplemental. The applicant must secure all necessary approvals and/or permits from 

NCDOT for the access points for project entrances prior to issuance of a zoning 

authorization permit. The applicant mu st provide written authorization from the local 

utility c ompany acknowledging and approv ing connection to the utility company's grid.  
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8.100 Solar Collectors, On -Site 

A. Definition . Solar collector panels, ground-mounted or roof -mounted systems, permitted 

as an accessory use in any zoning district, that gather solar radiation, as a substitute for 

traditional energy for water heating, active space heating and cooling, passive heating, 

or generating electricity.   

B. Ground Mounted Solar Panels. Shall be located in the side or rear yard, shall meet the 

required accessory building setbacks, shall not exceed 30% of the footprint of the 

principal structure, and in no case be higher than the principal structure . 

C. Roof Mounted Panels. Shall not extend beyond the perimeter of the roof and shall not 

project above the highest point of the roof.    

D. Supplemental. Elevation drawings shall be submitted in addition to the site plan. Solar  

panels shall comply with NC Buildi ng Code and National Electric Code and shall be 

inspected by the Building Inspector. The appropriate  utili ty company shall approve an 

interconnected customer-owned generator. Off -grid systems are exempt from this 

requirement.  

8.101 Wireless Communication Facili ty    

A. Definitions :  

1. Antenna. Communications equipment that transmits and receives electromagnetic 

radio signals used in the provision of all types of wireless communications services. 

2. Collocation . The installation or replacement of new wireless facilities on previously 

approved structures, including towers, buildings, utility poles, and water tanks.   

3. Wir eless communication facility (W CF) ɬ The wireless support structure  (WSS) and 

set of equipment and network compone nts including a ntennas, transmitters, receiver  

base stations, power supplies, cabling, and associated equipment. 

4. Wireless support structure (W SS). A new or existing structur e, attached or 

freestanding, such as a monopole, lattice tower, or guyed tower that is designed to 

support or capable of supporting wireless facilities. A utility pole is not a wireless 

support structure.  
 

B. All WCF and WSS Requirements. For new WCF, collocations, eligible facility requests, 

or expansions or modifications to an existing WC F the following shall be included:  

1. Site Plan. In addition to the site plan requirements per Section 4.2, the following shall 

be included: details of existing and proposed facilities  and fall zone radius labeled 

Ɂ-.ɯ!4(+#ɯ9.NE.ɂ 

2. Radio Frequency. A statement from a registered engineer that the WCF will be 

maintained and operated in accordance with all applicable Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC) rules regarding radio freq uency emissions and interference and 

if there is interference with publi c safety communications, the applicant shall utilize 

procedures set forth by the FCC and the party causing the interference shall 

reimburse the County fo r all costs associated with resolving the interference.  
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3. Structural Analysis . Signed and sealed by a NC Registered Professional Engineer 

that the support strÜÊÛÜÙÌɯÜ×ÖÕɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯÐÕÚÛÈÓÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÏÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ

structural integrity to accommodate t he proposed equipment and compl ies with all 

applicable Federal and State building, fire, structural, el ectrical, and safety codes. 

4. Lighting . Applicant shall  provide documentation that lighting shall not exceed the 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) mini mum standards (minimum intensit y 

and longest duration between flashes) and shall utilize allowed downwa rd shielding 

to minimize visual impact to pedestrians  and reduce the potential attraction to 

migratory birds. Strobe lights during daylight hours and red  light s during nighttime 

hours unless specifically prohibited by the FAA. A WCF may utilize a security light 

controlled by a motion -detector sensor at or near the entrance to the facility. 

5. Owner Authorization . Proof that a property and/or antenna support s tructu re 

oÞÕÌÙɀÚɯ ÈÎÌÕÛɯÏÈÚɯ È××Ùo×ÙÐÈÛÌɯ ÈÜÛÏÖÙÐáÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÛÖɯ ÈÊÛɯ Ü×ÖÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÖÞÕÌÙɀÚɯ ÉÌÏÈÓÍɯ ÐÍɯ

applicable. 

6. Insurance. Proof of certificates of insurance of general liability insurance in the 

amount of at least $1,000,000 covering any liability arising out of its construction or 

operation of the WCF. 

7. Bond. Applicant shall submit a performance bond or letter of credi t from an 

accepted bank in the amount of $20,000 or a bond equal to the written estimate from 

a qualified tower removal contractor to guarantee that the facili ty will be removed 

when no longer in use. Collocation  applicants shall provide evidence that the 

collocation is covered under the WCF bond, or shall provide a new performance 

bond equal to the written estimate from a qualified tower removal contracto r to 

remove their equipment, cabinets, antenna, feed wires and all other appurtenances 

in collocation a××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯÖÞÕÌÙÚÏÐ×ɤÓÌÈÚÌɯÜ×ÖÕɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯÊÌÚÚÈÛÐÖÕ of use.  

8. Supplemental. Completed checklist demonstrating compliance with the National 

Environmental  Policy Act (NEPA), United States Fish and Wildlife Service, State 

Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), and FAA approval, if applicable.  
 

C. Additional Require ments for WSS.  

1. Buffer. Refer to Section 7.11. Grading shall be limited to necessary area.  

2. Minimum Antenn as. WSS up to 80 feet ɬ2 antennas minimum. WSS between 81 and 

100 feet ɬ 3 antennas minimum. WSS 101 and 125 feet ɬ 4 antennas minimum. WSS 

126 feet or taller ɬ 5 antennas minimum.  

3. Safety. All support structures shall be certified to comply with the  safety standards 

contained in the Electronics Industries Association /Telecommunications Industries 

Association (EIA/TIA) document 222 -F, or current standaÙËȮɯɁ2ÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÈÓɯ2ÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯ

%ÖÙɯ 2ÛÌÌÓɯ  ÕÛÌÕÕÈɯ 3ÖÞÌÙÚɯ ÈÕËɯ 2Ü××ÖÙÛÐÕÎɯ 2ÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌÚȮɂɯ ÖÙɯ ÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯ ÚÛÈÕËÈÙËȮɯas 

amended, by a Registered North Carolina Professional Engineer. The use shall be 

totally enclosed by a security fence a minimum (6) feet high with 3 -strand barbed 

wire or razor wire.  

4. Setbacks. One foot for every 1 foot in linear height from any property  line. WCF shall 

be a minimum 2,640 feet from any designated National Register of Historic Places.   
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5. Height . Any WSS shall be 195 feet or less in height. The Moore County Board of 

Commissioners may permit a taller tower only if undisputable evidence is pro vided 

at application that the W CF service area will be so substantially compromised that 

there would be a requirement of additional WCFs within a distance o f two (2) miles. 

6. Necessityȭɯ%ÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÕÌÞɯ622ɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÈɯÊÌÙÛÐÍÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɀÚɯ1%ɯ

engineer that it is not reasonably feasible (technically or commercially impractical or 

the owner of the WSS is unwilling to enter a contract at fair market v alue) to co-

locate new antennas and equipment on an existing WSS within the geographic 

search area.  
 

D. Exemptions from the Requirements of this Section. 

1. Amateur Radio Towers (Refer to Section 6.94). 

2. Satellite earth stations (satellite dishes). 

3. Routine maint enance on any existing wireless communications facility that does not 

include the addition of any ne w antenna elements, feed lines, and/or associated 

support equipment on the facility or in the equipment compound, o r the placement 

of any new WCF. 

4. Any repai r or in-kind replacement of existing wireless facilities w ith facilities of the 

same size, which will not alter the structural inte grity of the WSS in any way, will 

not increase the number and/or size of feed lines and/or equipment cabinets, will not 

alter the FCC standards regarding radiation exposure, and will not affect electrical or 

mechanical specifications, shall be exempt from further review provided that a copy 

of the proposal including the plans and notarized certification stating such, shall be 

submitted by a qualified technician.   

5. A government -owned WCF upon declaration of a state of emergency. 

6. Antenna-supporting structures,  antennas, and/or antenna arrays for 

AM/FM/TV/HDTV broadcasting transmission facilities that are licensed by the FCC.  

7. Temporary mobile communication towers pursuant to a Temporary Use Permit.  
 

E. Biennial Operating Permit . Persons operating wireless communication facilities on the 

effective date of this Ordinance shall comply with this permit requirement. Before a 

biennial operatin g permit shall be issued or renewed, the applicant must certify that:  

1. In compliance with current FCC  rules and FCC license is in good standing. 

2. Evidence of the continued Liability Insurance of a minimum  $1,000,000.  

3. Evidence of any bond or other security i f the WCF remains in full force.  

4. Permit fees shall not be pro-rated. 

5. Private business users operating a single WCF at their place of business and 

government uses are exempt from the fee.  
 

F. Abandonment . WCFs shall be removed, at the ÖÞÕÌÙɀÚɯÌß×ÌÕÚÌȮɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯ90 days of 

cessation of use, unless an extension is granted by the Administrator.  

G.  
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8.102 Co-Located or Combined  Existing WCF  

A. Definition . The installation  or replacement of new wireless facilities on previously 

approved structures, including towers, buildings, ut ility poles, and water tanks.   

B. Standards. Refer to Section 8.99(B & D)  for submittal requirements , as applicable.   

8.103 Mini -Warehouse (Self -Service) 

A. Definition . A fully enclosed building divided into units that are leased individually for 

storage. Storage shall be limited to dead storage. A single ÊÈÙÌÛÈÒÌÙɀÚɯÙÌÚÐËÌÕÊÌɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯ

included.  

B. Standards. All outdoor storage areas shall be located a minimum 50 feet from any 

residentially zoned property line. No business activity other than the rental of storage 

units shall be conducted on the premises. Outside storage, with the exception of 

vehicles, recreational vehicles, and boats, shall be enclosed by a chain link fence a 

minimum 6 feet high and shall be limited to 25% of the total area of the site. There shall 

be a maximum of 10 inoperable vehicles stored outdoors. 1 parking space per 300 square 

feet.  

C. Prohibited . On-site retail sales, flea market, manufacturing, and service operations are 

prohibited. However, once a month, management may conduct a one-day auction or  

sale of abandoned or stored materials to settle unpaid storage bills in accordance with 

State of North Carol ina regulations. The storage of hazardous, toxic, or explosive 

substances shall be prohibited. 

8.104 Warehouse, Distribution Center, Freight Terminals  

A. Definition . The indoor or outdoor / open storage of goods and materials for a specific 

commercial establishment or a group of establishments in a particular type of industry 

or commercial activity.  

B. Standards. All outdoor storage areas shall be located a minimum 50 feet from any 

residentially zoned property line. 1 parking space for each employee plus 1 space for 

each vehicle used in the operation. 

8.105 Debris Management Facilities  

A. Definitions.  

1. Compost Facility  ɬ A facility which utilizes a controlled biological p rocess of 

degrading non -hazardous solid waste. This definition does not include backyard 

composting, accessory uses to a bona fide farm, farming and silvicultural operations.  

2. Yard Waste Facility ɬ A facility which stores or processes yard trash and land 

clearing debris. "Yard trash" is a solid waste resulting from landscaping and yard 

maintenance such as brush, grass, tree limbs, and similar vegetative material. "Land -

clearing debris" is solid waste generated solely from land -clearing activities, 

including stumps, limbs, leaves, grass, and untreated wood (G.S. 130A-290). This 

facility is limited to 2 acr es and/or 6,000 cubic yards per 3 month period. Debris shall 
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not be buried and the facility may not be used to stockpile material, 75% of material 

received must be removed within the same year. 

3. Land Clearing and Inert Debris Landfill (LCID)  ɬ A facility fo r the disposal of land 

clearing waste, concrete, asphalt, brick, concrete block, uncontaminated soil, gravel, 

rock, untreated/unpainted wood, and yard trash.  Debris shall be buried. 

4. Mulching Facility  ɬ A facility that processes, distributes, or otherwise engages in the 

commercial sale of mulch and ancillary mulching products. Not to include 

landscaping businesses, woodworking shops, lumber manufacturing or woo d 

products or pine straw lots. Mulch is any material such as leaves, bark, chipped 

and/or grounded wood or  other organic materials left loose and applied to the soil 

surface to reduce evaporation. 

5. Concrete Recycling Facility ɬ A facility that deals with th e processing (crushing, 

sorting, storing, stockpiling, grading, and washing) of hardened structural  concrete 

to produce a reusable concrete product. Beginning on January 1st of each calendar 

year, a minimum of 75% by weight or volume of the recovered mater ial stored at a 

facility shall be removed from the facility through sale, use, or reuse by December 

31st of the same calendar year.  

6. Sawmills ɬ A facility where logs are processed to produce wood products, including 

pallet recycling and production, and not  including the processing of timber for use 

on the same lot by the owner or resident of that lot.  

B. Standards. Facilities shall be in accordance with Chapter 130A Article 9 of the North 

Carolina General Statutes, Title 15A Subchapter 13B of the North Carolina 

Administrative Code (Solid Waste Management).  All buildings, storage sheds, 

structures and parki ng or storage areas for vehicles, equipment, or supplies shall be set 

back from all property lines and public rights -of-way a minimum 30 feet or the building  

setbacks for the underlying zoning district, or as required by the North Carolina 

Department of Environme ntal Quality, whichever is greater. 1 parking space for each 

employee plus 1 space for each vehicle used in the operation. Dust, dirt, and sawdust 

shall be disposed of in a manner that is acceptable by the North Carolina Department of 

Environmental Quality .  The owner(s) shall ensure the facility remains in compliance 

with local, State, and Federal regulations regarding air and water quality.  

8.106 Hazardous/Toxic Waste Disposal or Processing  

A. Definition . As defined in NCGS Chapter 9 of Chapter 130A, a facility fo r the collection, 

storage, processing, treatment, recycling, recovery, or disposal of hazardous waste 

including any substance listed as such in SARA Section 302 Extremely Hazardous 

Substances, CERCLA Hazardous Substances, or Section 311 of CWA (oil and hazardous 

substances). This category includes manufacturing uses associated with hazardous 

characteristics or significant negative impacts, including fre quent noxious fumes, dust, 

significant amounts of caustic or flammable materials, or radioactive ma terials. 

Examples of use types of hazardous manufacturing include oil refineries; hazardous or 

radioactive waste disposal or storage, linseed oil, shellac, turpentine manufacture or 
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refining; ammonia, bleaching powder or chlorine processing;, and manufactu re of 

chemicals; storage in bulk quantities above or below ground of flammable and 

combustible liquids, hazardous substances as provided in N.C.G.S. 143-215.77A, 

Chapter 18 of Chapter 95 and hazardous chemicals as provided in N.C.G.S. 95-174 but 

not storage at gasoline service stations in quantities for retail sales to the general public 

not storage for consumption on the premise. 

B. Standards. Any building or la nd as defined in Section 6.104A shall be located a 

minimum 100 feet from any property used or zoned  for residential purposes and any 

street right-of-way. Type 3 screening (Section 7.11) shall be provided along any 

boundary with another property not zoned I ndustrial. Proposed mitigation and hazard 

management plans shall be provided with the submittal of the prelim inary site plan. The 

applicant shall provide a hazard management plan approved by local emergency service 

agencies addressing hazards associated with movement of materials to or finished 

products from the site and shall provide for public safety and for  mi tigation of negative 

impacts that may include but are not limited to noise, odor, dust, chemicals, excessive 

vibration, and plans for public notifi cations and evacuations as may be necessary in the 

surrounding area.  3 parking spaces for each 4 employees on the largest shift plus spaces 

for vehicles used in the operation.   

C. Supplemental. Documentation regarding the specific materials to be manufactured or 

stored and the potential hazard which may be encountered in an emergency due to 

these materials must be provided with require d application. Buildings must meet all 

requirements for Hazardous Occupancy under the NC Building Code. All storage 

facilities  ÚÏÈÓÓɯ ÊÖÔ×Óàɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÛÌÚÛɯ ÌËÐÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ Ɂ%ÓÈÔÔÈÉÓÌɯ ÈÕËɯ "ÖÔÉÜÚÛÐÉÓÌɯ

+ÐØÜÐËÚɯ"ÖËÌȮɯ-$/ ɯƗƔɂɯÖÍɯÛhe National Fire Protection Association.  

8.107 Landfill   

A. Definitions.  

1. Municipal Solid Waste Management Facility (MSWF)  ɬ A facility that receives 

municipal solid  waste for processing, treatment, or disposal. Hazardous waste, 

sludge, industrial waste, and/or so lid was te from mining or agricu ltural operations 

are prohibited.  

2. Construction and Demolition Landfill Facility (C& DLF) ɬ A facility that receives 

construction, remodeling, repair, and/or demolition waste. C&D waste does not 

include yard waste, municipal, a nd/or i ndustrial wastes. Debris shall be buried.  

3. Industrial Solid Waste Landfill  ɬ A facility that receives solid waste generated by 

manufacturing or indust rial processes that is not a hazardous waste regulated under 

Subtitle C of Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.  

4. Material Recovery Facility  ɬ A facility that receives non-hazardous solid waste which 

is collected, separated, processed, and/or reused or returned to use in the form of 

raw materials or products. Beginning on January 1st of each calendar year, a 

minimum of 75% by weigh t or volume of the recovered material stored at a facility 
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shall be removed from the facility through sale, use, or reuse by December 31st of the 

same calendar year.  
 

B. Standards. Facilities shall be in accordance with Chapter 130A Arti cle 9 of the North 

Carolina General Statutes, Title 15A Subchapter 13B of the North Carolina 

Administrative Code (Solid Waste Management).  Except for a freestanding office, all 

buildings shall be located a minimum 100 feet from any property used or zoned for 

residential purpos es and any street right-of-way. The use shall be totally enclosed by a 

security fence a minimum 6 feet high with 3 -strand barbed wire or razor wire. A Type 3 

screening (Section 7.11) shall be installed around the entire perimeter, including street 

right -of-way lines. 3 parking spaces for each 4 employees on the largest shift plus spaces 

for vehicles used in the operation.   
 

C. Supplemental. The applicant shall demonstrate that the stored materials will not pose a 

danger to surrounding properties, or residents, due to noise, light, runoff, animal or 

insect populations, or other factors.   

8.108 Mining / Quarry Operation  

A. Definition . A land use meeting any of the following situations: (1) The breaking of the 

surface soil in order to facil itate or accomplish the extraction or removal of minerals, 

ores or other solid matter. (2) Any activity or process constituting all or part of a process 

for the extraction or removal of minerals, ores, soils, and other solid matter from their 

original loca tion. (3) The preparation, washing, cleaning, or other treatment of minerals, 

ores, or other solid matter so as to make them suitable for commercial, industrial or 

construction use. Mining does not include: (1) Excavation or grading when conducted 

solely in aid of on-site farming or of on-site construction for purposes other than mining, 

such as constructing a residence, garage, commercial or industrial building. (2) Mining 

operations where the affected land does not exceed 1 acre in area. 

B. Standards. A vegetative buf fer not less than 50 feet in width (unless a lesser width is 

approved by the Board of Commissioners) shall be provided along all boundaries of the 

affected land. This buffer area shall be left at all times in a natural vegetative state or 

planted with a  Type 3 landscape buffer (Section 7.11)  that creates a visual screen. Access 

roads leading to any part of the operation shall be located a minimum of  50 feet from 

any property line of a residential use or residential zoned district. A plan shall be  

submit ted showing truck routes  to and from the site. No digging or excavating shall 

occur within 50 feet of any property line . The Board may approve an earthen berm(s), 

that may or may not be located within the 50 foot buffer,  not be less than 6 feet in height 

at the crown and with slo pes sufficient to minimize erosion, planted with vegetation.  3 

parking spaces for each 4 employees on the largest shift plus spaces for vehicles used in 

the operation.   

C. Restoration. Before approval for an excavation use, the operator shall submit a detail ed 

plan for restoration of the site, including information on the anticipated future use of the 
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restored land, existing and pr oposed final contours, and number per acre of trees or 

shrubs to be planted. 

D. Supplemental. Definiti ons as listed in the NCGS and The Mining Act of 1971, both of 

North Carolina and as amended, shall apply to this Subsection. No site disturbing 

activities are allowed until a Mining Permit has been issued by the State of North 

Carolina. All mining activiti es in Moore County shall confor m to the vibration policy 

adopted by the Land Quality Section of the North Carolin a Department of 

Environmental Quality.    

8.109 Salvage Yards 

A. Definition . Any area, in whole or in part, where any type of equipment, including but 

not limit ed to vehicles, appliances and related machinery are bought, sold, exchanged, 

stored, baled, packed, disasÚÌÔÉÓÌËȮɯÖÙɯÙÌÊàÊÓÌËȭɯ ɯɁÚÈÓÝÈÎÌɯàÈÙËɂɯÐÕÊÓÜdes the terms 

vehicle wrecking yard, automobile graveyard, and junk yard as defined in NCGS 136 -

143.  Any property upon which six or more unlicensed, used motor vehicles which cannot be 
operated under their own power are kept or stored for a period of 15 days or more shall be 
ÄÅÅÍÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÎ ȰÁÕÔÏÍÏÂÉÌÅ ÇÒÁÖÅÙÁÒÄȢȱ 

B. Standards. Refer to Section 8.105 B and C. 

8.110 Construction Office, Tempo rary 

A. Definition . Construction trailers and storage of materials are permitted in conjunction 

with the construction of a buildi ng, subdivision, infrastructure, or development when 

limited to the duration of the construction.  

B. Standards. Such temporary build ings shall be removed after construction ceases for a 

period of 3 months or 30 days after the issuance of the certificate of occupancy. Such use 

shall be located a minimum 10 feet off all road rights -of-way and property lines  in a 

residential district. In all other distr icts the office may be placed in any required 

setbacks. Temporary uses shall comply with all other appropriate provisions of this 

Chapter and state building codes. 

8.111 Drop -In Child Care Facility  

A. Definition . Per NCGS 110- 86(2)(d)(d1), drop-in or short-term care provided while 

parents participate in activities that are not employment related and where the parents 

are on the premises or otherwise easily accessible, such as drop-in or short -term care 

provided in healt h spas, bowling alleys, shoppin g malls, resort hotels, or churches. 

Drop -in or short -term care can also be provided by an employer for its part-time 

employees where the child is provided care not to exceed 2 ½ hours during that day, the 

parents are on the premises, and there are no more than 25 children in any one group in 

any one room.  
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8.112 Itinerant Merchant  

A. Definition . The temporary sales of merchandise and/or food on premises which the 

vendor does not have a permanent retail operation.  

B. Standards. The owner of the property shall author ize in writing for the temporary use to 

be held on the property. The temporary use shall be located so that it does not encroach 

on required setbacks or street right-of-way. The use may be permitted for a maximum of 

90 consecutive day s. These restrictions shall not be applicable to special events 

recognized by the County where mobile food vendors are permitted or nonprofit 

fundrais ing events of 5 days or less. A maximum of 1 building/display booth shall be 

allowed. The buildin g/display  booth must be portabl e and completely removed at the 

end of the period. Sales shall be limited to the daylight hours.  

C. Supplemental. Itinerant merchan ts are exempt from Highway Corridor Overlay 

Districts, Screening Requirements, and Parking requirements of this Ordinance. NCDOT 

dri veway approval is required. Portable food sales shall be approved by the Moore 

County Department of Environmental Health.  

8.113 Land Clearing and Sawmills, Temporary  

A. Definition . Removal of stumps, limbs, leaves, concrete block, brick, rock, gravel, wood, 

and uncontaminated earth. 

B. Supplemental. Temporary land clearing is exempt from zoning standards but may 

require approval by the NC Department of Environmental Quality for  projects that 

require a Sedimentation and Erosion Control  Plan and/or resulting in the d isturbance of 

1 acre or more of land area, the US Army Corp of Engineers for projects requiring 404 

Permits for the discharge of fill material into streams, wetlands a nd open waters, and by 

the NC Division of Water Resources (DWR) for  projects requiring 401 water quality 

certification which is required for any licensed activity that may result in a discharge to 

waters of the U.S. 

8.114 M anufactured Home or Recreational Vehicl e, Temporary Use 

A. Definition . Temporary manufactured home or RV in conjunction with major renovation, 

construction of a single family  or manufactured dwelling, or due to casualty damage.  

 

Standards. A temporary dwellin g may be permitted concurrently with or  after the 

issuance of the building permit for the princip al dwelli ng for up to 12 months, which 

may be extended once by the Administrator for an additional 6 month.  Upon expiration 

of said eighteen-month period, the  expiration of the building permit for the dwelling, or 

within 30 days of the Certificate of Occu pancy, the temporary permit sha ll become 

invalid. In the event of a natural disaster, manufactured homes, RVs, and FEMA trailers 

may be permitted, including on  a separate lot, without a building per mit being issued 

for the damaged home, and may receive multiple extensions beyond the 12 months for 

the temporary use, as determined necessary by the Zoning Administrator.   
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8.115 Real Estate Office, Temporary  

A. Definition . Residential and non -residential sales and leasing are permitted as a 

temporary use in a dwelling (m odel home) or tenant space or within a temporary 

building located in the same subdivision or development where the dwellings or non -

residential buildings are  to be located.  

B. Standards. The sales use is permitted until the issuance of the last certificate of 

occupancy of open and valid b uilding permits within the subdivision or development.  A 

model home shall be converted to residential use after it used as a model home. The real 

estate sales office, or model home, shall be located on a lot that was approved as part of 

the subdivision or development and complies with the minimum yard and setback 

requirements of the zoning district in which it is located.  

8.116 Temporary Event (Special Event) 

A. Definition . A group activity including, but not limited to, a performance,  meeting, 

assembly, contest, exhÐÉÐÛȮɯÊÌÙÌÔÖÕàȮɯÖÙɯÕÖÕɪÙÖÜÛÐÕÌɯÈÊÛÐÝÐÛàȮɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯÛÏÈÛɯ

will bring together a large number of people including, bu t not limited to, cultural 

events, musical events, celebrations, festivals, fairs, carnivals, circuses, and communal 

camping.  

B. Standards. Special events cannot be held longer than 14 consecutive days once every 6 

months on the same lot. The owner of the property shall authorize in writing f or the 

event to be held on the property. The temporary parking lot can be  located on the same 

site as the activity or as a satellite parking lot. The use of public street right-of-ways for 

parking shall be prohibited. Act ivities creating loud noises (horns , speakers, music) shall 

not be located within 1,000 feet of residences not located on the site without written 

permission from the property owner(s) . Structures associated with the use shall be 

permitted provided they ar e removed at the end of the event. Permanent signs are 

prohibited.  All temporary signs shall be appro ved under Section 7.16 (Signs). 

C. Causes for Denial.  

1. The application contains intentionally false or materially misleading information.  

2. There is a finding that the special event would create an unreasonable risk of 

significant damage to public or private property , beyond normal wear an d tear, 

injury to persons, and other adverse effects upon the public health, safety, or 

welfare. 

3. The special event is of such a nature, size, or duration that the particular location 

requested cannot reasonably accommodate the event.  
 

D. Additional Condition s. In approving the special event, the Administrator is authorized 

to impose such conditions to minimize any potential adverse impacts including the 

following:  

1. Provision of temporary parking facilities, including vehicular access and  egress. 
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2. Control of nui sance factors such as the prevention of direct illumination of abutting  

properties, noise, vibrations, smoke, and dust. 

3. Location and size of temporary build ings, structures and facilities. 

4. Provision of sanitary, medical facilities, and solid waste collection and disposal. 

5. Provision of security and safety measures. 

6. Modification or elimination  of certain proposed activitie s including limitation of the 

duration of the special event to a shorter time period . 
 

E. Supplemental. Zoning approval is contingent o n required approvals from the Moore 

County Departme nt of Environmental  Health, Department of Public Safety, NCDO T 

Driveway P ermit Approval , and other applicable state, local, and federal laws.  

8.117 Yard Sales, Residential and Civic (limit 4 per year)  

A. Definition . A temporary sale of normal used household goods by an individual 

occupant of a residence, a coordinated group of homeowners within an established 

development, or a non-profit civic or religious organization for the purpose of selling 

surplus household items for profit or for charitable purposes.  

B. Standards. Yard sales are exempt from requiring a zoning permit but shall be li mit ed to 

3 consecutive days 6 times a year on any 1 lot. Any signs advertising such yard sale shall 

be removed at the conclusion of the sale. Signage shall be in accordance with Section 

6.17 (Signs). 

C. Prohibited . Items purchased elsewhere expressly for resale are prohibited. Good s 

intended for sale shall not be stored or displayed in the front or side yards of a dwelling 

except on the day of the sale.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fayetteville-nc/doc-view.aspx?pn=0&ajax=0&secid=10679
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CHAPTER  9 

NONCONFORMING SITUATION S 

9.1 Applicability  

The regulations of this Chapter govern nonconformities, which are lots, uses, buildings, 

structures, or signs there were lawfully established but because of the adoption of new or 

amended regulations no longer comply with one or more re quirements of this ordinance. The 

burden of proving  that a lawfully nonconfo rmity exi sts (as opposed to a violation of this 

ordinance) rests with the subject landowner. Nonconforming status runs with the land and is 

not affected by changes of tenancy, ownership, or management.  

9.2 Continuation  

Continuation:  Unl ess otherwise specified by statute, legal nonconforming uses, buildings, 

structures, and signs may be continued until they are intentionally and voluntarily  

discontinued , for a period of 2 years. If a legal nonconforming use is intentiona lly and 

volunt aril y discontinued, as evidenced by the disconnection of electrical or utility service for a 

period of 2 years, the nonconforming use shall expire and any future use of the building, 

structure, or land shall comply with t he provisions of this ordinance .  

9.3 Repairs and Mainten ance 

Incidental repairs and normal maintenance necessary to keep a nonconformity in sound 

condition are permitted unless otherwise expressly prohibited by this ordinance.  

9.4  Expansion  

Expansions to nonconforming buildings or  structures shall meet the requirements of this 

ordinance; however the built upon area of existing development built prior to Decembe r 31, 

1993 is not required to be included in the density / built -upon area calculations. Nonconforming 

uses of buildings may be extended throughout the  building  provided no structural alterations 

(except those required by law or ordinance or ordered by an authorized officer to secure the 

safety of the building) are made therein but no such use shall be extended to occupy any land 

outside the building. No nconformi ng uses of land shall not be extended to occupy a greater 

area of land. An addition to a nonconf orming building or structure may be extended but cannot 

extend further into the setback. Nonconforming signs cannot be physically  expanded, enlarged, 

or extended in any manner.  
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9.5 Replacement 

Nonconfor ming buildings or structures which are damaged by fire, explosion, flood, or other 

calamity may be reconstructed provided that the nature and degree of the nonconformity will 

not be changed or increased from tha t which existed prior to the damage or destru ction. If a 

nonconforming manufactured home  is removed it may be replaced provided that the new 

manufactured home, including associated decks, do not increase the degree of the 

nonconformity . A nonconfo rming sig n shall not be replaced or changed; provided, however, the 

copy, content, or message of the sign may be changed so long as the shape or size of the sign is 

not altered. 

9.6 Movement  

Should a building, structure, or sign be m oved for any reason for any distance it shall hereafter 

conform to the regul ations for the district in which i t is located after it is moved. 

9.7 Non -Conforming Lots of Record  

Yards or lots created after the effective date of this Ordinance shall meet at least the minimum 

requirements established by this Ordinance. Any lot of record, that does not conform to the 

current minimum lot size and minimum lot width, may be used as a building site with related 

accessory buildings, provided that setbacks for such lot of record are not reduced more than 

30%, as determined necessary by an Administrative Va riance. Additional or other forms of yard 

modification may be permitted with a variance granted by the Board of Adjustments in 

accordance with Chapter 13. Whenever 2 or more contiguous vacant lots are in single 

ownership, and the lots indivi dually or toget her have less area than minimum requirement for 

the zoning district, such lots may be combined to create 1 lot in order to reduce the 

nonconformity.  
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CHAPTER  10 

TEXT AMENDMENTS &  

GENERA L USE REZONING  

10.1 Applicability   

Text amendment and zoning map amendments are intended to accommodate substantive 

changes that are consistent with the Moore County Land Use Plan and otherwise advance the 

×ÜÉÓÐÊɀÚɯÏÌÈÓÛÏȮɯÚÈÍÌÛàȮɯÈÕË general welfare. The Board of County Commissioners may, on its 

own motion, upon recommendation of the Planning Board, or upon petition by an interested 

person or parties, amend this Ordinance and zoning map. Rezoning applications shall be 

submitted by the  owner or an agent with permission granted by the owner . Any interested 

party can initiate a text amendment.  

10.2 Application Process  

A. Submittal . Following a required pre-application conference with the Administrator  and 

a Project Review Team meeting with all departments, as determined necessary by the 

Administrator,  the completed appl ication shall be submitted at least 45 days prior to the 

Planning Board meeting at which it is to be heard.  The Planning Department shall have 

7 days from the date of submittal to noti fy the applicant t hat the application is complete. 

If  the Planning Department determines the information is not sufficient for review, the 

Department shall notify the applicant of the specific information that is required for 

review. The applicant shal l correct the identifi ed deficiencies, and resubmit to the 

Planning Department within 7 days.  Upon completion of the technical review, the 

Administrator shall prepare and forward the staff report any related application 

materials to the Planning Board. 

B. Plannin g Board. The Planning Board shall hold a legislative public hearing and shall 

review and make a recommendation of approval or denial to the Board of 

Commissioners that addresses Land Use Plan consistency and other matters as deemed 

appropriate by the Planning Board.  

C. Board of Commissioners. Prior to adopting , denying, or remanding any amendment 

request, the Board of Commissioners shall adopt one of the following statements which 

shall not be subject to judicial review:  

1. A statement approving the zoning a mendment and describing its consistency with 

an adopted comprehensive plan and explaining why the action taken is reasonable 

and in the public interest.  
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2. A statement rejecting the zoning amendment and describing its inconsistency with 

an adopted comprehensive plan and explain wh y the action taken is reasonable and 

in the public int erest. 

3. A statement approving the zoning amendment and containing at least all of the 

following:  

i. A declaration that the approval is also deemed an amendment to the 

comprehensive plan. The governing board shall not require any additional 

request or application for amendment to the comprehensive plan. 

ii.  An explanation of the change in conditions the governing board took into 

account in amending the zoning ordinance to meet the development needs of the 

communi ty.   

iii.  Why  the action was reasonable and in the public interest.  

 

D. Notification of Decision . The Administrator shall mail the formal written copy of the 

decision to the applicant and/or the property owners of the petitioned property. T here 

may be no subsequent appli cation for the same or similar use submitted by any party for 

any part of the subject property until 12 months have elapsed from the date of denial. 

Exceptions to this limitation include requests originating from the Board of  

Commissioners, Planning Board, Board of Adjustment or County Administration .  

E. Appeals to Court . Text amendment and zoning map amendment decisions shall be 

appealed to Superior Court pursuant to Section 2.1(C). 

10.3 Notice of Public Hearings  

A. Mailed Notice.  Whenever there is a rezoning request, the Administrator shall notify by 

certified mail return receipt of the public hearings to the applicant(s), the owner(s) of the 

parcel(s) owned per the most recent deed recorded in the Register of Deeds Office, and 

all pr operty owners of abuttin g properties (as the last addresses listed in the County tax 

records) at least 10 but not more than 25 days prior to t he date of each public hearing. 

B. Published Notice. Notice of the public hearings for proposed text amendments and 

rezoning requests shall be published in a newspaper of general circulatio n once a week 

for 2 consecutive weeks prior to each public hearing pursuant to  NCGS 153A-323. 

C. Posted Notice. A sign shall be posted on the property to be rezoned, abutting  to the 

road(s) or easement(s), not less than 10 days prior to each public hearing. W hen multiple 

parcels are included, a posting on each parcel is not required, but the County shall post 

suffi cient notices to provide reasonable notice.  

D. Fort Bragg Notification.  Rezoning requests and text amendments that would change or 

affect the permitted uses of land located within 5 miles or less from the perimeter 

boundary of a military base shall be forwar ded to the Regional Land Use Advisory 

Commission for review (NCGS 153A-323B) not less than 10 days or more than 25 days 

before the date fixed for the Board of Commissioners public hearing.  Staff shall forward 
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1+4 "ɀÚɯÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÛÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÖf the proposed changes with military 

operations at the base to the Board of Commissioners.   

E. Fifty Or M ore Parcels. If the application will result i n changes to the zoning map for 50 

parcels or more and owned by more than 50 different property owners the m ailed notice 

may be replaced by a published notice per Section 10.3(B).  The published adverti sement 

shall not be less than one half of a newspaper page in size. Property owners who reside 

outside of the newspaper circulation area, according to the address listed in the most 

recent tax listing for the affected property, shall be notified according  to the provisions 

of Section 10.3(A). 
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CHAPTER  11 

CONDITIONAL REZONING  

11.1 Applicability   

Pursuant to NCGS 153A-342, conditional zoning districts requires the approval of a rezoning by 

the Moore County Board of Commissioners and approval of  a site specific development plan 

allowing fo r the development of specific land uses. Parallel conditional zoning districts are 

restricted to those uses (meaning either one or multiple uses) listed in the corresponding 

general use zoning district.  Only tho se uses listed (or determined to be equivalent uses) as 

illustrated on the site plan as permitted uses and/or conditional uses, in th e corresponding 

zoning district shall be permitted.  Following the approval of the petition, the subject property 

shall be identified on the Zoning Map by the district d ÌÚÐÎÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÉàɯÈËËÐÕÎɯɁ"9ɂɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ

ÊÖÙÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÐÕÎɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛȮɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯɁ1 -CZȭɂɯ 

11.2      Applicat ion Process 

A. Submittal . Conditional rezoning applications shall be submitted by the owner or an 

agent with permissi on granted by the owner. Following a  required  pre-appl ication 

conference with the Administrator  and a Project Review Team meeting with all 

departments, as determined necessary by the Administrator, the completed application 

shall be submi tted at least 45 days prior  to the Planning Board meeting at wh ich it is to 

be heard and shall include the below list. The Planning Department shall have 7 days 

from the date of submittal to notify the applicant that the application is complete. If the  

Planning Department d etermines the information is not sufficient f or review , the 

Department shall notify the applicant of the specific information that is required for 

review. The applicant shall correct the identified deficiencies, and resubmit to the 

Planning Department with in 7 days. Upon completion of the technical r eview, the 

Administrator shall prepare and forward the staff report any related application 

materials to the Planning Board. 

1. A site plan prepared in accordance with Section 4.2(C). 

2. A specification of the actual use(s) and any rules, regulations, or conditi ons for the 

proposed district that address the impacts expected to be generated by the 

development or use of the site. 

3. Proposed phasing, if any, and approximate completion time for the proj ect.  

4. A statement analyzing the  reasonableness of the proposed rezoning. The statement 

shall include, but not be limited to, the following:  

a. The conditional rezoning compatibility with t he County Land Use Plan and other 

adopted plans of the County.  
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b. The conditi onal rezoning compatibility  with the existing land uses on abutting  

and neighboring tracts.  

c. The benefits and detriments of the conditional rezoning for the subject property, 

neighboring properties and the surrounding community . 
 

B. Community Meeting . Communit y meetings are opportunitie s for informal 

communication between applican ts and the owners and occupants of nearby lands, and 

other residents who may be affected by the application and to provide the applicant an 

opportunity to hear comments and concern s about the applicatio n as a means of 

resolving conflicts, where possible. A t least 10 days prior to the Planning Board meeting, 

the applicant shall hold at least one community meeting. The Administrator  shall assist 

by: 

1. Notifying by certified return recei pt mail to owners of each property petitioned for 

rezoning, owner of each abutting property  and the Home Owners Association (if 

applicable) at least 10 days prior to the community meetin g.  

2. Attend the community meeting(s) and draft a report including among  other things, a 

listi ng of those persons and organizations contacted about the meeting, the date, 

time, and location of the meeting, a roster of the persons in attendance at the 

meeting, a copy of any materials presented at the meeting, a summary of issues 

discussed at the meeting, inc luding changes suggested by the participants and a 

description of any changes to the rezoning petition made by the petitioner as a result 

of the meeting and submit to the Planning Board and Board of Commissioners for 

review.  
 

C. Planning Board. The Planning Board shall hold a legislative public hearing and shall 

review and make a recommendation of approval or denial to the Board of 

Commissioners that addresses Land Use Plan consistency and other matters as deemed 

appropriate by t he Planning Board. 

D. Board of Commissioners. Refer to Section 10.2.C (Board of Commissioners). 

E. UDO Compliance. The request shall be in compliance with all relevant portions of  the 

UDO, except that variations  from these standards may be approved by the Board of 

Commissioners if th e site plan is submitted and determined to be suitable for the 

request, is consistent with the intent of the standards, and ensures compatibility with 

land uses on surrounding properties.  

F. Additional Condit ions: Specific additional conditi ons applicable to the rezoning request 

may be proposed by the applicant, the Planning Board, or Board of Commissioners. 

Only those conditions approved by the county and consented to by the applicant in 

writing may be incorporated into the permit requir ements. Unless the applicant 

consents in writing to the conditions, the conditions are not effective and the zoning may 

not include any conditions or requirements not otherwise authorized by law. If a 

proposed conditio n is unacceptable to the applicant , the petition can be with drawn and  

the proposed rezoning cannot go forward. Likewise, if a condition is unacceptable to the 
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Board of Commissioners, the petition can be denied and there is no rezoning. Per NCGS 

153A-342(b), conditions and site-specific standards imposed in a conditional dis trict 

shall be limited to those that address the conformance of the development and use of the 

site to County ordinances and an officially adopted comprehensive or other plans and 

those that address the impacts reasonably expected to be generated by the development 

or use of the site. Additionally, the applicant must consent in writing to the conditions in 

order for those conditions to be effective. 

G. Notification of Decision . The Adm inistrator  shall mail a copy of the decision to the 

applicant and p roperty owners of the petitioned property  within 5 days after a decision 

is made. There may be no subsequent application for the same or similar use submitted 

by any party for any part of t he subject property until 12 months have elapsed from the 

date of denial.  

H. Minor Changes. Should the Administrator , Building Inspector, Department of 

Envir onmental Health, Public Safety, or Public Works,  or NCDOT identify minor 

changes the Administrator shall be authorized to accept such minor modif ications to site 

plan, as necessary. Such minor changes may include, but not be limited to, small site 

alterations such as realignment of streets and relocation of utility lines due to 

engineering necessity.   

I. Expiration . An approved Conditional Zoning Dis trict  and all condition s attached are 

binding on the pro perty. If for any reason any condition for approval is found to be 

illegal or invalid or if the applicant should fail to accept any condition following 

approval, the approval of the site plan for the distr ict shall be null and void  and of no 

effect and proceedings shall be instituted by the County to rezone the property to its 

previous zoning classification or to another zoning district.  

J. Violation of the Term s and Conditions of a CZ District . A violati on of the site plan or 

conditio ns of a rezoning to a conditional zoning district is considered a violation of this 

Ordinance and subject to the same enforcement and penalties. 

K. Appeals to Court . Zoning map amendment decisions shall be appealed to Superior 

Court pursuant to Section 2.1(C). 

11.3 Notice of Public Hearings  

A. Mailed Notice.  The Administrator  shall notify by certified mail return receipt of the 

public hearings to the applicant(s), the owner(s) of the parcel(s) owned per the most 

recent deed recorded in the Register of Deeds Office, and all proper ty owners of 

abutting  properties (as the last addresses listed in the County tax records) at least 10 but 

not more than 25 days prior to the date of each public hearing.  

B. Published Notice. Notice of the publi c hearings shall be published in the newspaper of 

general circulation once a week for 2 consecutive weeks prior to each public hearing 

pursuant to NCGS 153A-323.  
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C. Posted Notice. A sign shall be posted on the property to be rezoned, abutting  to the 

road(s) or easement(s), not less than 10 days prior to each public hearing. When multiple 

parcels are included, a posting on each parcel is not required, but the County shall post 

sufficient notices to provide reasonable notice. 

D. Fort Bragg Notifica tion. Rezoning requests located within 5 miles or less from the 

perimeter boundary of a military base shall be forwarded to the Regional Land Use 

Advisory Commission for review (NCGS 153A -323B) not less than 10 days or more than 

25 days before the date fixed for the Board of Commissioners publi c hearing.  Staff shall 

ÍÖÙÞÈÙËɯ1+4 "ɀÚɯÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÛÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÖÚÌËɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ

military operations at the base to the Board of Commissioners.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

92 

 

CHAPTER  12 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS  

12.1 Applic ability  

There are some land uses which are basically in keeping with the intent and purpose of the 

district but which may have an impact on the area around them. These uses may be established, 

under certain conditions and with proper controls, in such  a manner as to minimize any 

adverse effects.   The uses for which conditional use permits are required are listed in the Table 

of Uses.   

12.2 Application Process  

A. Submittal . Conditional use permit applications shall be submitted by the owner or an 

agent with p ermission granted by the owner. Following a required pre -application 

conference with the Administrator  and a Project Review Team meeting with all 

departments, as determined necessary by the Administrator, the completed application 

shall be submitted at least 45 days prior to  the Board of Commissioners meeting at 

which it is to be heard and shall include a site specific development plan prepared in 

accordance with Section 4.2(C) and proposed phasing, if any, and approximate 

completion time for the project. The Planning Departm ent shall have 7 days from the 

date of submittal to notify the applicant that the application is complete. If the Planning 

Department determines the information is not sufficient for review , the Department 

shall notify the applicant of t he specific informa tion that is  required for review. The 

applicant shall correct the identified deficiencies, and resubmit to the Planning 

Department within 7 days. Upon completion of the technical review, th e Administrator  

shall prepare and forward the st aff report, site plan, and any related appli cation 

materials to the Board of Commissioners.  

B. Board of Commissioners. The Board of Commissioners shall hold a quasi-judicial public 

hearing and may not approve a conditional use permit request unless it first reaches 

each of the following f indings based on competent, substantial, and material evidence 

presented at the hearing.  

1. The use will not materially endanger the public health or safety;  

2. The use meets all required conditions and specifications;  

3. The use will not  substantially  injure the value of adjoining property unless the use is 

a  public necessity; 

4. The use will be in harmony with the surrounding area and compatible with the 

surrounding neighborhood; and  

5. The use will be in general conformity with the appr oved Moore County L and Use 

Plan. 
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C. Additional Conditions:   In accordance with NCGS 153A-340(c1), in approving an 

application, the Board of Commissioners may impose reasonable and appropriate 

conditions and safeguards to the approval which assure that the required findings ar e 

met. Condi tions and safeguards imposed shall not include requirements for which the 

county does not have authority under statute to regulate nor requirements for which the 

courts have held to be unenforceable if imposed directly by the  county, including,  

without lim itation, taxes, impact fees, building design elements within the scope of 

subsection NCGS 153-340(l), driveway-related improvements in excess of those allowed 

in NCGS 136-18(29) and NCGS 160A-307, or other unauthorized limita tions on the 

development or use of land. Design restrictions may still be imposed in compliance with 

NCGS 153A-340(l) and NCGS 160A-381(h), which allow design restrictions for 

commercial and multi -family development, in historic districts, or with the volu ntary  

written consent from the property owners . 

D. Notification of Decision . Pursuant to NCGS 160A-388(e2), a quasi-judicial decision is 

effective upon filing  the Board Order with the Clerk to the B oard and shall be delivered 

by personal delivery, electronic mail,  or by first -class mail to the applicant, property 

owner, and to any person who has submitted a written request for a copy, within 5 

workin g days of the signed and filed Board Order. 

E. Minor Changes. Should the Administrator, Building Inspector, Departm ent of 

Environmenta l Health, Public Safety, or Public Works, or NCDOT identify minor 

changes the Administrator shall be authorized to accept such minor modifications to site 

plan, as necessary. Such minor changes may include, but not be limited to, small s ite 

alterations such as realignment of streets and relocation of utility lines due to 

engineering necessity.   

F. Denial. There may be no subsequent application for the same or similar use submitted 

by any party for any part of the subject property until 12 m onths have elapsed from the 

date of denial. 

G. Expiration . The approved site specific development plan shall expire 2 years, or as 

otherwise vested per Section 14.3, from th e date of approval.  

H. Revocation. In the event of failure to comply with the plans or a ny other conditions 

imposed upon the Conditional Use Permit, the Administrator shall give the permit 

holder 10 days written notice of intent to revoke the permit and request the permit 

holder to contact staff to set a reasonable time for the violation to be corrected. If the 

permit is revoked and the conditional use has not ceased, the use is considered a 

violation of this Ordinance and subject to enforcement and penalties.    

I. Appeals to Court . Quasi-judicial decisions shall be appealed to Superior Court pu rsuant 

to Section 2.1(B). 
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12.3 Notice of Public Hearings  

A. Mailed Notice.  The Administrator  shall notify by certified mail return receipt of the 

public hearings to the applicant(s), the owner of the parcel(s) owned per the most recent 

deed recorded in the Register of Deeds Office, and all property owners of abutting  

properties (as the last addresses listed in the County tax records) at least 10 but not more 

than 25 days prior to the date of each public hearing.  

B. Published Notice. Notice of the public hearings  shall be published in a newspaper of 

general circulation once a week for 2 consecutive weeks prior to each public hearing.  

C. Posted Notice. A sign shall be posted not less than 10 days prior to each public hearing. 

The sign shall be posted on the property or at a point visib le from th e nearest road(s). 

D. Fort Bragg Notification . Conditional Use Permit requests located within 5 miles or less 

from the perimeter boundary of a military base shall be forwarded to the Regional Land 

Use Advisory Commission for revie w (NC GS 153A-323B) not less than 10 days or more 

than 25 days before the date fixed for the Board of Commissioners public hearing.  Staff 

ÚÏÈÓÓɯÍÖÙÞÈÙËɯ1+4 "ɀÚɯÈÕÈÓàÚÐÚɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÛÐÉÐÓÐÛàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÖÚÌËɯÊÏÈÕÎÌÚɯ

with military operations at the bas e to the Board of Commissioners.  
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CHAPTER  13 

APPEALS & VARIANCES  

13.1 Administrative Appeals   

A. Applicability . An appeal from any decision that can be appealed must be a final and 

binding order, requirement, or determination of the Administr ator and may be taken to 

the Board of Adjustment by any person with standing,  in accordance with NCGS 153A-

345.1, 160A-388, and 160A-393.   

B. Submittal . A notice of appeal of an administrative decision shall be considered filed 

when a complete application is  deli vered to the clerk to the Board of Commissioners 

within 30 days of receipt of the decision or order. Any other person with standing as 

detailed within NCGS  153A-349 and 160A-393 to appeal shall have 30 days from receipt 

from any source of actual or constructive notice of the decision within which to file an 

appeal. The date and time of filing shall be entered on the notice. 

C. Administrator . The Administrator  shall transmit to the Board of Adjustment all the 

papers constituting the record upon which the a ppealed action was taken and provide a 

copy of the record to the appellant and to the owner of the property that is subject of the 

appeal if the appellant is not the owner. The Administrator  who made a decision shall 

be present at the hearing as a witness. 

D. Board of Adj ustment. The board shall determine contested facts and make its decision 

within a reasonable time. Every quasi-judicial decision shall be based upon competent, 

material, and substantial evidence in the record. The Board of Adjustment shall hol d a 

quasi-jud icial publi c hearing and may reverse or affirm (wholly or partly) or may 

modify the appealed approval, requirement, decision, or det ermination and shall make 

any requirement, decision or determination that is deemed necessary. To this end, the 

Board of Adj ustments shall have all the powers of the officer from whom the appeal is 

taken.  

E. Stay Causing Peril to Life or Property . An appeal of a notice of violation or other 

enforcement order stays enforcement of the action appealed from, unless the 

admini strative official f rom w ho the appeal is taken certifies to the Board of Adjustment 

that, because of facts stated in the affidavit, a stay would cause imminent peril to life or 

property or that because the violation is transitory in nature a stay woul d seriously 

interfere wi th the effective enforcement of this UDO. In that case, enforcement 

proceedings shall not be stayed except by restraining order which may be granted by a 

court.  If enforcement proceedings are not stayed, the appellant may file with  the official  

a request for an expedited hearing of the appeal, and the Board of Adjustment shall meet 

to hear the appeal within 15 days after such a request is filed. Notwithstanding the 
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foregoing, appeals of decisions granting a permit or otherwise affir ming that a proposed 

use of property is consistent with this Ordinance shall not stay the further review of an 

application for permits or permiss ions to use such property; in these situations the 

appellant may request and the Board may grant a stay of a final decision of permit 

applic ations or building permits affected by the issue being appealed. 

F. Standing:   The following criteria are used to determine whether an individual has 

standing to bring civil actions for declaratory relief, injunctive relief or ot her remedies 

and joinder of complaint and petition for writ of certiorari in certain cases aga inst 

administrative decisions in lieu of bringing an appeal to the board of adjustment under 

NCGS 160A-188(b1):  

 

1. The person has ownership, leasehold, or easement interest in, or possesses an option 

or contract to; purchase the property that is the subject matter of a final and binding 

decision made by an administrative official charged with applying or enforcing a 

land development regulation.  

 

2. The person was a development-permit applicant bef ore the decision-making board 

whose decision is being challenged. 

3. The person was a development-permit applicant who is aggrieved by a final and 

binding decision of an administrative official charged with applying or enforcing a  

land development regulation.  

 

Subject to the limitations in the State and federal constitutions and State and federal case law, an 

action filed is not rendered moot if the party loses the relevant property interest as a result of 

the administrative actio n being appealed, and exhaustion of an appeal is required to preserve a 

claim for damages under NCGS 160A-393.1. 

13.2 Variances   

A. Applicability . The variance procedures authorize the Board of Adjustment to modify or 

vary regulations of the UDO when stric t compl iance with the regulati on or standard 

would result in unnecessary hardships upon the subject property.  

B. Submittal . The completed application shall be submitted to the Administrator and the 

Board of Adjustment shall fix a date for hearing the varianc e request, to be held within 

45 days of the date a complete application was submitted, giving notice to the applicant 

by certified mail, and shal l include a detailed site plan prepared by a licensed 

professional land surveyor, drawn to a scale in accordance with Section 4.2(C).  

C. Board of Adjustment . Pursuant to NCGS 160A-388(d), The Board of Adjustment shall 

hold a quasi-judicial public hearing. No  variance shall be approved by the Board unless 

all of the following findings are made:  
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1. That unnecessary hardship woul d result  from the stric t application o f the UDO. It 

shall not be necessary to demonstrate that, in the absence of the variance, no 

reasonable use can be made of the property.  

2. That the hardship is due to the physical nature th at is peculiar to the property , such 

as location, size, shape, or topography. Hardships resulting from personal 

circumstances, as well as hardships resulting from conditions that are common to 

the neighborhood or the general public, may not be the basis for granting a 

variance.  

3. That the hardship did not res ult from action s taken by the applicant or the property 

owner. The act of purchasing property with knowledge that circumstances exist 

that may justify the granting of a variance shall not be regarded as a self-created 

hardship . 

4. The requested variance is consistent with t he spirit, purpose, and intent of the 

Ordinance, such that public safety is secured, and substantial justice is achieved. 
 

D. Additional Conditions . No change in permitted uses may be authorized by variance. 

Approp riate condition s may be imposed on any variance, provided that the conditions 

will ensure that the use of the property to which the variance applies will be as 

compatible as practicable with the surrounding properties.  If a variance  for the 

construction, alteration, or use of property  is granted, such construction, alteration or 

use shall be in accordance with the approved site plan.  

E. Expiration . All variances that are granted shall run with the property or building  for 

which the var iance is being sought and not with the  owner of the property or buil ding .  

F. Violation or Invalidity of the Terms and Conditions of a CZ District . A violation of a 

variance or additional conditions of a variance is considered a violation of this 

Ordinance and subject to the same enforcement and penalties. 

13.3 Reasonable Accommod ation  

A. Applicability . This section shall apply to those persons who are defined as disabled or 

handicapped under federal law. The federal laws include The Fair Housing Amendment 

Act, 42 U.Sȭ"ȭɯɕɯƗƚƔƕȮɯȹɁ%ÈÐÙɯ'ÖÜÚing ActɂȺɯÞÏÐÊÏ makes it unlaw ful to discrimi nate, 

make unavailable, or otherwise deny a dwelling to any person because of a handicap, 

ÈÕËɯ3ÏÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ#ÐÚÈÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɯ ÊÛȮɯƘƖɯ4ȭ2ȭ"ȭɯɕɯƕƖƕƔƖȹƕȺɯȹɁ # ɂȺɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ×ÙÖÏÐÉÐÛÚɯ

discriminati on against persons with disabilities. Pursuant to the Fair Housing 

Amendment Act and the ADA individuals with handicaps or disabilities are defined as:  

1. An individual with a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or 

more major life acti vities; 

2. An individual w ith a record of having such an impairment; or  

3. An individual regarded as having such an impairment.  
 

B. Submittal . An application for a reasonable accommodation shall be submitted to the 

Administrator. The applicant shall have the burden  of presenting evidence suffic ient to 
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allow the Board  of Adjustment to make the findings set forth below. The following 

information shall be provided by the applicant:  

1. The current actual use of the property; 

2. The basis for the claim that the applicant is considered disabled or handicapped; 

3. The UDO provision(s ) or regulation (s) from which reasonable accommodation is 

being requested; and 

4. An explanation of why the reasonable accommodation is necessary to make the 

specific property available for the individual.  
 

C.  Board of Adjustmen t. The Board of Adjustment shall hold a quasi -judicial public 

hearing. The Board may approve, deny, or continue the request. In approving the 

request, the Board may prescribe reasonable and appropriate conditions provided that 

the conditions are reasonably related to the request. In granting a reasonable 

accommodation request, the Board of Adjustment shall find based on competent, 

material, and substantial evidence, that the proposed accommodation: 

1. Will be used by an indiv idual or individuals with a disa bil ity or handicap protected   

under federal law ; 

2. Is "reasonable." An accommodation is reasonable if it will not undermine the 

legitimate purposes and effects of existing zoning regulations, and if it will not 

impose signifi cant financial and administrative burdens upon the county and/or 

constitute a substantial or fundamental alteration of the ordinance provisions; and  

3. Is "necessary." An accommodation is necessary if it will provide direct or meaningful 

therapeutic ameliorat ion of the effects of the particular disability or  handicap, and it 

will afford handicapped or disabled persons equal opportunity to enjoy and use 

housing in residential districts in the county.  
 

C. Expiration . Reasonable accommodations such as an accessory manufactured home due 

to a medical hardship , are approved for a specified time on a case by case basis to be 

renewed for successive periods so long as the hardship continues to exist, as reviewed 

and approved by the Administrator.  

D. Exemption. A zoning permit shall be issued by the Administra tor for  a Temporary 

Health Care Structure in compliance with the regulations  and definitions pursuant to  

NCGS 160A-383.5. The applicant shall provide annual renewal of the  ËÖÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ

certification and the structure shall be removed within 60 days in which th e mentally or 

physically impai red person is no longer receiving assistance.   

13.4 Notice of Public Hearings  

A. Mailed Notice.  The Administrator  shall notify by certified ma il return receipt of the 

public hearings to the applicant(s), the owner(s) of the parcel(s) owned per the most 

recent deed recorded in the Register of Deeds Office, and all property owners of 

abutting  properties (as the last addresses listed in the County tax records) at least 10 but 

not more than 25 days prior to the date of each public hearing.  
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B. Published Notice. Not ice of the public hearings shall be published in the newspaper of 

general circulation  once a week for 2 consecutive weeks prior to each public hearing.  

C. Posted Notice. A sign shall be posted on the subject property, abutting  to the road(s) or 

easement(s), not less than 10 days prior to each public hearing.  

13.5 Notification of Decision  

Pursuant to NCGS 160A-388(e2), a quasi-judicial decision is effective upon filing the Board 

Order with the Clerk to the Board and shall be deli vered by personal delivery, el ectronic mail, 

or by first -class mail to the applicant, property owner, and to any pe rson who has submitted a 

written request for a copy, within 5 working days of the signed and filed Board Order.  

13.6 Appeals to Court  

A. Quasi-Judicial  Decisions. Quasi-judic ial decisions shall be appealed to Superior Court 

pursuant to Section 2.1(B). 

B. Circumventing the Board of Adjustments . Except as otherwise provided in this ordinance 

or other applicable law, a person with standing may bring an origina l civil action seeking 

declaratory relief, injunctive relief, da mages, or any other remedies provided by law or 

equity in superior court or federal court to challenge the enforceability, validity, or effect of 

a local land development regulation for  any of the fol lowing claims: the ordinance is 

unconstitutional; the or dinance is ultra vires, preempted or otherwise beyond statutory 

authority; or the ordinance constitutes a taking of property. When these issues are raised, 

appeals of administrative per mit decisions, issuance of notices of violation, determinations 

of vested rights, and other administrative decisions may go straight to court. Appeals of 

ordinance interpretation must still go to the Board of Adjustment before being appealed to 

court. If an appli cant is appealing a notice of violation and disputes the fact of  the violation 

(a question of fact, not a constitutional challenge or a question of statutory authority), that 

appeal still goes to the Board of Adjustment. 

C. Administrative Decisions . If the decision being challenged is an ordinance interpretation 

from the Administrator, the party with standing must first bring the appeal to the Board of 

Adjustment pursuant to NCGS 160A -388(b1) before being appealed to court. An adverse 

ruling from the Bo ard of Adjustme nt may then be challenged in a court action brought 

pursuant to NCGS 160A-393.1(b) with the court hearing the matter de novo together with 

any other claims listed in NCGS 160A-393.1(b). 

D. Time for Commencement of Action . Any action brought pur suant to NCGS 160A-393.1 

shall be commenced within 1 year after the date on which written notice of the final 

decision is delivered to the aggrieved party by personal delivery, electronic mail, or by 

first -class mail. 
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E. Fines Stayed During Appeal. The accumulations of fines are stayed when a notice of 

violation or other enforce ment order is appealed to the Board of Adjustment or Court. The 

enforcement of other actions appealed from is also stayed unless otherwise provided by 

statute. 
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CHA PTER 14 

VESTED RIGHTS  

14.1 Common Law  

A. Applicability . A common law vested right establishes the right to undertake and 

complete the development and use of property on substantial expenditures in good faith 

reliance on a valid governmental approval. Such approvals include, but ar e not limited 

to zoning permits, sign permits, building permits, conditional use permits, certificates of 

zoning compliances, and preliminary plat approvals. A request for a determinatio n of a 

common law vested right will be reviewed  and acted upon by the Planning Director in 

accordance with the requirements and procedures set forth in this Chapter. 

B. Application . The applicant shall provide satisfactory proof that each of the following 

standards are met, and is entitled to recognition of common law vested ri ghts. 

1. The applicant has, prior to the adoption or amendment of an ordinance, made 

expenditures or incurred contractual obligations substantial in amount relating to 

the proposed development. 

2. The obligations and/or expenditures were i ncurred in good faith.  

3. The obligations and/or expenditures were made in reasonable reliance on and after 

the issuance of a valid governmental permit, if such permit is required; provided 

however, a mistakenly -issued governmental permit shall not give rise to a common 

law vested right. 

4. The amended or newly-adopted ordinance is a substantial detriment to the 

applicant.  
 

C. Appealȭɯ  Õɯ È××ÌÈÓɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ /ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯ #ÐÙÌÊÛÖÙɀÚɯ ËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÌßÐÚÛÌÕÊÌɯ ÖÍɯ Èɯ

common law v ested right may be taken to the Board of Adjustment pur suant to Chapter 

13 and shall be heard in a quasi-judicial hearing.  

14.2 Valid Building Permit  

Development Permit :  Development permits for a building, use of a building, use of land, or 

subdivision of land establishes statutory vested rights. A d evelopment permit is va lid  for 1 year 

after issuance, unless otherwise specified by statute, and the applicant is vested in that permit 

for the term of validity. If the applicant fails to substantially commence authorized work within 

1 year, then the development permit and vesti ng expire. With the substantial commencement of 

authorized work under a valid permit, vesting conti nues. The development permit and vesting 

also expire after substantial work commences if there is a 2-year period of intentional and 

voluntary  discontinuance of work after commencement unless otherwise specified by statute. 
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14.3 Valid Building Permit  

A. Applicability . The owner has a vested right only as long as the building permit remains 

valid and only fo r the work approved by the build ing permi t.  

B. Duration . The building permit shall expire 6 months after issuance if work has not 

commenced. The building permit als o expires after work commences if there is a 12 

month period of no work. Building permit may a lso be revoked for any substantial 

departure from the approved plans, failure to comply w ith any applicable local or state 

law (not just the building code and UDO), and any misrepresentations made in securing 

the permit. Building permits mistakenly issued may also be revoked. If the building 

permit expires or i s revoked, the vested right based on it is also lost.   

14.4  Site Specific Development Plans & Phase Development Plans  

A. Applicability . The ability of the applicant to obtain a vested right after County approval 

of a site specific development  plan or a phased development plan presents an 

appropriate balance between private expectations and the public interest, while also 

protecting the public health, safety, and welfare.  A statutory vested right is a right 

established pursuant to NCGS 153A-344.1 to undertake and complete the development 

and use of property under the term s and conditions of an approved site -specific 

development plan or phased development plan.  

B. Vesting Established. Statutory vesting shall be deemed established with respect to any 

property on  the same day upon the valid approval, or conditional approval, of a site 

specific development plan or a phased development plan, following notice and public 

hearing by the County.  

C. Site Specific Development Plan. A site specific development plan includes but is not 

limited to any of the following plans or approvals: a planned unit development plan, a 

subdivision plat, a preliminary or general development plan, a conditional or special use 

permit, a conditional or special use district zoning plan, or any other land-use approval 

designation as may be utilized by a county. For preliminary sub division plats, the 

Administrator will advertise and schedule a public hearing following the same 

procedure used for conditional or special use permits. 

D. Phased Development Plan. A phased development plan includes any approvals for a 

phased development which shows the type and intensity of use for a specific parcel or 

parcels with a lesser degree of certainty than the plan determined by the county to be a 

site specific development plan. The County may require the landowner to submit a site -

specific development plan for approval with respect to each phase or phases in order to 

obtain final approval to develop within the restrictions of the vested zon ing 

classifications.  
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E. Dur ation. The site-specific development plan or phased development plan vested rights 

is valid for a minimum of 2 years from the date of approval. The Board of 

Commissioners may authorize the approval for a period not exceedi ng 5 years where  

warranted in lig ht of  all relevant circumstances including, but not limited to, the size 

and phasing of the development, the level of investment, the need for development, 

economic cycles, and market conditions. The vesting shall not be extended by any 

amendments or modif ications to a site-specific development plan unless expressly 

provided by the County.   

F. Termination . A vested right shall terminate:  

1. At the end of the applicable vesting period with respect to buildings and uses for 

which no valid building p ermit applicati ons have been filed. 

2. With the written consent of the affected landowner.  

3. To the extent that the affected landowner receives compensation for all costs, 

expenses, and other losses incurred by the landowner ; 

4. Upon finding s by the Board of Comm issioners, by Ordina nce after notice and a 

hearing, that the landowner or his representative intentionally supplied inaccurate 

information or made material misrepresentations which made a difference in the 

approval by the County  of the site specific development plan;  

5. Upon th e enactment or promulgation of a State or federal law or regulation that 

precludes development as contemplated in the site-specific development plan; or 

6. Upon findings, by the Board of Commissione rs, by ordinance after notice and a 

public hearing, that natural or man-made hazards on or in the immediate vicinity of 

the property, if uncorrected, would pose a serious threat to the public health, safety, 

and welfare if the project were to proceed as contemplated in the site specific 

development plan. 

14.5  Multi -Phased Development Plans   

A multi -phased development is defined to be a development containing 25 acres or more to be 

developed in more than 1 phase and subject to a master development plan with committed 

elements showing the type and intensity of use of each phase. The entire multiphase 

development is vested at the time of site plan approval for the initial phase. The vesting is in the 

Ordinance regulations in place at the time of that initial approval, and the vesting las ts for 7 

years from the in itial approval.  
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14.6  Permit Choice   

A. Purpose. If a development permit applicant submits a permit application for any type of 

development and a rule or ordinance is amended, including an amendment to any 

applicable land developmen t regulation , between the time th e development permit 

application was submitted and a development permit decision is made, the development 

permit applicant may choose which adopted version of the rule or ordinance will apply to 

the permit and use of the build ing, structure, or land indicated on the permit application.  

B. Expiration . The permit choice rule may expire if an applicant delays. If an applicant puts a 

permit application on hold for 6 consecutive months or more, or if an applicant fails to 

respond to the Planning Board and/or Board of "ÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕÌÙÚɀɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ

information for 6 consecutive months or more, then the application is discontinued. If the 

permit application is resumed, it will be reviewed under the rules in effect at that time.  

C. Subsequent Development Permits . If  an applicant obtains an initial development permit, 

that permit triggers permit choice for subsequent development permits under the rules 

applicable at the time of application for the initial development permit. That pro tection 

continues for 18 months after the approval of the initial development permit. The applicant 

must be actively pursuing that original application to maintain the permit choice rights for 

other development regulations. The initial development permit c annot be a sign permit or 

erosion and sedimentation control permit.  

D. Appeal . Any person aggrieved by the local government failing to comply with the permit 

choice rule can seek a court order compelling compliance. The court will set down the 

action for imme diate hearing, and subsequent proceedings must get priority from the 

court. 

14.7  Development Agreements  

Development agreements refer to the contracts that vest rights to develop a specific project for 

an extended period of time subject to the terms and conditions specified in the agreement. 

When the governing board approves the rezoning of any property associated with a 

development agreement, the provisions of NCGS 153A-341 shall apply. 

14.8  Appeal  

Appeal : Refer to Section 13.6 (Appeals to Court). 
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CHAPT ER 15 

WATERSHED OVERLAY DI STRICTS  

15.1 Applicability  

In accordance with NCGS Chapter 143 Article  21, unless specifically exempt below, the 

provisions of this chapter shall apply to all development within a Watershed Overlay Dis trict, 

as designated and administered by the NC Enviro nmental Management Commission. The class 

WS-IV district applies only to new development projects that require a Sedimentation and 

Erosion Control Plan and/or resulting in the disturbance of 1 acre or more of land area. 

Permitted u ses and conditional uses listed in the Table of Uses for the appropriate district are 

allowed in the Watershed Overlay Districts. New sludge application sites and landfills are 

specifically prohibited in the critical areas of any district.  

15.2 Exemptions  

A. Existing Develop ment. Building s that were built prior to the original effective date of 

these regulations (January 4, 1994) are not subject to the requirements of this chapter.  

B. Redevelopment. Redevelopment is allowed if the rebuild ing activity does not have a net 

increase in built -upon area or provides equal or greater stormwater control than the 

previous development, except that there are no restrictions on single family residential 

redevelopment.  

C. Expansions. Expansions to buildin gs classified as existing development shall compl y 

wit h the regulations of this Chapter;  however, the built -upon area of the existing 

development is not required to be included in the impervious calculations.  

D. Nonconforming lots of record . A lot that pre -existed the original effective  date of these 

regulations (January  4, 1994) may be developed for single-family residential purposes 

without being subject to the regulations of this chapter.   

E. Recombination Plats. Recombination of contiguous nonconforming lots of record owned 

by the same party is required in order  to establish a lot or lots that meet or nearly meet 

the development restrictions of this Section, as determined by the Administrator.  

F. Silviculture . The NC Forest Service shall be the designated agency for oversight of 

compliance with water supply watersh ed protection requirements.  

G. Agriculture . The NC Soil and Water Conservation Commission shall be the designated 

agency for administration of the applicable water supply watershed protec tion 

requirements.  

H. NCDOT . Activities that are  regulated in accordance with pro vi sions of the National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit No. NCS000250.   
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15.3 Density & Built Upon Limits  

Minimum and maximum residential and non -residential density and bui lt -upon limits shall be 

as indicated in the table below, or as required by the underlying zoning district or applicable 

subdivision regulations, whichever is most stringent.  

Water 

Supply  
Location in the 

Watershed 

Maximum Allowable Densit y or Minimum Lot S ize 

Single-family residen tial                    

(Except within a Cluster 

Development - Section 20.6) 

All other residential 

and Non-residential 

(calculate by total 

acreage in the tract) 

WS-II  

Critical Area  
Average of 1 dwelling unit / 2 acres                 

per project OR 80,000 square foot lot                

excluding street right -of-way  
6% built -upon area  

Balance of 

Watershed 

Average of 1 dwelling unit / 1 acre                                     

per project OR 40,000 square foot lot                      

excluding street right-of-way  

12% built -upon area 

(up to 70% with SNIA 

approval)  

WS-III  

Critical Area  
Average of 1 dwelling unit / 1 acre                                  

per project OR 40,000 square foot lot                        

excluding street right -of-way  
12% built-upon area 

Balance of 

Watershed 

Average of 2 dwelling units / 1  acre                                  

per project OR 20,000 square foot lot                      

excluding street right -of-way  

24% built-upon area 

(up to 70% with SNIA 

approval)  

WS-IV  Protected Area 

With Curb & Gutter:                               

Average of 2 dwelling units / 1  acre                                

per project OR 20,000 square foot lot                    

excluding street right -of-way  

With Curb & Gutt er: 

24% built-upon area  

(up to 70% with  SNIA 

approval ) 

Without Curb & Gutter:                                

Average of 3 dwelling units / 1 acre                                    

per project OR 36% built upon area 

Without Curb & 

Gutter: 36% built-upon 

area (up to 70% with 

SNIA approval)  

15.4 Minimum De sign Cr it eria for All New Developments  

A. Vegetated Conveyances. Stormwater runoff from the development shall be transported 

by vegetated conveyances to the maximum extent practicable. 

B. Stream Buffers. Vegetated (natural or planted) buffers shall be required along perennial 

waters indicated on the most recent version of the United States Geological Survey 

(USGS). The buffer is measured landward from the normal pool elevation of impounded 

structures and from the bank of each side of streams or rivers. No new dev elopment is 
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allowed in said buffer except for water -borne structures (e.g., piers, docks, etc.) or other 

structures such as flag poles, signs and security lights. Minimum widths shall apply:  

1. SNIA appro ved projects ɬ 100 feet 

2. All  other projects ɬ 30 feet  

15.5 Special Non -Residential Intensity Allocation (SNIA)  

A. Applicability . Non-residential development, located outside of critical areas, may 

occupy 5% of the watershed with up to a 70% built -upon area, when approved as a 

Special Non-residential Intensity Al location (SNIA).    

B. Submittal . An application for a SNIA shall be submitted at least 30 days prior to the 

Planning Board meeting at which it is to be heard. Upon completion of the technical 

review, the Administrator shall prepare  and forward the staff report any related 

application materials to the Planning Board.  

C. Planning Board. The Planning Board shall act as the Watershed Review Board, shall 

hold a legislative public hearing, and shall review and appr ove or deny the SNIA 

request. Notice of the public hearing shall be published in a newspaper of general 

circulation once a week for 2 consecutive weeks prior to the public hearing. Requests 

requiring revisions shall be returned to the Planning Board within  ninety (90) days or 

the request shall be considered withdraw n.  

D. Approval Criteria . SNIA requests shall not be approved unless the following  

requirements are met as demonstrated and certified on the site plan by a professional 

engineer: 

1. The request will mi nimize built -upon surface area; 

2. All stor mwater will be  directed away from any surface waters; 

3. Best Management Practices will be incorporated to minimize water quality impacts;  

and 

4. All property subject to a request for a Special Non-Residential Intensity A llocation 

must be uniformly zoned. 
 

E. Set Aside for Publ ic Projects and Facilities. In order to assure that sufficient land is 

available for public projects and facilities within the five identified Watershed areas, 5% 

of the Special Nonresidential Intensity  Allocation shall be set aside for such projects in 

the Drown ing Creek Watershed, the Bear Creek Watershed, the Little River (Vass) 

Watershed, and the Little River #2 Watershed.  10% ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ-ÐÊÒɀÚɯ"ÙÌÌÒɯ6ÈÛÌÙÚÏÌËɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ

be set aside for these purposed.  Public projects and facilities shall includ e schools, 

public bui ld ings and other similar uses. 

15.6 Cluster Developments  

A. Applicability . Cluster Developments are allowed in all Watershed Areas.  
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B. Submittal . Cluster Developments shall be submitted as Conservation Subdivisions or 

Planned Unit Developments. 

C. Approval Crite ria. Cluster Developments shall not be approved unless the following 

requirements are met: 

1. Built -upon areas shall be designed and located to minimize stormwater runoff 

impact to the receiving waters, mi nimize concentrated stormwat er flow, shall 

transport stromwat er runoff from the development by vegetated conveyances to the 

maximum extent practicable;  

2. Areas of concentrated development shall be located in upland areas and away, to 

the maximum extent prac ticable, from surface waters (all waters of the state as 

defined in North Carolina General Statute 143-212, except underground waters) and 

drainageways; 

3. The development shall meet all applicable density requirement s per Section 18.8F 

(Permitted Density);   

4. The development shall meet all applicab le mimimum ope n space requirements per 

Section 18.8D (Minimum Open Space Required) and Section 18.8E (Ownership of 

Open Space).   

15.7 Density Averaging of Noncontiguous Parc els  

A. Applicability . Density averaging invo lves the use of two noncontiguous parcels and is 

based on the idea that the development plans for a pair of parcels can be submitted 

together and treated as a single project for purposes of complying with this chap ter. 

Density averaging of two noncontiguou s parcels for purposes of complying with  this 

chapter shall be allowed in accordance with this section and NCGS 143-214.5 (d2).  

B. Submittal . The application shall be submitted at least 30 days prior to the Planning 

Board meeting at which it is to be heard. A site plan prepared in accordance with Section 

9.2(C). Upon completion of the technical review, the Administrator shall prepare and 

forward the staff report any related application materials to the Planning Board.  

C. Planning Board. The Planning Board shall act as the Watershed Review Board, shall 

hold a legislative public hearing, and shall review and approve or deny the request. 

Requests requiring revisions shall be returned to the Planning Board within ninety (90) 

days or the request shall be considered withdrawn.  

D. Approval Criteria . The Watershed Review Board shall make written findings supported 

by appropriate calculations and documentation that the plan as a whole conforms to the 

requirements of this section. 

15.8 Watershed Variance  

A. Applicability . In addition to the other requireme nts of Section 13.2 (Variances), petitions 

to the standards of the chapter shall comply with the following:  
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1. Minor Variances . Shall include petitions for the reduction of any standar d of this 

chapter by a factor of less than 10%. Minor variances shall be approved by th e 

Board of Adj ustments in accordance with Section 13.2 (Variances). 

2. Major Variances. Shall include petitions for the reduction of any standard of this 

chapter by a factor of 10% or more. Major variances shall comply with Section 13.2 

(Variances) except that a decision by the Board of Adjustment to approve a major 

variance shall be advisory only. The Administrator shall, within 30 days, forward a 

record of the Board of Adj ustment hearing, findings, and conclusions to t he North 

Carolina Environmen tal Management Commission or other appropriate State 

agency for final decision.  
 

B. Notice to Local Governments. Prior to the Board of Adjustment meeting, the 

Administrator shall notify in writing to the clerks of all local govern ments having 

jurisdiction wi thin that wa tershed of the variance being requested. Written responses 

from any of these local governments shall become a permanent part of the records. 
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CHAPTER  16 

FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION  

16.1 Applicability  

In accordance with NCGS Chapter 143, Article 21 and Chapter 153A, Art icles 6 and 18, this 

ordinance shall apply to all Special Flood Hazard Areas within the jurisdiction, including extra-

territorial jurisdictions (ETJs) if applicable, of the County of Moore and within the jurisdiction of 

any other community whose g overnin g body agrees, by resolution, to such applicability. No 

structure or land shall hereafter be located, extended, converted, altered, or developed in any way 

without full compliance with the terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations. 

16.2 Basis for  Establishing the Areas of Special Flood Hazard  

The Special Flood Hazard Areas are those identified under the Cooperating Technical State (CTS) 

agreement between the State of North Carolina and FEMA in its Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and its 

accompanying Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM), for Moore County dated October 17, 2006, 

which are adopted by reference and declared to be a part of this ordinance.   

16.3 General Development Standards  

In all Special Flood Hazard Areas the fol lowing provi sions are required. 

A. All  new construction and substantial improvements shall be anchored to prevent 

flotation, collapse, or lateral movement of the structure.  

B. All new construction and substantial improvements shall be  constructed with materials,  

utility equ ipment resistant to f lood damage. 

C. Electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing, air conditioning equipment and other service 

facilities shall be designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or 

accumulating within the components du ring conditi ons of floodin g.  

D. All  new and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or 

eliminate infiltration of f loodwaters into the system. 

E. New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or 

eliminate infilt ration of fl oodwaters into  the systems and discharges from the systems into 

the flood waters. 

F. Nothing in this ordinance shall prevent t he repair, reconstruction, or replacement of a 

building or structure existing on the effectiv e date of this ordinance and located totally or 

partia lly wit hin a floodway, non -encroachment area or stream setback, provided there is no 

additional encroachment below the regulatory flood protection elevation in the floodway, 

non-encroachment area, or stream setback, and provided that such repair, reconstruction or 

replacement meets all of the other requirements of this ordinance. 
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G. New solid waste disposal facilities and sites, hazardous waste management facilities, 

salvage yards, chemical storage facilities or critical facilities shall not be permitted except by 

vari ance as specified in Section 16.23 (Floodplain Variance). 

H. A structu re or tank for chemical or fuel storage incidental to an allowed use or to the 

operation of a water treatment plant or wastewa ter treatment facility may b e located in a 

SFH area only if t he structure or tank is either elevated or floodproofed to at least t he 

regulatory flood protection elevation and certified according to Section 16.21(A) 

(Floodproofing Certificate).  

I. All subdivis ion proposals and other development prop osals shall be consistent with the 

need to minimize flood damage, including the location o f public utilities and facilities.  

J. All development proposals shall have adequate drainage to reduce exposure to flood 

hazards. 

K. All subdivision and develop ment proposals shall have received all necessary permits 

from those governmental agencies for which approval is required by Federal or State law, 

including Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 197 2, 33 

U.S.C. 1334. 

16.4 Base Flood Elevation (BFE) Determin ation  

The BFE used in determining the regulatory flood protection elevation shall be determined by a 

sealed Elevation Certificate from a license land surveyor and/or other federal, state or local 

sources. When BFE has been determined, all new construction and substantial improvements 

shall be elevated to the determined regulatory flood protection eleva tion. When BFE data is not 

available (Approximate Zone A), the reference level shall be elevated to or above the regulatory 

Flood protection elevation as defined in Ar ticle 19 (Definitions ). All subdivision, manufactured 

home parks and other development proposals shall provide Base Flood Elevation data if 

development is greater than 5 acres or has more than 50 lots/manufactured home si tes. Such 

BFE data shall be adopted by reference per Section 16.2 (Basis for Establishing Special Flood 

Hazard Areas) to be utilized in implementing this ordinance.  When BFE is not available, no 

encroachments, including fill, ne w construction, substantial improvements  or new development 

shall be permitted within a distance of 20 feet from top of bank or fi ve times the width of the 

stream, whichever is greater, unless certification with supporting technical data by a registered 

professional engineer is provided demonstrating that such encroachments shall not result in 

any increase flood levels during the occurrence of the base flood discharge. 

16.5 Floodways and Non -Encroachment Areas 

Areas located within the SFH Areas established in Section 16.2 (Basis for Establishing Special 

Flood Hazard Areas) are designated as floodways and non-encroachment areas which are 

extremely hazardous due to the velocity of floodwaters which carries debris and potential 

projectiles. This includes areas along rivers and streams where BFE informatio n is provided but 

there has been no floodway or non-encroachment area designation. In addition to standards 

outlined in Section 16.3 (General Development Standards) and Section 16.4 (Base Flood 

Elevation Determinatio n), the following shall appl y to all development in such areas. No 

encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial im provements, or other 
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development, shall be permitted unless certification with supporting technical data by a 

registered professional engineer will not in crease the water surface elevation of the base flood 

more than one (1) foot at any point within the co mmunity. Once a floodway or non -

encroachment area has been designated, no encroachments, including fill, new construction, 

substantial improvements and ot her developments shall be permitt ed unless: 

A. It is demonstrated that the proposed encroachment would no t result in any increase 

B. In the flood levels during the occurrence of the base flood, based on hydrologic and 

hydraulic analys es performed in accordance with standard  engineering practice and 

presented to the Floodplain Administrator prior to issuance of f loodplain development 

permit or,  

C. A Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) has been approved by FEMA. A Letter 

of Map Revision (LOMR) must also be obtained upon completion of th e proposed 

encroachment. 

D. If these standards satisfied, all development shall comply with the applicable flood 

hazard reduction provisions of this ordinance.  

16.6  Standards for Areas of Shallow Flooding (Zon e AO) 

These areas have special flood hazards associated with base flood depths of 1 to 3 feet where a 

clearly defined channel does not occur and where the path of flooding is unpredictable and 

indeterminate. The reference level shall be elevated at least as high as the depth number 

specified on the Flood Insurance Map (FIRM), in feet, plus a freeboard of 3 feet, above the 

highest abutting grade; or at least 2 feet above the highest abutting grade plus a freeboard of 1 

foot if no depth number is specified. N on-residential structures may, in lieu o f elevation, be 

flood proofed to the same level as required in Section 16.8 so that the structure, together with 

attendant utility and sanitary facilities, below that level shall be watertight with walls 

substantially  impermeable to the passage of water and with structur al components having the 

capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynami c loads and its effects of buoyancy. 

Certificati on is required as per Section 16.20 (Additional Certificate Requirements). Ade quate 

drainage paths shall be provided around structur es on slopes, to guide floodwaters around and 

away from proposed structures.  

16.7 Residential Construction  

New construction and substantial improvement of any residential structure shall have the 

reference level, including basement, elevated at no lower than th e regulatory flood protection 

elevation, as defined in Chapter 19 of this ordinance. 

16.8 Non -Residential Constru ction  

New construction and substantial improvement of any commercial, industrial or other  non -

residential structure shall  have the reference level, includ ing basement, no lower than the  

regulatory flood protection elevation as defined in Chapter 19 of this ord inance. Structures 

located in A, AE, and A1-30 Zones may be floodproofed to the regulatory flood protection 

elevation in lieu of  elevation provided t hat all areas of the structure, together with attendant 
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utility and sanitary facilities, below the regulato ry flood protection elevation are watertight 

with walls substantially impermeable to the  passage of water, using structural  components 

having  the capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and the effect of 

buoyancy. For AO Zones, the floodproofing elevation shall be in accordance with Section 16.21 

of this ordinance. Soil testing and compaction standards of the International Bu ilding Code 

shall be met. A registered professional engineer or architect shall certify that the standards of 

this subsection are satisfied. Such certification shall be provided to the Admin ister as set forth in 

Section 16.19 (Elevation Certi ficates) and 16.21 (Additional Certificate Requirements), along 

with the operational and maintenance plans.  

16.9 Manufactured Homes  

Manufactured homes may only be replaced within a Special Flood Hazard Area. No new 

placement of manufactured homes shall occur wi thin the Special Flood Hazard Area or within 

an area bounded by flood of record, except by variance. Replacement manufactured homes 

shall be elevated so that the reference level of the manufactured home is no lower than the 

regulatory flood pro tection elevation, as defined in Chapter 19 (Definition ) of this Ordinance. 

Manufactured homes shall be securely anchored to an adequately anchored foundation to resist 

flotation, collapse, and lateral movement, either by engineer certification, or in accordance with 

the most current edit ion of the State of North Carolina Regulations for Manufactured Homes 

adopted by the Commissioner of Insura nce pursuant to NCGS 143-143.15. Additionally, when 

the elevation is met by an elevation  of the chassis 36 inches or less above the grade at site, the 

chassis shall be supported by reinforced piers or engineered foundation. When the elevation of 

the chassis is above 36 inches in height, an engineering certification is required. All enclosures  

or skirting below the lowes t floor shal l meet the requirements of Section 16.10 (Elevated 

Buildings). An evacuation plan must be developed for evacuation of all reside nts of all new, 

substantially improved or substantially damaged manufactured home parks or subdivisions 

located with in flood pro ne areas. This plan shall be filed with an approved by the floodplain 

administrator and the local Emergency Management coordinat or. 

16.10 Elevated Buildings  

Fully enclosed area, of new and substantially improved structures , which is below the lowest 

floor:  

A. Shall not be designed or used for human habitation, but shall only be used for parking of 

vehicles, building access, or limited storage of maintenance equipment used in 

connection with the premises. Access to the area shall be the minimum necessary for 

storage and entry to t he livi ng area. 

B. The interior portion of such enclosed area shall not be finished or partitioned into 

separate rooms, except to enclose storage areas. 

C. Shall be constructed entirely of flood resistant materials below the regulatory flood 

protection elevation . 

D. Shall include, in Zones A, AO, AE and A1 -30, flood openings to automatically equalize 

hydrostatic flood forces on walls by allowing for the entry and exit of floodwaters 




